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Buy Topay - Par IN 6 MoNTHS

This must be the ultimate offer!! Order any Indi
advert Used roducts with a total value of over
£100, use them for 6 months and then pay today's
normal indi Price, No Interost, No depasic No
Strings Attached. All you have to do is fill in our
spplcation form and subject to status the prodycts
wi

pay for your goods in full and without any charges -
the cholce is yours. Initially you will be asked to
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can be changed to a different payment period or 6
months interest free payment in ful
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Plugs ino the PCHMCIA Siotof che Amiga 600
&1200 the Smart Stor Plus has it's own

~ FREE Am\g‘l cmum’y; Software Pack
rmaon SpotsChling

£249.99 270Mb eeeeeeee.
314,99

Zappo External Floppy Drive

You've seen al the reviews on this popular and
fordbl second Amigadrive. Compatble wih
all AmigasQualty 9 out of 10, Exceptional val

<. Amiga Computing

have come down so Indi
pass the advantage i to YOU

uy TopAy Pay In
6 MonTtHs

*No Deposit* No Iteres
+No Strings Attached * Subject to

““The level of software compatibility
that has been achieved i very impres-
sive....Whatever your CD - ROM needs,
the Zappo Drive can handle ir."
Amiga Format

"It is rare to come across a product
that's reasonably priced, does the job
well and has no major faults... More
stunning than a phaser gun in Star
Trek. A must for A1200 owner.

U Amiga

A main contender for best A1200
peripheral of the year" Amiga Pro

“This s the product that all A1200
users have been waiting for
Amiga Shopper
MASSIVE DISCOUNTS ON AL cD32
AND CDTY St
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* Double Spesd, Muli Sesion CD ROM
* Photo CD Compatible * Mix

Amiga Audio Ouput ¥ Plays CD32 30

and many CDTV

# 12 Months Warr:nty
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Amig no problem sinply unplg the Smart
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£269.99 Stor and you have Toul
* Fully configured

# 12 Months Warranty

*30 Mb

£|6999
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Expansion Options
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Quiet printing

Fast Printing Speeds 192 CPS drak, 64 CPSLQ
A Resident Fonts  Courier, Prestige, Bod PS and
Sape

2 Paper Paths

| year Warranty

Topand Rear
for ol peace of mind
Recendly revewed by Amiga Format *A fine 24-pin dot
matrx printer 3t 3 ressonale price.

8y from INDI AND SAVE OVER £72

A N
Panasonic KX-P4430 Laser Printing

# 8 scalable fonts. 28 bitmap for

;i s
=™, * Optional 2nd input bin (toal printer capacicy
= 2X200 sheets)
e * Optional memory expansion t
J SMb (IMb as standard)
£649.99 @

SPECIFICATION
Satinprint
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The essential guide to Amiga gaming

Feature: A life on the ocean waves ______118
Manchester's fine chett who
chats to pe

software bouse i inspected by Tina

vithin about the post, present and future

Feature: The Genesis of MysterX _____120
3 about 1o star in s very

ed it and Tina Hockett

forthcoming beat-‘em-up

ond Nitro, D

REUIEWS
[PROFILS 129

Literally thousands of design backdrops
at bargain bucket prices

fost

Will this tp t?

[ LYPEIMITH 2.5 3¢

Any font, any time, any styl, the all new
TypeSmith2.5 gives total font control

[ WARPENGE T 40

Triple your rendering speed with the

Pro quaity video with the latest in
editing technology from Hor

L G

Adam Phillps puts hs body o the test with
i log)

ultimate i
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et o e

vas’tfm front-end for Amos enthusiasts
GAME REUVIEWS yndesis 3D

Ishar 3 100
Theme Park 102
Top Gear 2 106
On the Ball 110
Putty Squad 112
Litil Divil 116

rom pls the Avalon omeaion

FERTURES

simply another expensive add-on?
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adassic tling

More essential info for those consumed by coding

Create your own installation scipts using our guide to Instaer

The assembler tory goes from strength to strength
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Batch Factory

Exclusive trial versions of what promises to be the ultimate text editor by
INOVAtronics of Directory Opus fame - Edge 2.0 - and Batch Factory, an
essential Amiga aid to getting the most from your computer.

V

Jncrunch your disks in seconds with
he latest and best addition to DMS

Provide a unique interface
o your Workbench

Keep those menus on that

" The lates version of the
heart out in our exclusive demo of

Gremlin Graphics' Top Gear 2 A1200 fastest dis

EGULARS
i oo

Pleasance comes clean about Commodore’s corporate position. Upgrade to a complete package and save money tool

(L1 T — L

An exclusive look at World Construction Set For anyone i search of the answer tothe eternal question

Romman e L T (Rl

Can Commodore rejuvenate toits past success Dodgy drives, dicky disks and all things techy taken in hand

Lt st | E— |

Essential CoverDisk nfo for every Amiga beginner Ifit's cheap and cheerfu s here - stock PD headline number 357.

copier in tow

nory management made easy the ARexx way

Adam Philis continues his adventures n the industry

Al your sequence editing answers from Paul Overaa
The surreal and spiritual side of the Internet
Get 13 issues for the price of 12
and saue up to 3 per ent off

Phil South's amazing fading routines revealed
y he shelf price of Amiga
{omputing
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+SPECIAL DEAL*
40D APLUS Foun
i1 BEAE I O ciice pack

PLUS FOUR PACK
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ne

ITISERS, SAMPLERS & SCANNERS

SPECIAL RESERVE
HEAVY discounts

HUGE range <
FREE - 16 page colour catalogue - just phone
0279 600204
e

rder by post, or by phone or come ton o the Special Reserve

CLUB SHOPS mnm

HELWSFORD - 43 Broomfld A
SAWBRIDGEWORTH - Th Malings 205

Over 200,000 people have foine
.
[PANASONIC 3DO TOTAL ECLIPSE ...395.99
[SEGA GAME GEAR + 5 GAMES 85.99.

i NEWERS BUT YOU CAN OROER AS T0U JON

B

6
9.00

e
redit Card Sales 0279 600204 10am to 8pm Dally

Al pce ek VAT 353 2.3 woring oy arage b K

essens e
Narme & Adcress

P DL L[] OVERDAVE V.3 FIGH SPEED TARD.
DRIVES FOR AMIGA A1200

HE WORLD'S FIRST PCMCIA SLOT
CD ROM DRIVE FOR THE AMIGA A1200.

Prone No Machoe.
{Emer memborany i appicabi)or
NEW NENRERSPIE FEE (ANKUAL UK 7.0

Tt G st 40wt s e 1020

Cheaies i SPECIAL RESERVE at
P.0. BOX 847, HARLOW, CM21 9PH
or FAX 8 cre card orceron 0379 720842

NEW MEMBERS - THIS YOUCHER IS WORTH £2.00.
JUST DEDUCT £2.00 OFF THE PRICE OF ANY ONE ITEM.
'ORDERED AS YOU JOIN FOR ONE YEAR OR MORE.

‘OR BY PHONE ON 0279 600204.

USE BY POST
Offr applies 1o Memberships of one yeor o over
hough before Ocober 301h 1994



Deal Direct, with Digital Direct...

# Music Samplers etc.
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& Ld

ol e S ey
er package; the software
acked ull o ey s eitng featurs,
caleffects and extras such as the abilty &
it waveforms and sample information.

e 144-pa
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s (1. + Video/Presentation

VideoStage Pro

Spetlar idoand aseen
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v brand e e
from Oxxi. Shows can incorporate.
{65 iophicobjechs rimsto
sequences and sound.

The Sforsiuard fatures icons for

sraphi
wxvents, ARe
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Thebomalparadanad vt digni allows dieren gl

Amiga, with 89 y o h
» Format!

you can buy; VideoMaster gives you the
ty

and editing software. With its

Vidostage P suports

socond 2 wolas qualiy ull screen stlls e tany

informative displays, it s hard to beat
s sound editing system.

ProMIDI Interface

The ideal MID! interface for all Amigas, this
smartlooking device comes with MIDF in,
MIDI the and two MIDI outporsandis
complete i a fying

{icMaser Viscompatbl il
galosound and any other sound

s it cisiige

ek sy e oreehope i
motion < that muliple obects o
atthe same time,for smoothness

VideaMaster RGB includes our new

colour spliter, ColourMaster,

oot tone o sy colot il

VideoMaster AGA works on the
RGO compacs it PCMCIA Bl

The Gonlock conteol supports G-Lack
and SuperCen genlocks s sellas all

cable for.

Please call

VistaLite

Croate stunning landscapes
it his amuzing 3D
simulation progr

Suy pwl,mmma ol
colour mode and reg

from Virtual Realit Labs!

Distant Suns 5.0

, view the
3 wise men and
Plane
HiSolt BASIC 2 50 Megalosound 25
Hisolt Devpac 3,04 49 AudioMaster IV 59
HighSpeed Pascal 1.10 £49 ProMDlinerface  £17
Miaxon Magic 22 Vistallte3.0 528
urboTex| 39 Distant Suns 5.0 £29
VideoMaster ASOD/AS00+ €39 SBase Personal 1.0n 59
5 130 £138

ColourMaster with VideoMaster £35  Remainders
£

iy a0
VidoStage o 99 K-Spread2/K-Data Pack £10
Proiight €10 (ASOD/ASO0-+ only)

716271
credior ¥
days, iy
immedataly.
Dirct. lease add: %

4 within the rest of Europe, £8 elsewhere .

Al goods ae ofeed with a no-nonsense

502y money.back qarane,youare ot praq E
saisiod withthe product. ]

Al prices include UK VAT. © Digttal Direct 1994,

herals eneric Amiga genlock conirols

Sound and supports HAMS and HAMS Sound support for §SVX samples and

up to 640 x 512 resolution or still NoiseTracker ProTracker and
SoundTracker music module

Over 60 builn dazzling Specid

§ it i i
Vliiag o o o Aeios
ColourMaster it hand disk and 3V AN Gt

Ieast TMb chip RAM). AmigaDOS 20

ColourMaster is a new elctronic colour s

splitter which works in conjunction wi
VideoMaster for stunning colour stls.

Business Applications

SBase 4

We are pleased to announce that SBase &
s back in the UK with Digital Direct,
SBase 4 Personal and SBase § Both SBase Personal and Professional are
Professional are up to version 1.3n now  fullfeatured, fully relational and powerful
and we have both in stock, ready for  databases with pull-down menus, multple
your
Amiga's mult-tsking environment and
Thes products s renownd (o e hey e naw computble ith AmigaDOS
power and their range of features and 3.0 and the AGA chip et
e tesnivalion m x A

SBase Professional includes a powerful

versions. Now they have both been  database management language and
brought right up-to-date with support  supports ARexx. lease callfor our
forthe very datasheets on

Digital Direct
The Old School, Greenfielé
Bedford MK455DE UK

Tel +44 (0) 525 718271
Fax +44 (0) 525 713716
Digital Direct is the direct sok
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By ADAM PHILLIPS

Bidding For their nghts

WITH all the high profile chest beating of product
laden companies at the month, it came
as something of a pleasant surprise to be ushered
into an exclusive hotel room on the first floor of the
Inn, London for a low-key press
conference.

The meeting was to discuss the future of the
Amiga and the validity of Commodore UK's bid

resent, along with a host of jounaliss, were the

two key figures at Commodore UK, David
Pleasance and Colin Proudioot, ready to answer
and explain a few buring issues that have been
taking up so much space in recent news articles:
what is happening with Commodore?
K team are stil

together - itll be on the Bahamian liquidators’ desk
by tomorrow morning (5th September).

CONCLUSION

The decision makers have been given ten work-

past, present and fessarch and development plans
for the fuure.

Despite the apparent organisaton and efcency
ofthe UK bd, the process has been beset by prob-
lems Inrecen wees

The main setback has been the major inventors
of components being held at a factory in the
Philiines.

Vital to any mass production in the
future, Commodore UK has been (oid by the courts
ihat the stock cannot be touched until after
Chistmas.

What this means, inthe short ter, s that  suc-
cessful, there will be a stock shortage of 1200s
CD325 come Christmas, no matter what happens.
The only good news is that 4000s will be in ample

upply.

David Pleasance is ready to accept hat the siock
il be o than originally expected. We can' sell
hundreds of thousands of units because we can't
make them.”

far as competiion goes, Samsung and two
States-based companies are he only apparent con-
tenders in the financal boxing ing at the moment

The Japanesa gint has aleady made it al oo

clear that it has no interest in injecting new life into
Commaodore but simply wants new technology to
use in other areas.

Pleasance is well aware that another company
could step in at the last minute but is prepared for
that occurrence. The lack of competitors may sug-
gest a lack of interest in Commodore, but Pleasance
piloveSieat a sonn s e (e & Matt

und Commodore's performance (in the past) — it
Fas ightansd peopl avar?

1f the UK bidders labours do not pay off, a future
strategy has already been drawn up o polish the.
tamished image of the once great company.

NAMING

First will be a name change. Computer Trade
Weekly, the industry's newspaper has reported that
the new company will be called Amiga Intemational

From there, the short term plan is to “concentrate
on the core business, sell current products and con-
tinue the employment of some people.”

The next stage will involve discussions with dis-
tributors to draw up forecasts for the next 12
months. Bearing the results in mind, a marketing
plan can be produced to maximise the company's
resources,

parently, the team is not interested ‘in a quick
Killng at Christmas” but instead want to cut back on

all major subsidiaries and “grow organically” in the

'David Pleasance:” The finai bid has been pulled together.
wo want to concentrate on the core business, sell urrent
‘and cantine the employment of some pecple”

A
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words of Proudfoot. As for the future, plans are
already in place, ready to begin if the bid goes
through. The employment of new staff is of para-
mount importance. “There are currently 17
research and development engineers stil on staff
but we want to move that up to the 60 mark” com-
fpre/ i
also want to establish 22 people 10 aid the
243 sy publishers in whatever they
‘The CD32 was met with, it seemed, less enthu-
siasm than in the past. With the oncor 3

is in fairly good shape” and that competition
such as Sony “does have a future in the market
place.”

According to the managing director, there wil
be 200 titles available for the CD32 come
Christmas. We'l wait and see.

Probably the biggest news were the plans for
future technology. The much speculated and often
discussed AAA chipset has been dropped and
replaced with designs for a RISC-based system.

'@ of the principal reasons for the switch is the
lack of an operating system for the new defunct
chipset — it would simply take 100 fong to develop.
one.

DEVELOPMENT

The new machine will go into development
straight away if the bid is accepted. Pleasance
estimates the development systems will be ready
in six months for the community to begin work on
software and a further 12 months for it to hit the.
retail shelves.

There are also plans to produce a high-end
work station “that'l be 20-30 times faster than a

00." The managing director s adamant though
that the Amiga should be *a multimedia platform —
i o o

Giode cectna poion S SR
il 01 hftmas, R welid saom) Commacra Uk
i and wel hough ot stategy ot tho
future of Amiga machines.

Perhaps as an indication of their confidence, the
team are already planning the relaunch party to be
held on 13 October. Whichever way the bidding

attle swings, we'll know next month and the wait-
ing will finally be over.
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Multi-platforms

& exhibitions under their belt, the
mats Computer Fairs are continu:
g their regular tours round the country.

vering the latest in ST, Amiga, PC
shareware, games and even 8-bit prod
ucts, a full rundown of shows can be
prained from Bruce Everiss on 0608

Monitor magic

idek, the makers of the popular MF-8617
Vision Master, are set to release the
world's first 21 inch, full remote control
colour monitor with motorised tilt and
swivel base. Based around Mitsubishi's
Diatron” tube, it displays 1600°1200
non-interlaced resolutions at 72Hz verti
cal refresh.

With its microprocessor conirol via the
On-Screen Display, the user is able 1o
adjust basic picture size and location,
picture distortions such as pin cushion
(barrelling effect), trapezoid (vertical par
allelogram) and rastar rotation (picture
twist with bezel

Costing a healthy £1,649, the monitor
can be seen at the Business Computing
Exhibition in late September and Idek
can be reached on 0438 745482

lirus virility

After the success of the Virus Checker
Compilation Disk, Craig Holmes has
Jaunched a subscription service for
Workbench 2 & 3, which provides cus-
tomers with the latest Amiga anti-virus
software as soon as it is released.

It is possible to subscribe to either six
or 12 updates which are mailed 10 cus
tomers. Upon subscribing, owners are
then entitied to free telephone software
support
Six issues cost £14 and twelve issues
cost £25. However, f customers mention
Amiga Computing when ordering, they.
are entiled to €2 offthe above prices.

For more information, contact Craig
Holmes on 0902 305209.

Aimiga shows

For those who want to know more about
the forthcoming World of Amiga show
being held in mid December, information
is available on Kixx.

Commodore wil also have a stand at
the Motor Show/Future World/Ideal
Home exhibition which i taking place at
the NEC in Birmingham from the 18th to
30th of October.

.

flew Epson
scanner unueiled

Continuing in its success with the GT scanner range, Epson
have released the GT-9000, a 30-it, single pass colour scanner
bundle at £1,209. Suitable for high-end deskiop publishing
users, the hardware allows the recognition of over one billion
different colour hues from the image being scanned.

“The new GT-9000 is fast, inexpensive and looks good... ths
scanner is perfect for those wanting high resolution and rela-
bilty at an exceptional price,” Commented Tonmy Petford, a
representative for the company.

For further information, phone Epson on 0442 61144,

T —— ]

lideopilot resurfaces

After a somewhat shaky past in terms of distribution, the
Videopiot, a highly rated editing system for the Amiga.
has cimbed out of commercial imbo, been given a new.
Cipset and software and been picked up by Ambervane
for distribution in Britain

The Videopilot V330 enables three source players to
be used with one recorder and offers VITC, LTC and
Sony RCTC time codes to aid editing accuracy.

The hardware also includes special effects such as
three machine A/B roll plus the control of external equip-
ment ke Panasonic mixing desks.

The Videopilot costs £850 plus VAT and can be
ordered via Ambervane on 0792 476076,

Help group

The Samaritans have been offering emotional support to the
suicidal and depressed for over 40 years but now, in a
response to new technology, the charity has opened an e-
mail service for Internet users.

Called “Help By E-mail’, the on-iine service was test
launched in July and proved o successul it has been set
up indefiniely.

During the test month we received over 200 messages.
Many were from well wishers, journalists and acadermics but
there are around 15 very desperate people as well. The
need for a full launch of our service with the easier address
was amply demonstrated,” said Mike Haines, the Director

To use the service, e-mail on: jo@samaritans.org and for
anonymous mal, type: samaritans @anon.penet f. All mes-
sages will be handled in the strictest confidence,

Amiga Computing]
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[rime unit cracks
down on porn pirates

Following the recent discovery of pirated CD soft-
ware valued at £10 milion, ELSPA's crime unit
headed by John Loader has recovered over 200
CD-ROM discs and wriing equipment from two.
addresses in Manchester.

e software, worth £500,000, has been
examined by both ELSPA investigators and the
Greater Manchester Obscene Publications.
Department. “Not only does illegal activity pose
an enormous threat o the commercial interests.
of the UK's legitimate computer games software
industry", stated Loader," but it highiights the.
increasing problem of production and distribution
of illegal, pornographic software through out the.
UK

This month also saw the conviction and impris-
onment counterfeiters, Donald
George Brown and David Doyle. Brown was
recently found guilty of four offences relating to
copyright infringement and was _given
three months in prison. 5,600 disks containing
copied software and copying equipment were.
uncovered at his premises by police and ELSPA.
officials.

David Doyle was found to be manufacturing
counterfeit software and received a six month
sentence plus a £5000 billfor court costs.

f you have any information that should receive
the attention of the crime unit, phone John
Loader in confidence on 0386 833810,

Internet opened up

With the super information highway starting
10 take shape, GompuServe have begun
the testing of a new service that allows
members to participate in discussions on
USENET. This access should

CompuServe
and contribute to the USENET News
groups. “Cor

bers want to augment the wide array of

CompuServe by expanding their information
horizons on the Internet as well” said
Charla Beaverson, Internet project manager
at CompuServe.
Also recently introduced is the on-line
support _ directory. According  to
CompuServe, with over 800 hardware and
re companies available for consulta-
tion about anything from a printer and hard
drive to a monitor and cable, the service
provides a comprehensive and useful data-

“Support Directory
members to get help with th
and software problems and make informed
buying decisions,” said Jim Hogan, director
of product marketing

information,  contact
GompuServe on 0800 269378




Network CD

The Offcial Amos PD Libeary isthe lasgest source of
. Amos reated source code and programs in the workd

AN AMIGA CD, CD1200, CDTV & CD32 APPLICATION & IS today. The library i run by Len & Ame Tucker and
is endorsed by Europress Software, the publishers of

3 [l Amosnd Amos Pro. Thiscompact disc contain the

( ‘ON | EN | S e oy i ek o G2 o g

i own diectory and cuslogued. The dise conins

: in excessof 3300 files with over 1600 Amos source

OVER 10,000 F”fES. 195 BITMAP FONTS ¥ ¢ code files, 100 sprite banks, 260 Clext banks, 800
50024 BITIMAGES 120 COLOURED FONTS : o § p sk, e mse ks vl
ALSOIN HAMS & HAM 107 ADOBE FONTS 3 $ exiensions 0 Amos & Amos Po. Workbench i o

1308 COLOUR CLIP ART 80 POSTSCRIPT FONTS

2139 MONO CLIP ART 79 CG FONTS

93 SCALEABLE CLIPS 214 ICONS -

750 MUSIC MODULES . :

2300 SAMPLES & MUCH MORE ; j .
ONI Y £ 19 95 N ; teingyou s ekl esoue for el
». EATE 5 C Compatible with all Amigas

R, w

SIMPLE NETWORKING TOOLS FOR AMIGA CD [ CLIP ART

2 Nevwk CD e cr OVAA'SSOmmo!GIpAnthlmgn
e CD3: v i

CONTENTS
Parmet & Sern
NComm & ’lcnu

in
Fred Fish 800 1o 975
Amos PD 478 to 603
74 Utility Disks
PhotoCD Conversion
500 Images in 256 cols.

Network CD £ 14.99
CD” Cable £ 19.95
Pamnet Cable £ 9.99

Clip Ari 'fz Fonis ¥ ").))’.-fiwh
Soundg Teerific £ 19,935
i ('I')OUBI.ECD)
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Fractal heauen

American company, MegageM, have
released the firstin a series of CD disks that
contain an extensive amount of fractal
images. The FractalPro Image Library
Volume One contains over 350 pictures
plus g e DEM files of ractal

"o GIF and IF fls havo boen b
down in o a series of 16 which can be
viewed as “thumbnails” on_scroen. 19 sets
of zoom sequences are available through
the user interface and the makers claim that
the program is compatible with any CD
drive and Amiga with AGA machines have
been accommodated for via higher screen
resolutions

In the States, the package s retailing at
$59,95 and, for further details, contact
Daniel Wolf on 0101 805 349 1104.

Objects galore

The Imagine 3D package continues to

gather sugport with a set of object disks

m Kyte Products that feature various use-

b goutone b s Horses, underwater

and human forms are the main con-

fent of he picures bary with prices rang-

ing from £5 up 10 £35.

For more information, phone Steven

Edwards on 0272 4008905,

Oolsy and spooksy

For the last two months, Creepy BBS's

news and DOS help are just some of the
{aciis avaiabl 1o users.

of Creepy BBS believes

that Amnet offers a deined and moderated

network unlike Fidonet. Lascelles can be

contacted via netmail on either 39:137/13.1

(Amiganet) or 2:256/503 (fidone).

Qops

Last month, we printed an incorrect number
for Ramiga Intemnational. The actual number
required is 0690 770304.

Music mayhem

To help young children to leam about the fundamentals of
music, Canada-based company, WindShadow, have pro-
duced an edutainment ttle called * Making Music with Bertie
Bunny’

Made up from a set of difering exercises, the
move Bertie round the screen, selecting him to iy dieront
instruments and tunes.

The child s also able to learn the sound of certain musi-
cal instruments and to recognise various musical tunes:
the melody, a counterpoint to the melody, an obligato
accompaniment or a rhythmic accompaniment. There
are also many other features on offer for the budding
musician

According to Gordon Wilkes, President of WindShadow
software: “This product is unusual in that it is easy to use for
children as young as two-years old, while providing opportu
ities for older children to explore.”

The package retails at £24.99 and can be ordered directly
from Gordon Wilkes on 0101 905 836 4400.

Passport to Uideo (omputer comms
Iﬂaﬁter FH‘. Portable computers are b::nmmg more and more

After signing an agreement with NewTek, makers ransfer their wordprocessed files from portables to an

of the award winning Video Toaster, Prime Aniga.

image, also based in the States, has released Catering for the Cambridge 288, Tandy WP2/3, and

the Passport 4000. Amstrad NC 1001200, the links packs retal at £25 each
company claims that the device offers dig- for the software and cable. According to the company

ital video signal handiing capabilties such as the utityis usefulfor brushing up portable-created doc-

conversion 1o international video standards uments with the Amiga's DTP skils and as a backup for

including PAL, SECAM, PAL-M, PAL-N and the portable’s memon

NTSG 443, “The links wil be available in October and, for further

This means that all British video companies detil, phone David Batty on 0772 452414,

and individuals who have been waiting for the.
PAL version of Video Toaster can now have
access to the power of
NewTeK's television stan-
dard product.

The Passport 4000 also.

slots for the Amiga 4000.

“Prime Image’s cus
tomers around the world
have let us know there's
tremendous  pent-up
demand for the Video
Toaster in diverse videa for-
mat applications,” com.

founder and president of
Prime Image.

‘Given this demand and
given the standards conversion technology P!

Ras pionearod, 1 a natural i fo Prine Image
and NewTek (o work together.” Heard the latest?

Passport 4000 costs $6,750 for the basic unit

with two additional PAL input channels increas- Have you heard any interesting Amiga news re-
ing the price by $2,950. For more details, contact cently? If you've picked up some hot gossip that you
Bobbie Hendershot on 0101 408 867 6519, think we could be interested in give Adam Phillps a

call now on 0625 878888,
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POWERSCAN 4

HARD DRIVES

PowER COMPUTING

DESIGN and

INN VATION

DISK EXPANDER

EGACHIP

@
Eiam

256 greyscale images (on 3 AGA

machine), scan in 64 greyscales (non AGA
Amiga can only display 16). add colour to
seyscile rmages, specal efects, new support
18-5it scanner, add text to scans.
200/600 version aalable.

POWERSCAN 4 ay

POWERSCAN 4 OCR €139
SCAN INTERFACE 50
POWERSCAN 4 S/W €20
OCR SOFTWARE w“

EPSON SCANNER

The GT-6500 and GT-8000 24-bit colour
atbed scanners from Epson scan up o Ad i
ze, with output resolutions of up 1o

werscan or image FX scanning software
GT-6500 POWERSCAN (599
GT-6500 IMAGE FX €689
GT-8000 POWERSCAN £849
GT-8000 IMAGE FX 4929
DOCUMENT FEEDER 399

COLOURSCAN

new 1B.bit colour handscanner produces
unning colours with clarity and verve,

We can supply SCSI or IDE 3525 hard
drives in many diferent szes. Including cables
and instalaton software.

Disk Expander ncudes the folowing feaures

Can add 50% to your ard drive capacty

80MB IDE 2.5" aso
130M8 1DE 2.5 Qs
170MB IDE 2.5" s
260M8 1DE 2.5" an
52QMB SCSIIDE a4y
160MB SCSINIDE sy
2008 SCSINDE as
540MB IDE 3.5" e
OPTICAL DRIVE

Power award wining 126MB optical ik drive
126MB OPTICAL INT. (549
120MB OPTICAL EXT. (649
126MB OPTICAL DISK 29
SCSI CONTROLLER €129

SYQUEST DRIVE

Remoiable storagesystems fom Syquest
3.57 IDE INTERNAL (399
3.57 IDE EXTERNAL (499
3.57 105MB CART. as
3.57 SCSI VERSIONS (POA

TANDEM CD-DE

==/

Forthe Amiga 15007200013000/4000

With over
000 colours and award winning

werScan software, anything is possiblel

ur and mono software

colour manpuation

56 greyscale (AGA machine)
 colour (AGA machine)
R optional extra

COLOUR POWERSCAN €239

AWARD

winning

o CDROM drve
Supports Syquest 35" drves
Supports IDERard drves.

Ply audio CD utty

Requires Kicksart 204 and above.
Inchuces cable, software and mancl

Relable i tsts no cata comuption
Works with al crves, SCSI, IDE, Floppy;etc
Works on any Amiga and any Kickstart

Once installed the program s transparent to
the user

DISK EXPANDER as
FLOPPY EXPANDER  £9.95
VIDEO BACKUP

Use a VCR as a backup device. 200 floppy
disks ft on to a 4H tape . Video Backup
alows youto watch televsion on your 10845
montor

VIDEO BACKUP SCART €45
VIDEO BACKUP PHONO t60

ACEEX MODEM

@

Extermal Fax and Data modem

@

Increase your Amiga 5002000 chip RAM 0 3
total of IMB. MegaCrip does us
‘on IMB of RAM and crawing ex

rom any other RAM you ha
your Amiga No soldering s requ

MEGACHIP RAM ass

MEMORY

We manufacture a vast range of m
s for all the Amiga range of comy
Plase telephane usfor pries and avaiabiy

WARP ENGINE

The high speed 040 board which
Grectly o the CPU slo,not a Zorro

WARP ENGINE 28MHx (199
WARP ENGINE 40MHx €1199

WORKBENCH 2.1

Release 2.1 enhancer, incading 2.

and user uide manuls.

FullHaynes AT command set supported
Supports clss 1,2 and 3 fx commands
Fax send and receve

Auto dial and auto answer

Supports emor correction and detection
Leased e support

A8 cables and masuals suppled

ACCEX MODEM v32bis 169
ACCEX v31 TRAPFAX €199

MISCELLANEOUS

MIDI INTERFACE (1995

TANDEM CD.DE CARD €69
CD-DE AI200 CARD €69
CD-DE CARD, CD-ROM (129
MITSUMA CD-ROM (169

PR DUCTS

44a/b Stanley St. Bedford MK41 TRW

@ facoimile 0234 352207

telephone 0234

273000

Oy 5 130 050

VGA ADAPTOR as

2.1 ENHANCER @
ROM SHARE INC. 2.04 £33
2.04 ROM CHIP as

PREMIER VISION

Youlve heard how the Amiga has made TV
programmes possbe such & Star T TNG,
Babylon 5 and Seaguest DSV
Utmate mutimeda er

We are the

for

business users and offer
servies, incdin
media, design an
traning, CD-ROM rasteri
Some of our clent

Granada TV,

PSU FOR HARD DRIVES €39

Chus oo e

nddres

Postcade

CALL 071 721 7050

Telephone
Systom owned
Descrption

ChegueO o ¢ s




in BB of

ove over, VistaPro. Make

in the world-rendering ring, and it
Iooks like it could pack a knockout

punch,
World Construction Set, from  for a coming update.)
Questar Productions, combines But WCS

traditional 3D rendering technolo-
gies with a new *natural® ecosys-
tem modelling technique to pro-
duce dazzling, realistic landscape
images

Word Construction Set uses a
Geographic Information System
database to allow it to render much
larger areas with a greater degree
of detail than competing programs.

It uses on-demand object load-
ing to allow it to render large
amounts of data without needing  module.
an incredible amount of memory.

on your image.

Colorado in 90-metre square

e enough time to render,
this system would even allow you
to animate a continuous zoom out
from a single forest clearing to a
There's a new contender * View of the entire planet

WCS will render US Geological
Service standard DEM
(VistaPro DEM support s planned

does more than just
create pretty pictures. It includes a
layering system and a map module
that allows you to place vector
objects, such as political bound-
aries, roads, buildings, streams,
and coastiines on your image; you
can also label images.

even load AutoCAD
DXF vector objects and place them

Summagraphics graphics tablet, it
can be used with the mapping

The algorithmic ecosystem map-
ping prevents too-regular-looking
distributions of trees and plants,
making for a more natural looking

< |Uorld building

e o0 ol e il

files.

-
NnNews
Do you want to creats

a place that's perfect fo
Yyour needs? Denny Atkk

image. You can choose between
water, bare, rock, conifer, decidu-
ous, or grass ecosystems.

‘Skies and backgrounds can be
gradients, or you can use animated
bitmap image backgrounds.

supports 24-bit rendering
at any:resolutan and sepect
ratio up to 32767 x 32767 pixel
(memory permitting). Fractal recur-

distovers the only contende

sion levels can be adjusted to

forever to render.

ticated animation

have a  scape overfights.

The program also sports sophis-
features.
Automatic turn-banking and looka-
head features, as wel as spline
control of all motion parameters,
allow you o easily create land-

An interactive 3D wireframe lay-
out display lets you preview and
tweak your work; real-time motion
previews are supported as well. All
spline parameters can be edited
using a timeline motion graph.

The program is multi-threaded,

speed rendering, and detailed 2D
trees allow you o create realistic
vegetation density without taking

similar to Real 3D, 50 you can go
on and do other work while creating
images or animations.

‘The user interfac is gorgeous —
it uses MUI (Magic User Interface),
which you may have already seen
used in programs like the AVM
voice mail syster

‘The program retails for $250, but
until October 30 it s available direct
from the manufacturer for $195.

For more information, contact
Questar Productions, 1058 WCR
231/2, Brighton, Colorado 80601
phone (303) 659-4028. You c:
also e-mail wesinfo@arcticus.burn-
er.com.

ASDG is history!

Yes, i's true, there’s no more ASDG. But don't panic, the
company hasn't closed, ' just changed its name for the
beter.
Taking advantage of the success of its Elastic Realiy
morphing program (a souped-up version of Morph P!
the PC, Mac, and SGI), ASDG has changed its name fo
BN il oo Despla e e change and the
cess of its non-Amiga products, the company has
ot conious o goce e Tevouts compan

DKB relocates

DKB, manufacturer of the MegaChip, Multistart Il
and A4091 SCSI-2 controller, has moved to new
quarters. Now that the move is over, the company is
hard at work on its new Talon graphics card.

The new address 1o contact the company is: DKB,
P.0. Box 438, Wixom, Michigan 48393. The new tech-
mical support number is (810) 348-3755, and the com-
pany can now be faxed on (810) 348-3531

Compu
NOVEMBER 1994

lideo super
ompany

Some of the most creative forces in desk-

‘Technology, creator of peripherals for PCs
and Macs; and Play, formed by a group of
renegade former NewTek employees,
have merged into one large company
which will be known s Play Incorporated.

The President of the company will be
former NewTek VP Paul Montgomery, as
well as Kiki Stockhammer, video-savvy
spokesperson and dream date of many an
Amiga nut. Digial Creations' John Botteri
will serve as CEO.

Although two-thirds of the new company.
s made up of ex-Amigans, the initial prod
ucts will be for the

Top tip

Its not a new product, but its news from a US company
that will be welcome 1o folks who bought Digital
Creations' Brilliance 2.0 and found that it won't work
properly in a system with a Picasso ll installed.

iake it work, you just need to add a few Tool
Types to the program icons, using the Workbench:
Icons/Information men ite.

For Brilliance, add these tooltypes:
SCREEN DEPTH-:

SCREEN HEIGHT=200
SCREEN.WIDTH=320
SCREEN.OVERSCAN=Text
SCREEN.MODEId=0x00011000

For the 24-bit m-sm lance version:

platform.

SCREEN MODEID=0x00011800
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ttending shows is part and parcel of
aimost any consumer magazine. As
you'd expect, such gatherings gener-
w the same format — kiss hands,
© babies, chase-up gossip, hassle for
s and so on,

Wi this in mind, | packed a bag and hea-
o Florida to attended the world's
t computer graphics extravaganza,

it upper lips, | battled through glorious.
‘e and on to the show.

After the ubiquitous trip 1o the press office, it
ime 10 hit the stands and siip into show
mode. However, it was at this point that the
al format went out the window. Within min-
utes | found myself answering rather than ask
ing the questons.

n the biggest guns on the American
Amiga scene were desperate for all and any
news. Just prior 1o the event the Management
buy-out rumour had hit. Now everyone prev
ously secure in the knowledge that Samsung,
Hewiett Packard or Superman would save the
day were back to square one.

Obviously being one of the few fimeys in'the:
attendance | was an obvious target, but unfor-
tunately | was as much in the dark as every-
body else. After explaining as much, the con-
versation invariably turned to research and
development. Would they continue to support
the Amigal

Amazingly enough the vast majority had no
hesitation in saying yes ~ providing the new.
look Commodore could get ifs act together! To
be honest, | fully expected the vast maiority to
say enough's enough, we're packing up and
moving on 1o the PC or Macintosh.

Qbviously, even the biggest names wouldn't
find it easy to change direction at the drop of
the hat, but it was the underlying willngness to
stay with the machine that took me by sur-
prise. The will is there, and 50 is the demand
for machines, but as it stands there's simply no
more high-end Amigas left o buy — both home.
and abroad.

According to gossip, production of A4000s
't start until November at the earliest —

ied, God only knows. However there s a
aint gimmer of hope.

Atthough there’s been no official announce-
ment, t appears that Commodore have dou-
e wages of the engineering department

A question -
of confidence

A5 time runs out all eyes looks to Europe. The question is can M
Pleasance & (0. repair the damage infiicted by months of indecision

at West Chester R&D research faciity, no
coubtin an atemp 1 keep the remaiing st
untl

videography. They donit like, nor understand
video, and 1o teach them costs an absolue

For those waiting for the mythical et
with its Risc based CPU and Windows NT

show was the first offcial look at the Raptor Il
and Raptor Plus rendering engines.

Both units use Risc technology to bring
S adon |8 R VA S
sty Lo

s Eminc coonecion o ik e
G Abign il o oo Whicens
NT as the basic OS.
SAVIOUR

‘This move towards compatibilty between
formats could well prove the saviour of the
Amiga as the premier videographic deskiop
platiorm. Another massive announcement at
the show was the launch of Lightwave on both
PC and SGI formats.

Although seen as yet another nail in the
Amiga coffin by some, | feel it can only help
the cause in the long-term. If NewTek want to
maintain and develop a foot-hold in both the
PC and SGI markets they'll have to work hard
in the R&D department - the fts of which wil
also be appled to the Amiga version.

the PG market may be massive but its
the Amiga that dominates the video market,
quite simply because the PG is useless for

fortune.

‘They may be fast, but will that really
inspire videographers 1o trade their existing
Amiga systems, especially when they could

by simply adding a Raptor 1o their existing kit

Basically, the only thing that will il the
Amiga off is Commodore. The willngness to
develop and buy the machine is there. All
iy s dolnod 0w ke TRl

e ot st vt sotm it s
‘many developers will be forced 1o ook else-
where, whether they want to or ot

‘The future of the Amiga hinges on one key
factor. If the new look Commodore can't get
the range back in manufacture before
Christmas it looks very grim.

Fortunately the likelihood of the
Commodore bid being accepted seems more
and more certain. According to a reliable
source, a manufacturing deal s already in
place 1o start production of the entire range in
mainland China, while R&D will remain at

t Chester.

Lets hope the red tape is kept to a mini-
mum and the announcement made so we
can all get back to business.

Paul Austin

The AL team
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"...BY THE TIME | REACHED
THE SCENE, THE PISCS HAD
BEEN'RUBBED OUT '.
THERE WAS ﬂ/VL)’ ONETHING
T0 DO. CALL'SIEEN SOFTWARE|
FoR EXTRA BA(A’UP e

TELEPHONE
061-724 7572
FAX 061-724 4893

BAcKUP Pno Unlike other disc backup utilities, X-BACKUP PRO is
totally automatic and extramely simple to use. It is ully
compatible with ALL AMIGA computers.
X-Backup Pro is the most » Will backup virtually any disc onto another disc.
powerful disc backup utility « Full hard disc backup.
available for the Amiga, BUT o File management facilty.
DON'T TAKE OUR WORD FOR  Optimise, formas, repairs, veriies.
IT... CU Amiga Magazine, July 1993 @ Includes the ‘AUTOSWITCH' CYCLONE
g , s cartidge. Simply plugs into the external disc drive
I’S UNBEATABLE. Sacket at the rear of the Amiga, and plug your exte
‘s vertable bargainat just 2999 disc arive into the back of the CYCLONE cariridge for
i Computing. September 1993 unbealable disc backup power. An external disc drive
st ol and rlatle is required for use with the CYCLONE cartridge. These
o Conenetig. Sctember 1997 are available from us priced £54.99.
FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE.
H you can find a more powerlul disc backup utility, we
will give you your money back

-
+£1 postage & packing
THIS PRODUCT MUST NOT BE USED TO INFAINGE COPYRIGHT:

SPECIAL OFFER

Deluxe
1200 120 oy ex ith o
[ o el S 0 Wiisper et S dosign, Sutsany Ania.Celoa
32 it e autoconung Fos ‘quality metal casing. Quality
e A0 it l e nd

Incroase the speed of he computsr b

Baory backon ik kaape o caroc o and date CYCLONE

Vi e A1500 s avicnod o Simpie rapdoot insialaon. capacity. Long COMPATIBLE
cable.

TN : 54. iy

o Vosss Ordor NOW oy mmedi dspatcn
TG o Eliess Hhom ony Erees Mol LN

85mb only £1a¢

Ada £289.99 for A1200 ftld with above dr
e 25" nard e for he Amiga A1200IABD offr sposdy

imb on
Y00 ooy SRR Access/Visa accepted

Send a chequePostal order or credit card detais to
Bu

ment, Educaton and PLG orders wecone
Al pices incuds VAT at the curren rate. Postage and packing wil

pre-formatied and have workbench already
s harged i £3.50 per order (UK ), £7.50 Europe, £12.50 rest of

for immediate use. Fully guaranteed for

g service to personal calers B e ht 5 woting deye b alod o cheus
soundoian e s ceb B sy
IMPROVED Tro SOUNDBLASTER i a 10 watstereo ampifier hat
M ot compaiewi ih cual' way speaars, ower .
Supply and FREE STEREO HEADPHONES! a
S SNGALRSTLE e row iercanogaos []04 =

playing, imagine stunning stereo sound effects, crystal clear
samples and terrifig stereo tunes. The SOUNDBLASTER
also boosts games playabily!

JOFTWARE IS

Toe spoakes are powerl 50 watt 3 vay unisfeatuing e
2" ool 2 orker an s Bury R,
lweset o poveaa cifto,
owertcleh sound Manchester

wze

WE'VE GOT WHAT YOU NEED England




Frontier Innovations Pack

Comes complete with
Amigal 2 Frvlmer Elite Il

80 Mb Hard Drive Pack £489.99
120 Mb Hard Drive Pack £519.99
12 Months At Home Warranty from ICL.

BARGAIN SOFTWARE CLEARANCE

170 Mb Hard Drive Pack £579.99

UY 10DAY FAY
6 MonTHs

xmow*mm harges

*No Strings Attached * Subject to Status

Commodore 601
rapdoor upgrade fo the Amigt
600, 512K INDI PRICE .
The original and still
compatible memory card for

the only ful
‘mmwmmc«mmm“mmﬂ

cheap immitations.
IND| PRICE £99.99

Same s above but maximum 4Mb.
INDI PRICE £155.99

9599
Q435
€8s
©31

681
ava
s

9599
Q401
@
587

08
on

Qs

Real3DV2 €295.99
Alen Breed il £16.69

227
an
185
ae

sl
Dizzy's Crystal Kingdom £1.45
Lure of the Temptress £9.20

bl and
MZS' WHD5£|69”
IMLS"WHJ'SQWW

Amic ENT

BARGAIN STOC GA R i
CLEARANC ‘Kiorry Drves
e e b e

i oo s v

Amiga 500/ 500+
600

MBX 1200z MemoRrY
BoARDS

€595
€15.95
amss

20mhz + 20mhz FPU £68.99
MI1230 ACCELERATOR
OARDS

1416 €195

£34.99

€228 ng6-7 (1234

1195 14161195

loM uUDIO VisuAL ProbuCTS
Mep:
Take Twe
s o i INOT PRICE £3459
Vidr Anngn 12,

Alows,

fects aruidge s o'
ronsioay s ovcn NI PRICE 02699

colour digtiser on the market~ Amiga Format.
INDI PRICE £69.99
Rombo Vid Amiga 12KT)

g,
S rom any s st FllAA chipse support s s or o ATA0OIAW0S
INDI PRICE 12999

Rombo Vid Amiga 4 (RT) Pl FREE Pover Supply

e e T AR e
INDI PRICE £219.99

Amigs Scanner voted "Amiga Shopper Best Buy”. arrives complee wih
-‘wn.,.amw S Horg T sows thesmple, quck merging of

s
Foiru M memory & a Hard Disk to run OCR opion.

e £12999  £329.99

A S
PACE MODEMS The No. | n Telecoms
The MICROLIN FX 32 PLUS
High Speed

40mhz £139.
SOmhz +50mhz FPU  £299.99

OPAL VISION MAINBOARD
<« ? al Visi
ion Mainboard inc| Pain
S TR P
EE Montage 24
(  THEBEST SELLUNG "REAL TIME" PROFESSIONAL VIDEO
TiTuNG /ARE.

For a limited period from 10 April until 30 June we will be giving away 2 FREE
copy of Montage 24 worth 300 U.S Dollars. Montage 24 features Real Time
font scaling, and shadowing, colour spreads and transparency
effects with an effective resolution of | nanosecond. ts many image processing,
‘capabilities include translucency blending, image compositing and beveled
boxes. Now you can enjoy the benefits of the uitimate in high quality 24 - bit
iting for OpalVision and the Amiga.

[Cimited offer |

Amiga CD*
Once again Indi deal in town with a full €70 offthe fabuious
S i e 50 generous! s simple. The
T v G e W Y o o LR i S o SR
CD32 Comes wi Chaos Engine an

Microcosm and
e oo o G gaers S Wi Comamander CO12 T ey youe
favourite Music CD's

sy v
e arsmision

6999 SRR

compression.
‘when you have volumes of

 £269.99

Commodore LstPrice

£229.99

BUY NOW PAY IN 6 MONTHS INDI TEL 0543 419 999 FAX 0543 418079




Bargain
bacldrops

he idea behind Pro-fils is very sim-

2 gves the user the opporunity 1o

e own backdrops. Not 100 interesting in

e perhaps, but used with other uiiies it
<cope for some impressive effects

T firstbit of good news is that you donit
e 2 super-fast Amiga 10 so the package.
4 1 range of Amiga resolutions is available
g from low 10 high) allowing the user to
“ecse an option that suts their needs and
2 speed of their machine.

Semiarl, there is a choice between eight
2 16 colour palettes, a useful point since
e Amiga will move images with an eight
<siour paleite more quickly than with the

amer

Lucklly for European users, this American

can be configured for PAL as well as

MTSL. Another basic but important point is

=t it comes with an option to install and
assign the program into a hard-dive.

booted, the user is presented with a

b but functional control menu from which to

generate and save an impressive range of

iy and easily.

There i also support for overscan in
sumber of settings, an important addition if
the owner wants 1o use Pro-ils for video

jons

“The qualty of the backgrounds is generally
o a good standard with some detailed shad-
1ng. and with three disks to choose from there
should be more than enough choice for most
users.

Patterns range from simple brick ties and
weaves 1o sandstone or wood-ke effects, all
boasting fully interchangeable palettes. This is
ane reason why, with a bit of experimentation,
1t becomes clear that the simple control box
belies the package's versatiity. In fact, the

How does it worls

Compared to some other programs.

The:
tiled mg.mev, allowing entire screens
ted in any resolution with-
out m-mng large demands on hard-
drive space.

dirtuios can P e Pro-fla paigs
can generale 34,625 backgrounds at a max-
i veseutonol 1024009 10240

Having said this, other packages offer back-
drops that are more visually impressive.
However, these tend (0 use up huge chunks
of memor vhle i the sama e costrg &
great deal m

“The point ahou Pro il by comparison s
hat each backdrop brush takes only a mini-
mal amount of memory. Furthermore, the pro-
gram gives an estimation of the memory that
new backdrop wil use, which is ancther small
but well considered touch.

Of course, the possibilies offered by Pro-
fils come to lfe when it s used in conjuncion
with other utlites. Pro-ls is particularly good
value because you can use it vith packages
ke Deluxe-paint, Briliance and Scala (o cre-
ate customised effects

For instance, you can generate your own
brushes in D-Paint, though you may have 1o
adjust your paletts ~ taking care you leave
enough colours for your text and logos.

For people who own presentation soft-
ware like Scala or MediaPoint, Pro-

cations. Amigas are already
being widely used for mut

Fver wished you could create professional ——
presentations without spending a fortune ——
on the software ? Gareth lofthouse finds
out if Pro-fills offers a solution.
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media and presentation purposes, s there
should be a high level of demand for a pack-
age that can deliver the goods at a bargain

price.

Considering the minimal amount of mem-
ory required, the range of possibilties are
surprisingly good. What's more, it makes

ractive presentations available 1o owners
of Amigas both old and new.

Its a humble package that doesn't offer the
flashy effects available with other, more
expensive utiities, but it does its job well
because its makers have been thoughtful in
its implementation.

Used imaginatively, Pro-fils could be
invaluable when it comes to presention

Highly recomment

The bottom line

Product: Proils.
Supplier: Meridian Software.
Price: Approx. £47.95 per volume.
Tel: 0533 863501

Easeofuse 2=
Implementation 8
Value for money 9
Overal o 9




ALL WORK AND ALL PLAY

£299

(excluding VAT)

THE TWO-IN-ONE MONITOR
FROM MICROVITEC

There's a new, highly versacle, dual purpose  assured eliablity and qualicy by Microy
colour monitor that's unbelicvable value for  the UK's keading monitor manufacturer, g/
boch business and games usc. fearures include:

Compatible with all workbench modes, the e . / MICROVITEC
KH. [ ven perrormance marress |

Auto-Scan 1438 has high performance
electronics and an ultra fine tube for sharp, s f

R ully autoscanning T
Ty mages. MRPI compliant itec Ple, The Quadrant,

Designed and built to exacting standards for Designed and manufactured in the UK

CALL NOW ON 0244 377566 FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER




oot from your CoverDisk when de-
aecnng applications. The installer pro-
can be located via the install icon

= the appropriate name in
W 243 Only drawer.
The de-archiving procedure has been
much improved and now combines the
power o the official Commodore installer
‘Srogram with that of Workbench 2.0 and 3.0.
The installer program is designed to be
sowerful yet simple for the beginner and
Seatures a user-friendly interface allowing
you to de-archive programs with a minimum
amount of fuss. The installer programs for
2.and 3 users can be located via

52 icons named:

I il

Proceed, at which point you wil be told
o 10 insert a blank disk ready for formatting,

‘e you have clicked on Proceed, the
installer will indicate that it is formatting the
DFO. When this has finished, click

E i 3
pro

The Files orawer con-
tains all the ulities
set up 50 that you
can use them from
the CoverDisk. A
Games drawer s also
provided 5o that you
can play these imme-
diatey. I you wan to
install the games
make sure you copy
all the necessary files
across as listed in the
CoverDisk pages.

The Amiga lompwting loverlists is —

designed to be as simple to use as -
possible. Follow these instructions and

To run, simply double click on the icon
which willload up the installer program.

Using the installer
Ignore the buttons that appear when the
installr program bools up and simply click
n the Proceed button. The program will
then copy the necessary fles to RAM.
Once this has finished it il inform you
that it is about to format  disk in DFO. Click

on Proceed again to start the de-archivin
procedure. When the application has been
de-archived you will be told where the de-
SR Click once again on
Proceed to

i Any he you are unsure as to

her yo a1 coni saling, you

o ik on'he Abort ntll o

Ocoasionay. s mey read to st
instructions to your User-Startup file located
in the S directory so that they will function
correctly. If you want to add the instruc-

you'll be up and running in no time! —

We have now managed to fix the prob-
lem with AmigaDOS displaying a-“disk

m-u- sure you insert a blank disk

tions, click on Proceed when prompted.

Always boot from your CoverDisk when de-archiving
applications. The installer programs can be located via
the install icon with the appropriate name in the
WB_1.3_Only drawer.

InstatlEprogran

InsallpnLs

When you load up the 1.3 installer the program wil first
prepare tself ready to de-archive the program o a

blank disk(s). You will then be asked to insert a disk to
be formatted into DFO and either press y to continue o
o

rovided you answer y, the disk you insert will be
oand e application de-archived.

You should first run the MakeUtiitiesDisk 1.3 to format
a blank disk called ACUtiities which will be used to
store any utities you eventually nstall.

“This disk can be used with future CoverDisk ulities
until it becomes full. The MakeUtiitiesDisk1.3 program
will be a permanent feature of the CoverDisk.

To ol iiee ooc L (e i
CoverDisk inserted in DFO. Utiities can be instal
clicking on their o oo o lppvopnala
drawer in the WB_1.3_Only drawer. You cannot specify.
helfdeeiton en arj & onsto the Startup-
‘Sequence must be d lly.

When Instalied the uliies a1 coped to a drawer
called ACUtis on the ACULiites disk.

NOVEMBER 1994

The procedure for instaling uiites is much
the same as installing applcations, except
tha you can boot from your hard drive or
Workbench disk. As uiities don't need to be.
de-archived, you are asked 10 specify a

I you don't want to install o the default
directory you can change it by clicking on
Change Destination. The Show Drives but-
ton will allow you to select a new device and
directory. You can create a new drawer for
your utlity 1o go in by dlicking on the Make
New Drawer button and typing in the name.

ed in the WB_1.3_only drawer and instaling
your utiities 1o here. At times you may be
asked if you want to instal a utiity’s docu-
mentation. A tick box indicates that the docu-
mentation s selected for inclusion, but you
can clk on the box o inore I o sinly
cick on the Skip This Part
“The utity installer pmgrsms can be found

i s soproniéie pogeam cesiedl the
WB_283_Only dray




Enjoy our exclusive
preview of what
promises to be the
most feature-packed
and user-Ffriendly tewt
editor on the Amiga

Mlow you can really let
your Amiga do the works —
with our exclusive looks —
at Premiere Uision’s —
encellent Batch Factory

elcome to Batch Factory, a mas-
g ter control program that will
allow you 1o perform certain

functions on multiple files while you get
on with something else.

Batch Factory uses ARexx to perform
its functions, but don't worry, Merlin's
Software have kindly supplied several
pre-written scripts which you can use
with various applications including
ImageFX, ADPro and even AmigaDOS.
The full package contains many more

Amiga Compu
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abble with ARexx, AmigaD

and other such scripting language
the most popular program ha
n Cygnus Ed.
NOV
Directory
has Cygnu and as
indication of their confidence they are sug
lying you with

n exclusive sneak pre
iew of th o

P
package with limit

tar, the limi

e-month
after Dec

pre-defined scripts.

When you first load Batch Factory you
will be presented with the main scroen
from which all actions take place. The
source window is situated at the top-left
of the screen and it is here that you
select the directory which contains the
files you want to work on.

When you have clicked on an
appropriate device the files contained
therein will be displayed in the
directory window, just below the source
window.

From here you can select the files you
want to work simply by clicking on
them. To indicate which ones have
been selected, Batch Factory will display
your chosen files in the file list window,
the large area in the middie of the
screen.

Now that you have chosen the file you
wish to work on, you can select an
ARexx script to work on the files.

Click and hold the right mouse button
and select Select a Script from the Select
Script menu. You will then be asked if

u want to perform Single scripts or
Multiple scripts. Multiple allows you to




gving you plenty of time to make up your
mind to upgrade.

Lets take a look at the many features of
r demonstration version of Edge 2.0.
n the program loads you will be pre
ted with the main editing window. At the
Sottom of this window are several impor-

rike typing mode, K if the keypad is
active, the decimal ASCII value of the char-
cter under the cursor, the number of ines,

i size in bytes, number of changes, page
number and page fine number.

Most of Edge’s menus are self explana
e also have plenty of control
0 2.0 looks, feels and wo
a he Setings menus. Ok and hold down
the right mouse button and select Set
7om the 1op of the screen. Move down %

provided with the
along with severat
eference topics. It is clearly obvious what
hese topics do but they aiso make up an
mportant element in Edge's power
That is, to be able o customise the pro-
gram 10 your own needs. Obviously you
 save the configuration file but any
anges you make will remain while the
As we will be explaining Edge in much
ore detail next month we will cover the
asic concepts of the program, including
basic menu options this month.
ooking at the first menu — Project — the
1 three options read Clear, Open and

choose several script files which
will be run on the files you selected
one after the other. Single indicates
that you want to select only a
single ARexx script. Select Single for

Once you have selected Single’a file
requester will appear asking you to
select a script. Click on the directory
tabelled amiga and then on
AMIGA COPY_FILES.

Batch Factory will inform you of the
ARexx script you have chosen, at which
point you can click on Process.

The program will attempt to perform
the operation have selected
on the files you selected, and if all goes.
well a file requester will appear
asking you where you want to copy the
e o,

Click on OK to select RAM, at which
point Batch Factory will run through the
processing until it has finished, at which
point you will be notified.

As this is a demo version of Batch
Factory you will be limited to 15 files in
ane batch. Now you know how to batch
fes together and work on them, let’s

Include. Clear will erase the current text
from the page, Open will llow you to load
up atextfle no larger than 32 and Include
will allow you 1o insert a chosen tex! file at
the cursor position on the present editing
window. The Save, Save As, Print and
Print As all allow you to direct your fex file
1o either a disk or printer. The Windows
menu allows you to alter the way in which
the text editing windows are displayed. All
text editing takes place in a window.

Exdit is where you can basically cut, copy.
and pasi selectad le. f ou dvbleclek
the left mouse button over a charat
kit g S

if you clck the button again, but this time
hold it down and drag the mouse pointer,
you will notice that the text between the
pointer and the initial cursor position is
highiighted in white. The highiighted sec-
tion of text is referred to as a block. This
means that you can cut, copy and paste
large sections of text i 0ne go

In accordance with all the

st text edi

unwanted characters in your text that are

not alphabetical or numerical characters
you can simply select them and copy them
into the appropriate buffer rather that work
ing round the keyboard trying to find out
what key combination produces them.
Definitely a powerful addition to Edge’s
arsenal is its Macro facility. We will be

replayed at a later date

For example, you may want to change a
text file and apply this change over all
future files. You would Macro record the
changes using the original file and then
replay the Macro on al the other fls.

With the basic functions explained you
should be fairy confident with Edge. There
are many more exciting features to Edge
2.0 and we'll have more on these next
month,

tors, Edge 2.0 supplies

% (it smch s

enough in the Find/Replace window. This

means that you can search for specific cri

teria and replace any occurrences with
something else.

This is very useful for malling iss or as

a mail-merge faciity. Another very useful

addiion to the Find/Replace menu is the
Block to Find Buffer and Block to Replace = o [
Buffer. This allows you to select tex!, as e B e ] 7 W s

explained above and copy it into either the
find buffer or replace buffer. If you have

Vou can perform single actions or
muml!e ‘actions on batches using
Batch Factory willdo al the rest

take another ook at the display.

T d and Save buttons allow you
to load and save previously defined
batches. However, as this is a demon-
stration of Batch Factory these facilities
have been remove

View will allow you to show a picture
or read a text file. Simply select the file
you want to view o read in the File List
‘window and click on View.

Delete will remove the selected file
from the File List window and Clear will
clear the entire File List.

The Render and Loop buttons
require more extensive explanation
s0 we will be covering this in the
next issue of Amiga Computing. Have

Pl

No.

Address

Complete this coupon and retum it to:
Premier Vision, The Foundry, 156 Blackfriars Road
London SE1 BEN

You can order by card on

Tel: 071721 7050
Fax: 071-721 7049

0 send me Batch Factory (the fullproduct) at £39.95

Expiry date

Cheque/Postal Order payable to Premier Vision

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)
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Take your Amiga dia System to Warp Speed
with the WarpE: ning a Motorola 68040
at 80/40MH IPS of Workstation

Dramatically Increase Speed for 3D Rendering, Modeling and Layout.
Reduces Screen redraw times for Graphic Design and DTP.

How Fast is the W gine™:

Rendering the ' xample included  A4000/040-25MHz 2 minutes, 40 seconds

with LightWave: A4000Warp-40MHz Under a minute - Approximately 3 Times Faster!
A4000Warp-28MHz 1 minute, 22 seconds - 2 Times Faster

Diskspeed using 2.1Gig Barracuda Drive:  Read from file 9 Mbytes/sec  CPU Available: 94% - up to 9 Times Faster!

Coming Soon:
The ImpulsEngine™ is a 50MHz Accelerator
that can more than double the speed of an
Amiga3000 and add up to 64 Megabytes of
Local 030 Burst Memory™ S

1t 1 more cos ffective to install a WarpEngine 4028 Accelerator ifyou have an AmigA 8000100 thantd buya HardDrive con-
troller/memory board or one of e h which will take up expansion slots and won't accelerate your Amiga (Ram speed is actually SIovi
vill double your Rendering bpeed‘

time(4,8,16..
WarpEngine SIMMs) custom SIMM modules (only 4 or 16MB sm can be used but not at th ime | tﬁ'ﬂ%

from GVP.
The NCR SCSI-2 Fast 32Bit DMA Bus Master Proc

provides up to 10MB/s

“ontroller
g Power left available in your applications. All
n .unhke GVP which SCSI module and optional

Fastlane | 4091 | DKB3128
NO NO___[NO
e [No  [NO INO

NO NO? ¥ES |7

lopment,
 » Phone (810) 347-3332 « Fax (810) 347-6643



Complete Acceleration Solutions for the Amiga A4000 and A3000 Systems. The
WarpEngine™ provides the Highest Speed 040 Acceleration available with up to 128
Megabytes of Local 040 Burst Memory™ and the Fastest SCSI-2 HardDrive Controller
Available! All of this WITHOUT using a single Zorro III Slot! i

er!

The WarpEngine™ can

also be upgraded to use
the 060 in the future!

We have equipped half of our Toaster Systems with 40MHz WarpEngines
and have seen our rendering times triple in throughput speed.

Now we are going o install 40MHz WarpEngines in the rest of our
Toaster Systems.

Lee Wilson
Visual Effects Supervisor
RoboCop: The Series

ing with digital Video or Audio Po:
Production. Recommended for use
with the DPS Par card, \ o

and the Sunrise ADSIE




el COVERDIS K

op Gear 2 is the latest race game
from Gremiin Graphics and utlises

the full power of the A1
machine, including speed and graphics.
Gremin have kindly supplied us with an
xclusive demo of the game in which you
and a friend can race around one of the 64
different race tracks in true splitsoreen fash-
on. Strap yourselves in ‘cause here we go.
When Top Gear 2 has loaded you will be
presented with the main options screen.
From here you can select the amount of

200

where you'l actually compete over the pro-
vided cirui

Once you have chosen the amount of
players, select Options and you wil be able
o alter certain parameters regarding how
the game plays,

‘There s no sound in this demo but you
can bump up the skil levels of the other dri-
vers, making the challenge harder.

With the correct players and options set,
select Race Game in order to make your

| way 1o the grid. The next screen will aliow

| you to enter names for players, change the
gear controls between manual and automat-
o and choose between MPH or KPH for the
speed indicator and race.

With your preferences chosen, click on
Race and you will be shown the course infor-
mation. This particular course s a qualifier
over Auckland, Australasia.

Al the information you will need in order fo
prepare for the race is present, including

want to know about its nitro abil

the exh

ted amount of time, Be we

ly.

‘ately trying to steer round a bend you

Once you have the hang of controlling 1o car you may
. Press the Space bar
e o wl swich o, it by s coing

aust
i wil gesly o yur e bt ol o2 -
you only have a limited

-wm of nitros and |th bum fuel rapidly so use them

Also, make sure you employ the nitro at the correct
times. If you're haring up the track at 140KPH and then
decide to switch n the nitro you may find yourself desper-

hadn't noticed. If you
skid the car you're looking at a lot of damage. Familarise
yourseltwith the track and then let loose.Ifyou have a two-

Top Gear 2 - AL20C

Fut the pedal to the metal in
this gripping and enclusive
A1200 race game from race
Supremos, Gremlin Graphics

Running Top Gear 2

Insert the Top Gear 2 CoverDisk demo into your A1200 and
re-boot the machine. After a short while the game will load,
at which point you will be presented with the options
screen. Couldn't be simpler than that now, could it?

i the full game you can

the screen and the amount of fuel remain-
ing is shown below that,

To the right of the screen you can)
see the timer counting up, a miniature mag)
of the track, along with the 1st and 2nd|
place positions, the amount of laps remain-
ing and finally your current position in thel
pac

track length, laps, weather conditions
and time allowed. Click the fire buton to
continve,

The final screen before the race begins
(phow) i the hardware shop whore you can
buy improved car comporents wi he
money won from race

Th facity s nat svaleble I this domo
but makes the full version even more fanta-  Once you are familar with the display,
Jising. Cilck the fire button once more to  press the Help key again and at the end
race the countdown press that fire button 1o

Beore we begin racing lefs take a look  accelerate, making suro to kesp on the
around the racing display. Press the Help rack
key to pause the game. At the top left area As you pass other cars your new position
ofthe screen s the speedometer and below Wil be indicated above your car and your
that the currently selected gear. Car dam- co-pilot will shout out his or her approval
age s indcated on the car icon fo the left of  with some appropriate and wity romark

player game you can attempt o drive your opponent off the
rack, but beware of damage. Sustain too much damage and
You wil b disqulfed i is 1o wy or 8 dudetogo

AI the end of the race, and provided you have success-
fully qualified, you will be shown the championship table
and the race grid positions.

Unfortunately, that's where it ends. You'l have to go out
and buy the full version if you want to know what happens

next,

When the Top Gear 2 information screen appears, just
wait for a short while and you il be returned o the main
options screen. This is immediate for those who fail to
qualify. Have fun and burn rubber!

Tw players can race. .m.m in
our deme and ot
positions in the.

Amiga Computing|
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MenuStay

Author: Alexandor Loghis

MenuStay is a very smal utilty that il force
the Workbench menus to stay open when you
press the right mouse button. They can then
be switched back off by clicking the right
‘mouse button once again. To load MenuStay,
simply double-click on the icon and to remove
do exactly the same again.

P

press disks.

stantly eferring back to the command syntax.

AmiDocks

Author: Gary Knight

AmiDockis a superb it ullty which allows you o launch
programs simply by clicking on the appropriate image.

Implementing a very unique interface, you can create
brush images for a partcular application and incorporate
them into the interface.

‘Once you have created an appropriate assign (see instal-
lation instructions) double-click the AmiDock icon and a set
of pre-defined images will appear at the right-hand side of
the Workbench screen.

If you click on the square gadget alongside the two
arrows you willthen be able to access AmiDock's menus.
You will also notice that by clicking and holding down the
mouse button over the square, you can drag the icons to
wherever you want.

‘The Item menu allows you to add and delete new fies as
You wish, but you should fist design an appropriate con in
your favourite paint package, grab it as a brush and save it
1o the drawer of your appropriate Workbench resolution -
interlace or nor-intelace.

With the brush defined you can then add the program
into AmiDock. Select Add from the Edit menu and click the
Load button. This will allow you to select the fle - the fle
name willbe reflected in the Name string. You then select a

COVERDISK II—

brush for the application and also choose whether it is a
CLI or Workbench program. Once you okay your settings
the new program will be attached to the AmiDock
interface

SuperDuper 3.1

Author: Sebastiano Vigna
Workbench 2 and above only.

SuperDuper is a lightning fast disk copier and formatter
that is far more efficient than the Workbench diskcopy
and format routines,

“The program also has the abilty to buffer disk contents
into RAM, which means that i you are duplicating a disk
on to several other disks you only need read the source
disk once.

‘Once you have loaded SuperDuper you wil be presen-
ted with a very attractive user-nterface which is divided
into three sections.

e frst section allows you to choose which function
You want to apply to disks - whether t be copying, for-
matting or checking ~ the mid -section provides buttons
1o select the source and destination drives and the last
section offers several modes allowing you to change the

way in which the data is copied, formatted and checked.
When performing an operation, you can click on the Info

SuperDuper's functions and storage areas by
cicking the Options button and changing the buttons.
These preferences can then be saved by clicking
SaveCon.

J
0 i [ 1 i
4 o s 2
o ] s

Originally, DMS was written as a CLI program which
when run provided the user with somewhat confusing
instructions on how to actually compress and decom-

Fortunately, ParCon Software has come 1o the res-
cue by providing a user-friendly,intuiton interface for
DMS which provides a series of gadgets that allow
complete control over DS, without the need for con-

When you first load up DMSWorkBench you are
greeted by an attractive looking inerface with a series
of buttons. The most useful of these buttons is Read
and Wrie. These allow you to actually compress and

dmmpuu disks with the minimum amount of

“When you click on the Read button you will be

Froymaing Hiche P
Wi rogmmog. s (e

Con St

Copright 1994 P
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Vou can bring &

Py bl S

asked for a filename and location where the eventual
compressed disk fle should be stored. Users of 1Hb
RAM are not advised to save their DM files to RAM.

When you have decided this, click on the Drive but-
ton to set the target drive and then on Start o begin
compression.

To the right-hand side of the interface you will be
able to monitor the progress of compression, includ-
ing the current track being compressed and the time
taken. Any errors willalso be flashed.

Write works in much the same way - you select the
DMS file you wish to decompress, the disk drive you
wish to decompress to and then click on Start to

egin.

You can also compress and decompress high den-
ity and PC disks by clicking on the appropriaely
Iabelled buton.

Amiga Compu
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of editing power
with the Edge c.0 upgrade

Engrassed by our Fdge 2.0 (overlists? Then make sure you take
it all the way with the full packsage, including manual, for the
special offer price of just 575 linclude 515 for shigping].

Edge 2.0 is a text editor with configurable power that is
unmatched. When it comes to working on AmigaDOS
scripts and the like, this is the software to choose.

The Edge’s features include:
® Pl Aok support @ Aeynchianous eilor indows - use maliple windows
Pooling improves loading and editing speed
el i & Ontin Ll ® Vst ol sty

What you get for your money:
if you're to expiore the full possibilities of The

unavailable on the demo, this is enabled for the real thing.
‘Aftor December 15th you willnot be able to use your demo.
Buy the upgrade and make sure you don't fose that Edge.

Please send me Edge 2.0 (the full product)
Deliver to.

Name
Address
Posteode ———Daytime Telephone

Complete the coupon and return it to;

INOVAtronics GmbH, Lise-Meitner-St. 1, 85716 Unterschieissheim, Germany.
You can order by card on; Tel: 010 49 89 3173164 Fax: 010 49 89 3174957

Payable by credit card (Visa, EuroCard & American Express)

Card o 111 2 A e | A
Rest of World

INOVAWonics Inc, 8499 Greenville Ave. #2098, Dallas, TX 75231

You can order by card on: Tel: 010 1 214 340 4991 Fax: 010 1 214 240 8514

Payable by credit ard (Visa, EuroCard & American Express)

ewico, ([T TILITLITTTICLLT] somasnl_7_]
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t's an undeniable fact that
modems are getting fast. V. Fast
in fact, as this is the latest stan-

Sabotics answer 1o that, if indeed the Supra
was a question.

V. Fast modems operate at 28,800 baud,
extreme tum of speed for the information
sungry 90s, and a baud rate unsurpassed
# the history of comms.

This is double the speed of the fastest

have 10 ask yourself where all this is
ing 10 end?

Modems which are so fast they download
e file, of any size, virtually instantly? A
2M5 download in the time it takes 1o click
‘e mouse? It seems impossible now but
hink about it

The modem 1 have next to my Amiga is

2 reality, for sure, and probably faster stil

VERSATILE
‘The current crop of modems are fast, you
go that bit right, but they also have another
unch of features to do with what modems.
g0 as well as sit there being modes.
modems are now also fax
machines, enabling users to send and
receive faxes to and from their computers.
No modem worth the name has anything

upgrade the software in the machine to a
nigher standard.

US Robotics has a BBS in the US which
carries software upgrades for the modems.
1 has a quick connect feature, which cuts
the *training” time, like when the modem
connects 1o a service.

Usually this can rage between nine and
20 seconds with a conventional modem, but

gewy or wot?

-

==

with the V. Fast, when you're on, you're on.

“The modem not only auto adjusts its con-
nect rate to match the incoming signal, but
also it has ASL, or adapive speed levelling
allowing the modem to change speeds for
more reliable signals while it is on-line.
(Normally if you had to change rates you
had to disconnect and reconnect after you'd
adjusted the speed.)

It has fax ability, as both a class 1 and
class 2 fax software. As yet class 2 software
is only available for the Supra (if memory

Is this the best modem ever? Well, okay it is sleek and black and sexy looking, and
itis one of the fastest things on four litle rubber feet. It's very flat 0o, so it can sit

under your ph

Erm, well at least if your phone has enough clearance underneath, as there is a
big ridge on top of the modem and on my phone it lifted the rubber feet on the
phone off the surface, meaning that the phone just slid around on top.

But that's a petty niggle, as | usually sit a disk drive or a pot of pens on top of the
modem anyway.
Modems are really coming down in price, as there was a time when the next big

thing, which V. Fast certainly is, would be at least six times

‘more expensive than the

current workaday standard. But it's now cheaper than ever before to get into V. Fast

comm:

HARDWARE

peed

Phil 5outh looks at the
latest in 28.8 technology
from U5 Robotics

e

serves), although it shouldn't be long until
the guys at Greg Perry Software come up
with a new version of GPFax to match
these new machines.

There is a button on the front of the
machine which has a unique function. It is
the voice/data toggle switch, and
enables you to switch from voice to data
without issuing an AT command.

Although most phones allow you to use
the modem and use the phone one after
the other without a problem, some
phone/modem combinations have a prob-
lem with handset exclusion.

1o get back to data once you've switched to
voice.

You can only do this when the modem is
off-ine. If you are on-line and you hit the
voice switch, you will terminate the data
line. The button also enables you to set the
modem for remote access, if you want to
call the modem and access your computer
from a remote site.
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s many of my friends wil tell you, |

: one else took care of it for me. I'm the
| st of person who only does the washing up.
wen there are no more clean plates.

Sut on my machine Im as strict as a dil
sageant. | know where to find every file on
= machine and nothing gets introduced to
=y machine unless | know where it should be
3

| 1 guess this tidiness s an obsession made
| warse by the number of machines | tend to
| at are completely disorganised. Amiga
Swners have it easy in a number of ways Il
30 o later, but they seem the worst of the.

| Sunch most of the time.
e visited clients and not been even able
% put stuff on their machine because | don't
o where it should go, and worse sti,nei-

did they!

Hopefully his artice should be able 1o help
a hard drive-equipped Amiga to

22 2 itleticier with very lte effort (and make

my job easier o boot).

Firstly, many of you reading this article
know it about AmigaDOS and care less.
That's okay, you don't need to know. For
thosa interested there is a boxout detailing all
those diferent directories that come as stan-
dard on every Amiga, but for the rest o you,
rest easy.

I'm not going to get you to write
AmigaDOS scripls or ask you (o remember
obscure shell commands. Well, you might
need 1o type in a couple of sentences, but
thats al

The frst way that the Amiga beats the PC
and Macinosh lies in the assign command.
This allows you to get access 10 the fles you
want quickly and easil

Say you do a lot of graphics work, pic-
tures, animations, brushes and 50 on
Wouldn't it be easy i, instead of having 10.go
through allthe diferent drawers of your hard
drive picking fles here and there, you could

we them al in one place, easily accessible
from any program that needs them? Wel, it

—

—

FEATURE

is easy. All you need fo do is make an assign
The way to make an assign is 1o Create a
crawer on your hard dive called, or the sake
of argument, Bim:
Done that? Okay then, now al you need to
do 1o assign that drawer is 10 open a shell
window and type:

s itaaps: *+seitaags

where **** represents the

ame ot hard e wharo
You put the Bitmaps dra

Now ) ot b

paint, image process-

ing or animation

>

In the best of

Files not Found,
trashing hard
drives and cryptic
messages. o any
of these sound
familiar?

Franks flord dons
his white coat

and patches up

your Amiga
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program and hit the Volumes button when

you use the file requester you should see
inthe list

The best thing of all is it will take the

same amount of mouse clicks to reach no

wor be  maps: asig” egain nete
you retype it in the Shel

1m sure you don't vel!ly want 1o have o
do that, so the best way around it is to edit
the User-Startup file. To do 5o just open a
Shel window — | won't get you to do this
much more, | promise — and type

window should open up. It might say at the
bottom “Creating new file” if you haven't

-
of the fils and add the “Assign Bitmaps:"
+ line we already tried. Whie you're in there
you might want o add some more assigns.
0 Table | shows you some to- jou started

You might end 4 ke

1 searching

through an enormous list of
assons 1o by and find the

one oy want

B Sitser-startep

Once you have hit the return key a new

© Bitmaps: for pictures
Anims: for animations

@ Brushes-or brushes (you might want fo
put these in Bitmaps instead, seeing as
they are pictures in their own right)

@ Docs: for DTP documents or word

processed letiers
© Text: for ASCII tex fles

© WP for word processed fles
Cibeods spreadsheet files

® D for Comms, to put all your
il Nes e

® Uploads: same again for files for
uploading. You might even want to sepa-
rate the files another way, say Homework:
or by a clients name.

Taio |

It's all IBS: and DEUS:

If you are confused about allthe different drawers.

various essential drawers necossary for the suc-
cessful operation of Workbent

Listing them aighabalical, the st we come
tois C:. This drawer conf Il the AmigaDOS
B i s it et o by the startup-
sequence and user-startup.

Some C: commands over the years have been
moved from the C: directory and put into the
Kickstart ROM, which is why looking for the Echo
command, for instance, is a waste of i

There are n r any of these files
because the programs they represent are not
used from the Workbench, but only from the
Shell

I you are running Workbench 3 the next
rawer we come o is Classes. Classes contains
warious items to do with running Workbench, the
main ones being datatypes for use with Multiview
(and any other datatype-supporting program),

The next drawer in our list is DEVS: This name

Whatever is simplest usually works best.
After all, you might end up searching
through an enormous list of assigns to try.
and find the one you want, which rather
defeats the object of the whole exercise.

Now, every time you boot your machine
you wil have all those convenient assigns.

The location of the drawer is unimpor-

more DH1:OtherStuff/Things/wossna
mesinewbits DPainUPictures

PARTITIONS

By the way, before you reboot to take
advantage of all those great assigns
Youve just made, make sure you have cre-
ated the necessary drawers for them.
There now, that wasn't so painful was it?
And | promise that | won't get you to use
the Shell again.

Onto the next phase in reorganisation
This is a bit of a two-parter. The firs bit is
standard to any Amiga. First of all let's
‘assume most of you have the standard two.
parttions that hard drive-equipped Amigas.
come with, normally Workbench: and
Work: for AB00, A1200 and A4000 owners.

If you only have one partition most of
this stuff is going to be redundant, but don't
stop reading. If you have loads of ltle par-
tions, what are you doing? Each parttion
you have chews up extra RAM and
reduces the overall size of your hard drive.

The Tools menu

In Workbench 2 there is a Tools menu al

menu only contains the command

e had your machine for longer
it kv alve:ﬂy ot either
ToalManager, ToolsDaeron o one o the
other Tools menu utilities in your

/BStartup drawer.

These programs are commodities that,
allow you 1o put your favourite programs in
the Tools menu or create n
your own to put your programs in. This
e all the hassle of having o click

through endiess drawers trying to find the
pmgvams You want 10 run.

se a combination of both

Tnalenagar and ToolsDaemon to give:

Try to keep the number of partitions 0 &
minimurm if you have a hard drive under
100MB. Even if you've got @ really big
drive you shouldn't need to have too m:
partions.

I have about 1.3GB of storage and only.
have four partitions: Workbench:, Work:.
Other: and Data:. Other: has all the stuff
that can't be classified in it and games;
Data: contains exactly that, pictures, anims

programs | need to use to create all the
files in Data:.

The first thing is that your Workbench:
partition is really small, right? Between 5

is short for devices and is inside other drawers
pertaining to the various devices attached to or
part of your Amiga - for instance, monior dr-

hare;ptae s o e
In the main part of DEVS: there are ;oo e
il ol bt
serial.device, parallel.device and printer.device
and various others. If you used ParNET, your par-
0 and parnet mountlist would go in

Naxi s Excaruion This dossrtget used aa

id under Workbench 1.3
but Is similar to DEVS: in that it is used o hold
drivers for additional hardware like hard drive
controllers or graphics cards.

COMMANDS

Sl s more than likely empty on your

achine. When your Amiga boots, a command is
{ssusd in the startup-sequence called bind-
drivers.

This loads all the .device programs in DEVS:
along with the selected printer, monitor and key-
board drivers. It also then looks in the Expansion
drawer to see if there is anything in there, and if
there s, it loads that too.

On 10 L:. L: isn't used as much these day:
A 30t whars the ik vabalo I
along with various other essentials which have
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now been incorporated into Kickstart.

It stil holds “handiers” which are similar to
.device programs. It doesn’t have an icon
because there is no point loading the programs

Workbench. LIBS: (short for libraries surprisingly
enough) is where our Amiga scores another
‘advantage over other systems.

miga uses a set of linked libraries that

loaded as necessary and evi
grams are using the same library, that library only
needs to be loaded once.

Libraries are programs that never need o be
loaded manually, hence the lack of an icon for
this drawer or the files inside.

W you ars running Workhench 21 o hgher the
next drawer we come to is Locale. Locale makes
your Amiga more user-friendly to chums all
across the globe.

Next on our list of interesting places to visit on
your Workbench disk is Prefs. This is the most
used drawer on many people’s hard drive as the:
choose all sorts of garish patterns for Workbench
backdrops, change their fonts for menus and
icons, or show people how silly a mouse pointer
they can create.

Inside the Prefs drawer resides another




e seerams in the Tools menu and seven other
s mciucing Prefs; which has al the preferences
in 1, and Graphics; which has all my paint
. amumaition tools, Including  sub-menu for 30
grams that | use regulary.
Gee of the nicest things about both these pro-
s s that you don' have 1o type anything i 10 get
s programs running — all you have to do is drag
e o0 for the program you want 10 run nto the
Tesdanager or ToolsDaemon window and that’s it
BONUS

s an added bonus for ToolManager users, it is
sesste 1o create a dock window or place icons on
e Wiorkbench screen. The dock can be spread hork-
sareaty or vertically and can have fs lems duplicated
e men

Sy, a couple of tips for using these programs.
Mase sure you pay careful attention 10 the “Work
Seeciory” setting in TooManager. f you are using a
S e o usos 08 bt Wt sy,
o 20 set the “WorkDirectory:” {0 your Text: assign.

B s i tax\ editor

[Fearune ]l

Whather you choose Toolmanager or ToolsDasmon (or both), they will cetainly speed up Werkbench operation

from the menu, whenever you open a file the file
requester wil automatically start in your Text
directory.
With ToolsDaemon you can actualy perform more
than one acton with a single menu cick. By entering
items manually in the right-hand window o

e 8MB? Well, that's just not big enough if
Jeuv2 going to have lots of fonts, ARexx
sempts and Tools is it?

The only way to get around it i to move
8 w0 fls elsewhere, or o fimit what you
5 20 your hard drive. Now, | don't believe
= seting mysolf, so I rather go for the for-
e than the latter, but ' up o you.

0 | know | promised not to have 1o
make you use the Shell again, but if you
et your machine 1o be in tip-top condition
e just going 1o have 10 editthat startup-

So. apen a Shell window and type:

| Sistartseauence

and hit return. This time there should defi-
nitely be some text extant in the file. Now
ook out for the bit where all the assigns
crop up. There should be one for FONTS;,
one for REXX: and a path statement for

Tools.

We'll deal with the REXX: assign first as
its the easiest. Simply change the line to
read:

Assfan RERL: W08chten

where **** is the name of your larger hard
drive partition. This actually helps in more
ways than o

Firstly, it will stop your Workbench parti-
tion from getting clogged up and secondly

portant directory by the name of Env-Archive.
we-Archive (which has the assign ENVARC:)
antains all the settings for Workbench, as well
= quite a few other programs.

Every time you boot your machine whatever is
ENVARC: gets copied 10 a directory called
v:in RAM. This is to allow temporary seatings
= program

instanca choosing Use rather than Save in
v of the Preferences programs will result in a
V: rather than ENVARC: s

esting. Rexx is the place where the ARexx serv-
programs reside and gets a visit from most
Aemiga users about as often as Outer Mongolia.

SCRIPTS

Stipping out of Rexxc we drop hurriedly into S:.
S s for scripts and that is what we find in here.

= two main inhabitants are the Startup-
=quence and user-startup which are the scripts
1ol the Amiga what to do when it is booting
After S: on some machines running
ckbench 2.1 or higher there comes Storage.
s is a storeroom for unwanted files in DEVS:. It
e o sha o el oo s fhomtce
wivers that aren't currently being

Once you have found your S!Dlagu disk we'll

=

B e —
Soaciat orrery T

T colour wheo! and siider in this
Windo re examel s

move onto the System drawer. The system
drawer contains, for the most part, programs that
might make more sense being in the C: drawer.

Some of the programs, of course, need o be
available via icons, and that is why they reside
here. You should find Shell, Format and
RexxMast in here, among others.

much in here. Files you find in here immediately
after a reboot can be deleted as they are

‘ToolsDaemon you can buid up a list of events that
occur.

You might want to change screenmode and your
50 pointer at the same time, or make an assign

mou
only when you run a particular program. It's very

you mght have nolos tha, by dfe
REXX:is assigned 0 .

Wel, 5 1s here. your startup-sequence,
user-startup and other similar files are
located and if you end up with umpteen
ARexx scripts in the same drawer its going
to make it tough 1o find your user-startup
when you want it. Again, do remember o
create the ARexx drawer where you have
assigned it

“The part of the startup-sequence where
FONTS: are assigned looks  litle more
complex what with all the “If exists" state-
ments, but they don' really matter, Just cut
out these lines

1FAGT BUISTS SYStfonts  Assign FONTS: Endif

>

mporary files created by some program or other
jen't been cleared up, either because the
ine crashed or you rebooted without closing
‘everything down first.

Following that, the Tools drawer looms up. If
you are really short on space a lot of the pro-
grams in Tools can be deleted. If for instance you
are not the proud owner of an AG00 or A1200 you
can merrily rid yourself of the PrepCard tool as it
applies only to machines with a PCMCIA slot.

CMD, GraphicDump and PrintFiles have all got
replacements inside other programs, and
MEmacs is a text editor based on the Unix stan-
dard EMacs. It too can be deleted if you are
already using another program o edit text files.

Our penultimate stopover is Utilities. This
drawer contains More; the text reader, a clock
and, f you are running Workbench 3, Multiview.

Last but definitely not least, is WBStartup.

grams that get put into WBStartup are called
Commodities and are useful little tools like
screenblankers, virus checkers or Workbench
improvers.

I you are not sure about where to put files and
the documentation accompanying them gives
you no clues, it is not usually a good idea just to
shove them into C: or LIBS: or whatever.
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>
‘and replace them with this line:

Rusian Fonts: evefonts

where **** is the name of your larger hard
drive partion.

Okay, that's that sorted. Did you make
the fonts drawer? The last part of messing
with the startup-sequence deals with the
path statement for Tools.

This is slightly less important than deal-
ing with the assigns, especially if you
never use the Shell. However, just for
completeness sake, if you are going to
make Work: the new home for your Tools
drawer, simply change the path statement
from:

Join s s

R

o

W

it iitone
» v

tosls
A

R, naw s wove done i s diing
we're half-way 1o a better system.
only say half-way? Yes, because -
you've been doing stuff behind my back
you haven't yet copied all the files you
need into the new locations we've baen
creating

S0 now just transfer all your fonts to
your new font drawer, all your ARexx
Scripts 1o your ARexx drawer (this one
‘might be tougher as you'll have 1o be able
10 tell the difference between an ARexx
script and an ordinary AmigaDOS script
The easiest way to work it out is that
ARexx scripts always start with the
characters /")

You should also take some time moving
all your pictures, text fles, spreadsheets,
and so on into the new assigned drawers
you have created.

MANAGEMENT

It you are siting there right now wonder-

g how on earth you are going to do
all this file moving you obviously don't

g

(ustomising
your i mar-
ager is one of the most
proftable things you can
do - roductity-uise

Quartorback is
extremely fast at

llew buttons

Customising your file manager is one of
the most profitable things you can do ~
productivity-wise. Being able to achieve
complex operations like de-archiving
or editing startup-sequences at the
touch of a single button or menu item will
save you an awlul ot of time in the long
run, at the expense of a lttle tinkering
now.

For instance, now that we have set up
all those assigns in our User-startup,
wouldn' it be nice to make them easy to
getatin Directory Opus?

Nothing could be simpler. Go into the
configure program and click on the
Buttons icon. Find an emply button and
clickonit

This should bring up the Bution Edit
screen. In here you should give your
button a name, which should be the
sagnilst e aesmaime are werkpg

= iimepé: aasion; 3o call-the
button Bitmape:).then whate: yod
sl i 1
command

Seandie Bitnspe:

‘and hit return. That command should now.
‘appear in the command list. Next, hit OK.

HDTools

To complement the fist of useful commod-
YouTsomale o iane o0 e

some useul, f not essential, hard drive utii-
et b v
in each of the following categorie

your hard drive and on floppy ol e

Beeio Sefan 1 ke a0 e
rag and seems fike & waste of time and
mm. butitisa least make
a backup prior to changing the status of
r hard drive, repartiioning it for instance.

have any sort of fi

ram.
It you don't, shame on you. Uncle
Frank's rule number one: If you've got a
hard drive, you need a file management
program. There are plenty of them out
some are free and others cost dosh
and I've listed a few of each in a boxout
ater on.

Go 10 it. Once you have finished moving
all the files around that you need you
ready for a reboot. You should
now have a hard drive that isn' dificult to
navigate, and as long as you continue to
use the Bitmaps: drawer for all your pic-
the Docs: drawer for all your DTP
sies. and the WP: drawer for all your let-
4275 you should find life with your Amiga
more productive and even easier than
e

and carry on making as many new b
tons as you need.

If you are using a recent revision o
Directory Opus, you can actually put

get the same functionality, but never|
mi
With DiskMaster, however, you can

you load DiskMaster it will have the!
same directory list up as the last time you
it

a
The only caveat with this method

something wrong, quit and it gets saved|
that way.

All you need do now is edit the start-
up.dm file and where the Quit men item
is you should change it 50 that the line
reads:

st st a6, By
5:8tarup. Mt

You might also want to put the following
line in after:

s partton hardy needs optimisation
o e s wi e

igas. Not very good. but il corel
m
© Guareack: Getting better all the
Now up 1o version 6 and can at last do
ple volume backups. Support for t

ry good with excellent
up rates.
O R o
as Quarterback, but

that backup automatically if desired.

Utlity software — This section includes.

‘misation, file recovery, crashed disk
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tifully executed, Upper Disk Tools uses



it ho Save, Wit st fn

= s vy smal sample of the cus-

s AmigaGuide documents, show
2CX and Jpeg pictures or display
sies.

to create a new device
acts like a hard drive and can be
% recover lost files or reorganise

iv ~ By Dave Haynie, an ex-

member ind all round

%50, DiskSalv is a shareware prod-

for the recovery of fles. It does

‘go0d job of it and is actualy faster

Ami-Back Tools at bringing loved
ok from the dead.

k Tools Deluxe — A much
‘update to the original Quarterback

Here are some of
ing commodities. ':mmmu

u.miﬂ
ARQ - This makes Workbench look a lot
prefter with animated roquestars popping

Key for OK and the Esc key for Cancel.
AssignX — Ever get those annoying
requesters popping up saying “Please
insert volume blah in any drive...?"
AssignX gives you new options apart from
Retry and Cancel. The most important is
Assign. Hitting this button will bring up a
file requester allowing you 1o assign vol-
ume Blah to whatever directory you

choose.
ClickToFront — One of the only
Commodore-supplied commodites that |
use, it is at its most useful when you
gl et o U
“This way, double-clicking on
Ry bring it to the front of the
stack,

FEATURE

TitleClock ' been waiting fo this tool
for a very long time. | had always seen
that on other machines that didnt have
the muliple screen philosophy of the
Amiga, tilebar clocks were always avaik
now there's one for the Amiga
100, 1t will jump 1o the frontmost screen at
all times and has a very configurable
dateftime.
ToolManager & ToolsDaemon ~ The
best aid to productivity. Lok around
these pages for the boxout about thern

owner should be without. Its beter o be
safe than sor

‘Along with these commodites, a few of
the Shell-based utiities | would not be

gets into those nify little pop-up menus
you see on other machines.
FOCO — or Format Controller. With this
commodity installed, nserting an unformat-
ted floppy into a drive will bring up a
requester asking if you wish to format it
FOCO's only downside is that it doesn't
ofter a facilty to format DCF disks.
MagicMenu — This terific ool lets you use
your right mouse button 10 bring up menus
anywhere on the screen.
MFR — Magic File Requester is just that. If
a program uses the standard ASL file
requester, Req or ReqTools requesters,
MFR replaces them wit its own. MFR has
customisable positioning, fonts and even
scrolbars, but its most useful feature is the
abilty to delete or rename files and make

KingCon — A replacement for the CON:
device that gives drag and drop directory
manipulation, command line history,
name completion and saveable bufer,
among other benefis.

InstallNewAlert — Whenever your Amiga
crashes you get a red alert box with two
cryptic numbers in . One s the task that
caused the crash, the other s the reason
it caused the crash. InstallNewAlert gives.

You these facts in plain English.

FontCacheX - Gotan snomous ons?
FontcacheX puls tinio RAM: so alihough
et e Vol ciack e e
tory it il take the same time

Suncocuont e ik b ch st
some cases aimost instantaneous. A
great help if you are using DPaint or

Swazinfo - Oy for users of Workbench 3
and up. It replaces the normal icon infor-
mation window with a much better one,
giving drag and drop faciltes for changing
the icon image, networking ownership bits
(not 100 useful, his one) and various other
features.

e o can so, P i ¢ ke

|
Move - This Shell command does exa
what it says, it moves files (what did you

expect?).
SnoopDOS — Don't you just hate it when
you have a program that just won't run
and you can't figure out why? Well,
SnoopDOS should be able to help out
with problems of this sor, and as such is
a necessity for all hard drive owners
(especially as it is a Public Domain
program).

What s it? Well, as you shouid be able

tasks scrolling upwards through it
00pDOS wil tel you wha files a pro-
gram is looking for and, more img
wil inform you i there aro any faires o
load or open a file. Because SrioopDOS
gives a path, it means it s usually pretty
easy 1o see where any problems you
having i

—
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THE PERFECT ALLIN PACKAGE FOR YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS.

1 min Offe

functions to club membership lists and business records.

® Incredible GRAPHICS with more than 18 types of graphs
and charts available to brighten up your presentations or make
your month by month financial situation as easy to appreciate
‘s possible. You can even make use of eye-catching 3D effects!

w s
ver indes,
Incorporate up to 50 felds

38 v o o o s
et

@ A professional WORDPROCESSOR with powerful graphics @ A flexible SPREADSHEET with more than 50 functions,
capabilties and a 50,000 word spell checker. Ideal for a wide simplifying the most complex domestic monthly budgets or
and ial cash
@ A versatile DATABASE which is simple to use and powerful @ A supremely friendly DISC MANAGER to make using your
enough to deal with anything from basic address book Amiga as painless a task as possible.

spresdineet. prepa
g o abes .uﬂ
Column widths, insert o

Gelete cotumns, cut and




1 you use your Amiga for anything
besides blasting Space Spuds from
Planet Londo, then you'l appreciate
emportance of qualty fonts. For deskiop
B e
S Jook-alike documents and attention-
gastng designs.
wiaeo producers require fonts that are
s enough 1o be read on fuzzy TV dis-
s, but distinctive enough to grab atten-
%o Early versions of AmigaDOS supported
y low-resolution bitmapped fonts, which
e fine for screen display (i the font hap-
sued 10 come in the size you needed), but
ke terrbly blocky on the printed page.
4migaDOS 2.04 and later support
Sempugraphic outline fonts, which can
sty be resized to provide top-notch results
7 50t the screen and printed page.
e perfect panacea for font users, right?
uld be, except that the PC and
Qi vk eocentzs o0 ox.
/eType, not Compugraphic, as

Secause of ths, there are thousands more
seetaces available in those formats, ranging
e free TrueType fonts to professional
Script fonts that cost hundreds of
aiars.
Soft-Logik's newly upgraded TypeSmith
‘ats you convert both PostScript and
TreType fonts for use on the Amiga — now
an find virtually any typeface for your

a

TypeSith alows you to design your own
seface and save i in any supporlod format

 fact, TypeSmith is primarily a font
sesign and modification editor, although
many Amigans use it primari for font con-
sersion, making only minor tweaks (0 type-
oos.

TRUETYPE
The biggest improvement to version 2.5 is
e addfion of TrueType support. TrueType
= e font standard used by both the PC's
Windows 3.1 and the Macintosh'’s Syste 7.
The abilty to convert TrueType fonts to
Sempugraphic or PostScript formats gives.
4o acoess 1o a huge library of inexpensive
B L tas wiavesupporiad
sstScript import (Type 1) and export (Types
% 2nd 3). Release 2.5 features significantly
Seser hinting for PostScript fonts.
program will also load and save IFF
52D drawings (allowing you to create or
ey characters in a drawing program, or
#=port clip art into a font), and load (but not
save) fonts in the original PageStream font
Seemat. The program’s native font format is

in any stylo, and ail
o total contrast via splines

Looks familar but s ail
Change nside the software
REF, an IFF format that allows for very fast
loading and saving, but s so far only used by
TypeSmith

You can also oad and save bitmapped
fonts (standard Amiga bitmaps, PostScript
ABF, or Soft-Logk format), as well as Ami
IFF bitmap pictures (useful if you want to
Scan a printed typeace).

New commands to remove unnecessary
points and correct path directions to
PostScrpt standard are handy for both con-
verted and traced fonts.

TypeSmith's font editing features aren't
changed in this version, but they were
alteady pretty complete to begin with

Using an interface  similar to
PageSirean's, with muliple editing windows
R oo b ) o oo

ind simuitaneously display muk-

e T s et

‘ou can copy, cut, and paste characters
from one font o another, a eature useful for
adding missing characters, such as the
pound or copyright symbols, 10 incomplete
fonts

Outine fonts are edited using splines. You
can also create and edit bitmap fonts,
although TypeSmith's features are geared
more for outine use.

Gharacters can be rotated, flipped, or
skewed (useful as a start for creating an alic
font) indvidually or throughout the entire
font. A help bar at the battom of the window

Almost
perfect

TypeSmith is the only game in town when it comes to creat-
ing and converting outline fonts on the Amiga, so Soft-Logik
could easily have rested on their laurels and expected it to
sell itself,

Instead, the company has taken an already good program
and made it nearly perfect. There are still a few nits to pick -
autotrace could be made a bit smarter, for instance ~ but
overall it's a wonderful program.

If you use your Amiga for desktop publishing or video
titling, this program is a must-have, as it opens the door to
using virtually every popular font in existence on your
favourite computer.

d if you own a PC or Mac along with your Amiga, or use
an emulator, you can use TypeSr

mith to convert typefaces, so
you can have access to the same typefaces on all the plat-
forms you use.

a Compu:

o

TypeSmith has been upgraded. flow
you can use every popular font in
eistence. Denny Atkin reveals all

always displays the function of the gadget
fer the mouse, making it easy to learm
how to use these features.

1f you want to sample your handiwork,
TypeSmith allows you to print samples of
your fonts. Earlier versions of the program
would only print individual characters or a
limited sample of the characters.

Version 2.5 wilprint a complete font refer-
ence sheet, with samples of all the charac
ters printed next to their ASCII values.

Ly

Thanks to the new version
complote

u can now get &
printout of your entire charactor set

2Mb
Memory (12 hip)

Memory quwe.cp)  Hard

Workbench

s Ll

The bottom line

Product: TypeSmith 2.5
Supplier: Soft-Logik
Price: $199.95
Tel: 314-894-3280

Ease of use
Implementation
Value oney_

g
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In Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire
and by Mail Order... NATIONWIDE!
Always with speedy delivery!
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85Mb 130Mb 250Mb_340Mb
£15495 £18935 £26935 £33455
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A GREAT RANGE OF GENLOCKS FOR ALL AMIGAS THAT WILL GIVE YOU
PROFESSIONAL VIDEOJCOMPUTER EFFECTS - Phane for n-store demonstrato.

tes 2 Vs Mok, Do o
e Honior TouGhport et

7 NEW.. Amtak 5%, bt s checkerand 26295
e i s caio it

oo e cle e e e 055
Powar 3.5 e - 500

For ASD0S00+ 43,95 For ABOO1200¢ £54.55 For AYS0020004
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1 o PONEROANE 0 S0

gordon

computers limited

Order Hotline 01-773 836781
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AGREATNEWDGTSER AVALABLE AT A RACTON F T4 PRCEY0UD BXcT

Comtimatin LED'S " Now INCLUDES FREE m"mumamm ware

The Best Selling Word
Processor and Database
for the Amiga...

Pen Pa
Since its launch, Pen Pal has

become the most p()pll]dr
package of its type!

g when you consider
extensive features at
your fingertips. (om ed with its user
friendly simplicity, it was bound to be
a winner!
Amiga Format, when reviewing word
processors, said there was
Pen Pal”, Quite a prediction it seems as
in a later feature lhey confirmed Pen Pal was
I)esl \alur for mong
ou’re not alrv.‘ad\ a Pen Pal user, we Impe you soon
be - because at the new lower price of jus

£39.95rrp

the current Best Seller is bound
to sell even better!

Pen Pal is a superb package with immense
power to fulfl all your Word Processing needs
and... a truly comprehensive Database (06! Pen
Pal is easy to use though and the extensive 250
page manual is on hand should you need it.
Users frequently tell us that they've never found
a program they get on with so well.
Open muipe documens sl
your

v a ull page then position, edit & create graphic
objects; use the forms designer; ALL THIS and much
more! From the documents on this page you can see this
o ordiar progrant

Wi 32 fields per record, 32000 records
pe daabes & FAST ot 100 oconds n s han 5
seconds, his is a REAL database. Mail merge information
inio the word procesor simply and creae templates for
leters, reports et.into which data can be merged too!
Remember that just like other SoftWood Products,
Pal comes with free telephone support!
Pl i compatible ith any A - from the AS00 o the st
AL ranges with a minimam of M e e
Availabl from all good Amiga softre dealersor SoftWood
Flease phoue or o of nowwideckis

Soft\Wood

New Street Alfreton Derbyshire DESS 7BP
Telephone: 0773 521606 Facsimile: 0773 831040




s technology marches ever onward,

even an 040 A4000 can be found

/anting when it comes to rendering

and using other high-end applications. As a

result the race is now on to squeeze even
more speed from the machine.

As it stands there's two schools of
thought. You can either pump up the exist-
ing technology or opt for power of Risc
technology and paraliel processing,

Although the latter offers astonishing per-
formance, way above that of even the
. it does have two

and very imited compatiilty

W'l look at the risk options later, and
concentate for the fime being on the only
approach to 040 acceleration which guaran-
265 compatibilty wih almost allyour exist-
ing software, whil siil delvering rendering

Although we tested the fastest Warp configurat

e ot th 2z nd 39t 0z very eas

when available.

that makes the real difference

n, there's a number of
Mradrs oy 2Pk, S5t anc 40 M boar. | you'e wor-
upgrading, USMacroSystems claims its pnssrb\e o upgrade

' also claimed that the standard board will be :nmpmme with 060's

ke the 40k version the M ysen comesconglel, Howeve
the 280Kz uses your original CPU and clocks it up
hould provide a vevy noticeable
improvement in the speed of applications and even rendering.

Warp
options

the DA
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speeds — in some cases three times that of
a standard 25MHz 040 A4000.

You may well wonder quite how such an
increase in performance can be squeezed
from an 040 without melting the CPU in its
socket
An obvious option is 1o increpse the MHz
of the chip ~ which in the fhstest Warp
Engine means swapping your 25MHZ chip
for an 40MHz

MONSTER
Although this would make a difference on
its own, it hardly accounts for a near three-
fold increase in rendering times. However if
you combine such a chip with DMA — direct
ccess — actually on the CPU's
daughter board, you have the makings of a

for,

Due to the basic design of the A4000
memory access, the motherboard of the
machine doesn't even come close 1o filing
the potential of the on-board RAM.

to the Warp, the RAM being
linked directly to the 68040 bus, access
leaps by more than a factor of four.

Not surprisingly this means the Warp
Engine provides jaw dropping performance.
And of course there's the added
fast SCS! Il controller also built directly onto
the board. Add all of the above toget
and you have the fastest all round, none
Risc-based acceleration and data transfer
system on the Amiga. As anyone who's

saved your money and stuck with what yost
had.

| must admit, after reading through thel
installation procedure | had an impendingh
feeling of disaster. In most cases, installing
means removing the case and perhaps sek
ting a few jumpers — not this time.

n the case of the Warp there’s few, &1
any, jumpers to be set. However there was!
the minor inconvenience of dismanting thes
entire machine.

After getting half-way through, the ony
thing leftin the case was the motherboard
Quite iterally everything else was out on
the desk.

DISMANTLING

The plastic front cover was of, followed:
by the floppy bay, then the hard drive ana:
finally the original 040 daughter board. The

entire Warp assembly comes on a direct
replacement for the aforementioned daugh-1
ter board.

‘The fact that you can leave your Zorro
slots to their own devices — no pun:
intended ~ is another bonus of the Warp
Engine. Thanks o the daughter board
replacement you obviously don't sacifice
a Zorro for the extra speed — and of
course the on-board SCSI II controller
saves aven more yakilhe 2o ol
mention ca

After conlvactmg the usual case of instal

pop in the new daughter board, throw al
the bits back together and boot the:
machine - installation disk at the reach
Surprise, surprise, it booted first time. |
checked the menu bar and all the memory &
had configured perfectly ~ things were
going a ftle 100 well. What the hell lets try &
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Faul Austin goes boldly
beyond the E5/MHz
barrier with the aid of
the Warp Engine

' =g test — million of instructions per sec-
. After fiing-up Sysinfo and clicking on
= speed test, a whopping 30.5 mips
seeped-up as opposed o the usual 17.5,
4 | stll had the installation disk in my
sty mitt?

After listing the install disk, it soon
secame clear that the board doesn't
scaually require any configuration whatso-
o e only none essential option
seing a ROM Remapping utility, which if

ed employs 512k to remap the
system ROM, thereby speeding up intuition
Leaving this aside, the disk's sole pur-
e in lfe is to format and partiion any
%asd drives you may wish t0 use with the
Suitin SCSI If controller.

The abilty of the board to work first time
#hout the assistance of any additional

software is just one of the many testaments
10 the inherent quality of the product. Over
recent years I've had the pleasure and
sometimes pain of using and reviewing
quite a number of accelerators, the vast
majority of which all demand at least some
sort of software intervention to operate
properly ~ but not this time, plug it in and

REFLECTION

Although 've made a point of the phys
cal problems associated with installation,
it must be stressed that this is a reflection
on the cramped and curious design of the
A4000 rather than the Warp Engine.

As far as the Warp was concemed, you
only need do two things; plug it in the slof,
and tum on the machin ~ installation com-
plte, the trcky bit was the former... 427

0 of the big advantages of the Warp Engine
| s e abilty to use your existing RAM. This is
{50 for bolh the 28HHz and 33WHz configua
| but in the case of the 40MHz board you
2 runino problems.
Atthough the latter wil work perfectly with

with 60ns RAM, Unfortunately it almost
in the RAM shipped with your machine was
e 60 0r 700,

As a resull investors in the 40MHz board
ey ned to shell-out for faster RAM if they

want the board at s very best. However, s not
essentil, and in fact we teted the board with
7ns RAM by adding wat states, and as you
can see the results were st pretty impressive

Thanks to some inspired design work its
even possivle 1o mix and malch sims of varying
sizes, ranging between 4Mb, 8Mb, 16Mb and
32Mb, giving a theoretical maximu of 128Mb
within thefour sim shots provided.

There are occasional restictions to ensure

M is contiguous ~ fortunately all is

explained in the brief but impressive manual.

GRAPHICS

If you've got the cash get the card.
Although there are a number of
acceleration systems for the A4000
and A3000 this is far and away the
best et

The only real challenger is GVP's

vantage that it requires GVP's own
sims. In adition the planned SCSI
It add-on stilisn't shipping.

1f the boasts of up-chip-ability
are true it's unlikely you'll ever
need to upgrade. Al in all, an excel-
lent product that's both reliable on
all applications and better
still, expandable. Very highly
recommended

Obviously renderingis the primry target for Warp Engine but general
application speed also fockets. During testing we ran the following
asataster:

a negative and rendered s a Ha
image using small ordered dither-
ing. Process automated via
ProControl.

LightWave test

Using the standard textures exam-
pl rendered at video resolution
752 x 576 withlow antaliasing

Normal A000 25MHz  23.92 sec
Normal A4000 25MHz 16.17 min | Warp Engine 4OMKz 14,07 sec
Warp Engine 40MHz 6,43 mins

ADPro test

Using internal IDE drive, a video
tesolution Jpeq image was loade,
scaled down by 75%, converted to |

It's worth stressing that all applica-
tons which reguiary access fes on
disk ~ Imagine2/3 being prime
examples - would show even big-
ger improvemens when empiying
the Warp's SCSI I contoler.

SYSTEM ESSENTIALS

RED - Esconiial_ BLACK = Recommended

A4000/A3000
fordowz version

=

The bottom line

Product: Warp Engine
Supplier: Premier Vision
Price: 28MHz without 040 = £ 50¢

Memory
warning

260z with 040 - €799
Bonchbat Fiops 3aMriz with 040 - NA
] 40 Mz with 040 - £1199

indiidusty pint Tel:071-721 7050
s

Sipti
Wars Enpine, s Ease of use 10

Implementation. 10

i Value for money. 8
st s :
ot ou so0 the
o e
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691115 on

AMIGA COOLERS
ceLERATOR 7

NO EXTRA CHARGE

WIT
8OMEG SAVE £1
210MEG SAVE £25
28OMEG SAVE £30
340MEG SAVE £25
420MEG SAVE £50

PRICES INCLUDE:-

+ FORMATTED & PARTITIONED DRIVE

+ HD PREP SOFTWARE SUPPLIED
ALL OUR DRIVES FIT INTERNALLY
WITHE NO MODS TO CASE OR
FLOPPY DRIVE.
FULL WORKBENCH INSTALLED.
12 MONTHS WARRANTY.
JUST PLUG IN & GO.
ONLY REPUTABLE MAKES of DRIVE
USED.
BACKED BY OUR EXPERIENCED HARD

drive, the cables are

£9.99
£21.99

now only £27
now only 529,

we FIT W

CALL US ON
0274 691115

PPU_ADD £99.00

AVATLABIL:

R1700 CO KON DRIVE
£197.99

D32 BXPANDER/HARD
Az
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Ithough undoubtedly one of the

meer and variety of features inevitably
Lightwave, and it's accompanying
macelier, a tough nut to crack for even
ssserenced 3D enthusiasts.
Wnat's reall needed is a ltle hands-on
e from a real expert. Thankluly, that's
(swacsy what's on offer courtesy of Deskiop

ages

Asmough formally only available to our ex-
“sionial cousins in the States, Lee
Swananan's series of Lightwave and mod-
b tutorials are now out in PAL.

s anyone who's waded through a fairly
Swcsencal manual will know, ten minutes with
= expert often equates to exactly the same
“#ng - minus a couple of days of head
sesaiching and frustration. Thanks to Mr
swanahan, this old adage is now proven
Seyond all doubt.

s luck would have it, our omnipresent

maps.

seece, but also a dry wit which goes a long
sy towards negating the trip to the dentists
Seeing all 100 often associated with tutorial
woeos.

During Lightwave Essentials, our hero

ssets off gently with a guided tour of Layout.
s existing users will already know, Layout

Pro-Tentures

six months of hard siog
with manual and soft-
ware

At which point Mr
Stranahan put me firmly in my place.
Obviously most people will be pretty au fait
with the basics, but when it comes 1o time
saving, trcks of the trade and basic work-
ing methods, a few choice comments soon
transiate into hours saved in design and
rendering times.

As the name suggests this, the first in
the series, is fairly basic stuff and
touch on some key stumbling blocks such
as surfaces and the application of texture

However, what is provided during the
two hour introduction to the six -part collec-
tion does lay the ground rules and may
well provide enough information on its own
1o cater for th
their Lightwave creations any further than
the ubiauitous flying logo.

A gentle, but never the less essential
introduction to the art of Lightwave anima-
tion. Picture quallty could be a lite better
though - no doubt due 1o the NTSC to PAL
conversion.

Nevertheless, I'd recommend every
Lightwave user to watch it. The time saving
tips alone will soon cover the initial outay —
highly recommended.

he lighter side

is by far the simplest
elemen
Lightwave mpenmve

With

t in the

doesn't

iose who aren't ikely 10 take

ler: Desktop Images
Tel: 0101818 841 8980

A5 the lightwave
invasion gathers pare,
Amiga (omputing looks
at video tuition and
50me amazing
seamless tentures

0mm Update

For those who caught our September issue
and subsequently rushed out o invest i a

Dynamic Moton Module, only to dis-
cover it did't work ith the new standalone
Lightwave - don't despair.

Like many thitd-pary developers, Posiron
Were caught unawares by the arrval of
Lightwave 3.5, However, the incompativily
problems have now been umdrcatsﬂ and
updates shoul alteady be shipp

Contact Positron Puhllhlng o 0101 402
4936280

With the sudden profusion of CO-Rom and assorted fex-
ture collection, there hardly seems any room letfor yet
another collecton of texures.
owever, in a seemingly flooded market the Pro-
Teatures combo collecion does have one huge advantage
over the oppositon. Unike aimost every other product on
the markel, Pro-Textures offers the abilty to tile
seaiessly
Not the kind of news to send most people gaily
rompin e fields naked in a state of
uncontrolled euphora, unless of course you'e a 30 fan of

course,
‘The b problem with most texture i that when rapped

around any 3D model a very noliceable seam runs down

ine objet. Not the case with tis collection.

After what must have been a torturous process, each

Say goodbye
cssential software

to seams courtesy of Pro-Textures -
for serious 30 fans

edge matches precisely wih its opposite number. As a
resul, waves gide o into nfny,bricks wiap efforessly
around walls and 5o on. In toal, you receive 24 textures

over eight disks, each provided as a Ham, GIF and 24-bit

jpeg. Being an American import, the resolution
is 736 x 480 which obviously will require some
image processing for use s full screen backdrops.
However, this isn't really what the collection is
intended for.

Purely thanks 1o the seamless texture mapping, Id
say the Pro-Textures series is a must for any self
respecting 3D enthusiast, And of course, although
idealfor Lightwave, the collction is equally at home with
Imagine, Real 3D or whatever package you prefe.

Supplier: Visual Inspirations
Tel: 0101813 935 6410

a Compu
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E MUST BE MAD !!!

AMAZING OFFERS Bl GENERAL ACCESSORIES

" QUALITY MOUSE MAT £2.50
ON 3.5" DSDD DISKS MOUSE POCKET £1.50
3.5" HEAD CLEANING DISK £1.95

25X3.5" DSDD 135tpi DISKS £8.95
50X3.5" DSDD 135tpi DISKS £16.45
100X3.5" DSDD 135tpi DISKS £31.95
200X3.5" DSDD 135tpi DISKS £59.95
300X3.5" DSDD 135tpi DISKS £86.95

ALLDISKS INCLUDE VAT AND COME GOMPLETE WITH LABELS
CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE 2 FOR 1 GUARANT

SPECIAL OFFER
22X 105 CAP. BOYES .01 199

SPECIAL OFFER A1200 USERS ONLY

AMIGA EXTERNAL DISK DRIVE £54.95
AMIGA REPLACEMENT MOUSE £12.95
AMIGA A500 DUST COVER £2.95
AMIGA A600 DUST COVER £2.95
AMIGA A1200 DUST COVER £2.95

SPECIAL OFFER

ACCESSORY PACK

MOUSE MAT, MOUSE POCKET,
CLEANING DISK, DUST COVER
(PLEASE STATE A500, AB00 OR A1200) L]

e e OTHER ACCESSORIES
3 AMIGA TO SCART CABLE £12.95

CHAOS ENGINE £12.95 JOYSTICK EXT. CABLE £4.95

NICK FALDO'S GOLF £9.95 ROBOSHIFT MSE/JSTICK SWITCH £12.95

PINBALL FANTASIES £9.95 AMIGA NULL MODEM CABLE  £9.95
ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST MSE/JSTICK TWIN EXTENDERS £5.95

| AMIGA ANALOGUE J/STICK AD. £5.95
A500 REPLACEMENT MODULATOR £39.95

| DISK S ORAE ES AMIGA STEREO SPEAKERS  £17.95
| R STAT DESINANS COME COMPLETE W LOCK. AMIGA PRO STEREO SPEAKERS £54.95
THIS MONTHS SPECIAL OFFERS

SKIDMARKS

(EXCEPT THE 10/AND 20 GAPAGITY BOXES WHIGH ARE NOT LOGKABLE).

3.5" X 100 CAPACITY BOX £4.75
3.5" X 50 CAPACITY BOX £3.50
3.5" X 20 CAPACITY BOX £2.50

MONKEY ISLAND 2 £24.94

3.5" X 10 CAPACITY BOX £0.95 WORDWORTH V3 £50.05
TYl ZOOL 2 £14.95
BANX PE STORAGE BOX COMBAT AIR PATROL £17.95

WIZ N LIz £14.95
MICRO MACHINES £17.95
CANNON FODDER £19.95
ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST - ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST
e —————

VISIT OUR SHOP WHERE THESE AND MANY MORE
PRODUCTS ARE ON DISPLAY ALL AT LOW PRICES

ERSAEASTY £12.95

LEASE ADD £3.50 FOR P&P

P
(UK MAINLAND ONLY omsk RN o 7o)

MICROMANIADept AMP

74 OLDBURY ROAD, ROWLEY REGIS, s

\’ )&

Mww ity WARLEY, WEST MIDLANDS B65 0JS
@ T

021 559 1002 =

abiy. Al pices subject fo change without notice. E.& O.E.
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t has never been one of
Commodore’s strong points.
Adverlising, that is. This latest oper-
s system upgrade is o exception to that
" OX. perhaps that is a bit harsh bearing
= their current problems, but their veil
# secrecy does them no good at al

“es. Kickstart and Workbench 3.1 have

= ceremony. Even more surprising, is the
e hat Commodore haven't released it
'

wsiead they opted o contract out 10 @
ez party organisation, VillageTronic — of
#asso I| fame — to blow the ROMs and
e e manuals,

T launch was very high profile (not) with
& sl mention in a couple of magazines.
e volume of the sound was litle more than
s upgrade has 1o be the most expen-
s vl Release 2.0 started life at around
55 % the average man in the street and this
e ety will set you back a cool £100.
+en worse, there are two versions of the
sesad K, depending on which Amiga you
S For the AS00/1500/2000 owners, the
Qi i & 40 on e i e

A4000 ouners get version
B e cice. vo ot e roases

Senfused? You will be! Alight, you o
ssmes with your hard eamed wonga and
e turiously opened the parcel which has

d at your door. (It is 100 large to fit
ez the average letter box). What do you
o your hard-eamed cash?

e fist thing you get s the rather roughly
St Workbench 3.1 and AmigaDOS 3.1
sarais. These are obviously not the usual
stesings from Commodore.

% colours here. Instead they have a plain
wewe cover with a rather stark Commodore
= = black and the manual’s ttle on the
“ower. held together with a cheap plastic
oo

ey ook rather shoddy to say the least,
54t %0 who reads manuals? Let's be hon-
s tese wouldn't even look good on a
S5 OK, they go back into the box, never to
52 520 again. Like | said, no one ever reads
sarwais unless something goes wong.

e Workbench disks are the only items.
100k like they have come from

Sammodore, and are the same standard
e for both upgrade versions.

A little colour

(om0 wan: 88

TR

The Workbench 3.1 manual is basically
the same as its predecessor, both having
been written by the same team on a variety
of Amigas.

There is additional information in chapter
one regarding the selection of monitors, lan-
guages and keyboards, and chapter two
expands on using pointers. This seems
strange, as this is an upgrade and many
users wil already know these operations.

‘The pictorial screen representations (i
screenshots) within the manual are not as
clear as in the original manuals, but this is
compensated for in the additional informa-
tion and clear explanation of Workbench
and s functions.

MANUAL

The inital “cheap and nasty” feel of the
manual soon subsides as you realise that
the book willstay fat on the deskiop or can
be folded over because ofthe binder.

Commodore. VillageTronic make no apolo-
gies for stating that it was self-printed by

party Workbench book, tis has it all.
A very welcome addiion is an appendix
devoted entirely to AmigaGuide, which for
some people has caused frustration under
Workbench 3.0 by being called MuliView.
AmigaDOS 3.1 is a joy 1o read! This is a
mega-upgrade 1o the original. Not quite the
incentive to roll up your sleeves and get
your hands dity, but at least e informa-
tion s there in front of you if and when you
kg
k even begins by explaining how

se of you who expect an improvement in the number of colours available for
bench are in for a big disappointment. This upgrade does not turn your Amiga

an AGA compatible.
mat is unless, of course, you h

tay card, such as the Picasso Il, you can sel
A chipset?

sems at all - who needs the AG:

palette editor in Prefs really does show the colour wheel whick

@ a 24-bit graphics card in your Amiga. With a

256 colour Workbench with no

s provi-

y only accessible with an AGA Amiga. ECS owners will not be able to see this,

d a bar is shown with the words ‘colour wheel

You must click on this bar to

ip another screen. Clumsy, but effective.

ile in the Prefs drawer

Promotion. This feature effectively d

requires the AGA chipset.

IPrefs on non-AGA Amigas will not allow
interlaces the display to prevent flicker,

Ope

ration

Kicksstart

Another operating system, another
upgrade, but can this one outdo its
predecessors? Hevin Hitching finds out —

Amiga Computing

NOVEMBER 1994

e the manual, and takes thre pages to
Ty ewusm this. Easy or wha

e more directions and cross refer-
ances 1o seclons then an ewatiee doou-
ment - the difference is you can read and
understand this. A complete novice can be
up and running in no time, it really is that
simple and welllad out.

Now, down 1o the bones of the upgrade.
The main ingredient of the package is the
chip or chips, depending upon which Amiga

u have.

“This has a smal white stick-on label with
st

the Amiga’s ROM socket, no one will ever
noice.

Fiting is very simple for anyone with nor-
mal eyesight and a reasonable level of man-
ual dexterity. All you have 1o do, observing
the usual anti-static precautions, is identy
and remove the old ROM and insert the new
ol Trials cia proerth Wi e
tumed

if you e chip, this is
the most traumatic part of the operation. If
you have changed a chip, all you have 1o &o
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s ry 1o stay awake
FRemember, you will probably have to
remove most of the innards of the Amiga to
g0 s, especially on the A2000! Anyway,
here's one we did earfe.

Alright, the chip is snugly in its new home
and you can power up the machine. The
immediate difference is that the normal start-
up that Kickstart 2 gives, in the form of a ight
grey screen, has gone.

The machine now looks to have crashed.
All you get is a quick grey flash, the screen
goes black, and your heart misses a beat.
Only the hard disk activity light gives a clue
that the Amiga is booting up as normal.

When the Workbench screen appears, it
now has a white title bar, identical o the
A4000. The speed at which Workbench
loads is a ltle faster than with Kickstart 2,
which indicates that there are some welcome
changes in the ROM to boost performance.

The next exercise is to install the six
Workbench 3.1 disks to the boot partiion of
your hard disk.This is simplicity in itself,
being totally idiot procf, which s just as well
as there are no instructions.

Just insert the Install 3.1 disk into the disk
drive, double-click the Install icon, select
your language and away it goes.

OVERWRITE

modore have used their standard

ed, al that remains is 1o reboot the Amiga
and sit back.

Many disk operations are faster, and so
are the screen updal maths liaries
have been reworked o provide exira speed
with some applications, although there are
PD versions around which ar both smaller
and much faster.

Generally speaking, the new software is
the GTi of Workbench releases. And ye,
strangely it seems, there are some die-hards
out there who inist on staying with Kickstart
and Workbench 1.3. Come on people, wise
p, 10 one is wting or the old system these
days. Move with the times.

Workbench 2. users willfind that they
now have the abilty to display graphics and

thanks to the Datatypes

(heaper
prospects

Even non Amiga filetypes such as the
PC's PCX and BMP graphics formats can be

In time, the price may fall as it did with Workbench 2, but at the
moment, the quality of the product set against the sability does
not equal that much dosh

An interesting note is that the upgrade will not be available for
AB0O or A1200 owners, and there are no plans to offer any
upgrade in the future.

This is definitely an upgrade for those with “big box” Amigas
who must have the latest operating system. After a while the
newness wears off and you realise that i’s just another operat-
ing system.

Programmers (official Commodore deve

Aatart v40.63 which they oan soft-kick inlo memary. The point

will not shell out £25 for
for Kickstart 3.12

is. at the end of the day, if end users

Kickstart 2.04, who will part

NOVEMBER 1994

displayed in a window. There is support for
‘some CD operations too such as CDXL (CD
animation files)

s, the software carries CD-ROM sup-
port. This is not as good as the PD
AMICDROM system, but a least it works this
time!

“The format command now gives additional
options too. Directory cacheing allows faster
window updates with the FastFileSystem.

So far everything sounds 100 good to be
true. | must confess that | have some reser-
vations about the reasoning behind this

release.
Kickstart 3.1 was announced as being in

common knowledge that the A4000T has
never seen the light of day in the UK, so
therefore no one knows f the chip does sup-

it Auto-Booting from a SCSI CD-ROM (as
promised by Commodore).

A litle detective work reveals that
VillageTronic were going to use version
40.70 ROMs, but here is the crunch ~ there
were timing problems with the SCS bus and
it simply would not work with the 040 accel-
erators out there.

S0, a compromise was reached — use
a version that does work. Simple, just go
back to an earier working version tested by
developers.

S vhatla b ponk o e sty 50l
Well, for the ECS Amigas (AS00+ efc.) thes
5 00 e koot baviete. Oy, s ™
bar and pul-down menus on Workbench a
o bl WS Pk
G 16 pmdie il £ erlly
just the “bells and whisties.”

Workbench 3.1 is deﬂnms\y e
sisare o, Stk e a6 & bl ol
o omae i Bl s
ten with Kickstart 3 in mind will work, but.
the AGA chips are required, you've had &
Game over player one,

‘The situation is even worse for A400
owners. The changes are so subtle that t
definiely is a non starter. The software dos
not drastically outperform the previou
Workbench 3.0. Not for 100 folding token
anyway.

The bottom line

Product: Kickstart 3.1
Supp/rar slmerso«
£100

Fhuns 0608 220195

equently support for
CD-ROM and o real difference in perfor-
mance on the A4000 (other than a speed

NoN~

Value for money.
Overall




SALES

LOWEST PRICES
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BEST SERVICE

RAPID DELIVERY

OTHER ENQUIRIES 081 686 9973 / 081 781 1551

DISKS

SKS

DISKS , LOCKABLE

100% CERTIFIED ERROR FREE

Grode A
£20.00
£34.00
£49.50
£64.00
£94.50
£120.50

503.5" DS/DD

00.£110.00+ 5 x |

£145,
£280.00

FREE LABELS + FREE DI

FREE 4 GAMES
RACE ‘N’ CHASE
Nigel Morsel + Trols

.£28,00+ 100 cog
-£38.00+ 2 x 10
£48.00+2x 100

W AL PACKS
COMBAT PACK

:lbsmm()mp\«kubtebox Addm)o
lockable box.

£69.00 + 3 x 10
£92.00 + 4 x 10(

£205.00 + 6 x 100 ockoble box Add £30.00

IVERY BY PARCEL FORCE

4&@“ AMIGA 600
£194.99

6.0ANES PACK: MCROCOSH ClS|
(OSCAR, DIGGER, DANGE
Wi compos

£232.99

FREE DELIVERY

ZoolPock + hokon Pait + GFA Bosic 3.5

STARTING PACK £l4 99 for 100k

M, Microswich Joysick, 40 cop.

Dk Coner. Ak £3.20

EROUS

° g
D33 L ioara

THE NEW ZAPPO SMART STDR
Proids goes nd o porably o e AG00 & A1200.
Simply pg o your ot ond you il have o

oMb,
130Mb

ROMBO VIDI AIGA 128
ROMBO VID| AMIGA 2481

FREE Mouse ma - Disk Cleaner - Joys

‘Syndicote, Chaos Engine, Nick Fod
£

bl

P GP124/1123/110/1080 350

pome bl i
S

4

mi} e
s

Amigo 1200/500/500P/600.
‘Commodore) Philips moror
Sior/Cizen, Panasoni Prin

833338580

388

333338

FREE Word Procecr lod, dus cover, priner
Sl 565 4 S poper

iroviec 1436 (Froe speckers ..

e

A A
o e i
G

o v

GREY-TRONICS LTD, UNIT 1015 WHITGIFT CENTRE,

CROYDON,

SURREY CRO 10U




At SoftWood we have o

fon’t Just rest on them!

When your softuare repeatedly wins the bighest accolades in reviews worlduide, wbat do you do?
Work even barder to stay ahead of course! New Final

Wrier Reease 2 s the latst el of our intensive
development - s even easier 10 use, and even
‘more pouerful, I's the best there i, and it's
designed for those who expect the mast from
their Amigas. Bu, if you don't bave a bard
drive system, don't despair, we can still belp.
At SoftWood we offer you a choice of two Word.
Processor/Page Publishing packages

But why TWO?

Wel,this means that whatever specification
Amiga you bave, SoftWood bave the perfect

solution for your requirements - and ahuays the most
pouerful pssible for your system. Final Copy I s at the peaeof what
can be achieved when running with hin floppes, it notpassble to

Final. CoPL

2ALLD UL g,

V4

LM [P,

/A
!
4

offer more without losing performance. Final Wrier s the first and
only bard drive compulsory Amiga word processor, the only package that doesn't make compromises to

be floppy compatible!
The SoftWood Advantag

Final Copy 11 (upgradabl to Final Wrier as your needs

row) and Final Writer ar the only word processos that

| o PerfectPriat™ - a e
A TR \ \ i adeaniage g sy

=T | smoath hdushy Standard Adobe™

Type 1 or Nimbus Q scalable

Final Writer, extending inuovation...

TF

Final Copy Il Relegse 2

‘Out word processor o beyond simply producing normal
Heters and documents, at which they atuall excel and
progress nto 2 word where “how the whale document

looks' is st as important as “what tsays”. Admitecly,this
‘an be achicved with Desk Top Publishers - b they e not
0 easly used s word processors,
especlly when a good looking
Teterneeds creating quicly

they're fartoo cumbersome

Final Copy offers the pfect
balance between the two require.

Nou
saying they e ‘revoutionary, Final Wrier extends the

Plus™ - adding

cven fasierand mare functional options, including a

innovation furthe

new otate command. Final Writer Release 2 is again
leading the way whth the ntrdhction of TouebTools™

y printer
even dot matrix and fik je), in
both landscape and portait, Otbers
use a restrictive and unvecesary
Jumble of cifferent fonts it comples
E\ diver programs or outputting 1o
4B} tarous privirs. The launch of Final
Copy It inroduced FastDraw™ - a

technologies. These features
givethe user  definable area at the top of each docti-
ment window wbere up 1o eight “one-touch” button
strps can be configured. Each strip contains easily cus-
fomisabl et of functions giving instant acces o ll
the major commands features - with a simple click of
the mouse! There i even et of buttons allowing ‘one
fouch  slections f font stle and sizeplus variations.

g Plain, B

special s
consicing lines bondes, arous,circs

. dirctlyon te page.

“Wha the Papers Say.

‘AnigaShoppe.. il Wi e ccs g b i Wi
pear o e A" AigaC

Halic and Underline!
s o wonder we e received top eviews, raings and

awards from al theleading magazines.

The Highest Accolades..

mens. speed of e, with the
perfect printed presentation.

how
‘documents look, now you have i
itat your finger tips on your i
Amigal Features include: |

FastDraw™ (on-screen daving
tools fo use withthe generaon o borders, boxes and ines
orarmows at any ngle, Muliple Newspuper Sy snaking.
coumns, PerfeetPring™ the unique abity 1 e Post
Seript™ outine fots on absluely any pine in either
portst orfadscape) and Test Auo Flows around gaphic
objetsnd imported pcures (plced anywhere, scled or
e ‘cropped) with the highest print
qualy Textcanalsobe prind
overgraplie

it eaures ke these that xplin
why there are o profesional

magarings, wih 200 pages,that ae producedentely with

Final Gy 1 Pubishers, and ma oter, bave iy
discovered that.

No other Amiga Word Processor in the same
category, and at such a competitive price, has
allthe capabilities Final Copy 1 wsers have
always taken for granted! Isn't it time for you
0 take a look too!

SoftWood Direct Price.£49.95
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Mphmmssmos""”""‘, DESS TBP Englang

Fesimile: 0773 831040
Introducing - SoftWag, ./

(;':"E"\mlly Sunveyed a smple group fog o oy
s OF COmments about our sty e,

e of thousindsof users
s aying that they regree S

, resus were overshe e

4008 oy g e A
hythey had, o

7 b e it commo
hey ot had anther wond e <" P 4nd avaii
- gl ey ok e e iy o st ey d ovned o s g
ich more easily o "
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TARSESN
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Whet10u by b e s et teydboen g
: P competi, e AT o e 50, v g
: e g % RO o i g e
- O ropien T e e
i o o . S oyl
] er Release 2 SV Dt e o e g e P VEVE o e
e Soltvarea the B Pl Bre
Wrierwas lunched st year with the power user in mind. s the Amiga's . dont s ke v o g Bes R P
TS R———————— e b s ks s PSS e K s
v een compromise 10 maintain compatbi with foppy drive only sysems. (Rl ‘:::)‘::miﬂnm 0.5y el muntey gy P10 Pl Wy
en acckimed for the the expens do it for st Oy
; us hvinga nique Bt of eturesforthe uthor ofnger documenisand i, St 8 D iyt o O s
‘ wions . s ndesing, bl o siion, bl o o od bk e vy ey e doyof
groerion il i i TexBlocks™ v te st wrd s o el ek o e
et B

TS, WE 0w e gy .

Were 50 confide o1
3t you fin e confident you1l be delghteq

ctaricter (o group of charactrs) anywhere on the page, a oy size and any i
cohislag i 00 0 fin o S

. dont e I
Wolfers il ulimied abiny or elfects with graphics and et Jus e, U 0 any of our i, g s pomie oy
i  youve decide youre g 5. Wl give you o oo e
 Cpy 1, Final Wrier s chudes PefectPrint™ and s 35t of ool Ol o g PP,y il g e ]
s suctured graphics with e FastDraw Plus™ (now with ddiional ol e o o P A0 il Wit o i
i s g i A o o el Call Today,., 1 Pt s gy
o0 ot st

sures unique 1o SoftWood been missing!
il bt the new Touch.
Tools™ & PowerUser Bar™

etouch” technologies.

Senply clcking a buton

| smeans you can define,change

e save such things s the

A ioedio s et
Shadows /o

‘ aragraph Styles . For, b

S, Tt osion, Bk, BY PHONE
i, Undrine ) and 0773 521606 ‘ 0787!:;1\0)4(;0 ’ A

P
to the address below
yout Opions' ief, ight, centre orfustified, bullts, line spacing,indents et

The options you have though single button selections are noting les thin

pakible! Indeed, one magazine heralded these as “the closest ting t0 Microsot

ord 0 appe o the Amiga Ao uniquely, Final Wrercan mpor, scile, o, SoftWoad.
r=)

view on screen and ovtput structured PostSript EPS clipart images (we
supply  hundred free with the package) to any priter (>2mb sysiem
RAM required), And...ifyou own a PostScript printer Foal Writer

| /Ao

| i
MerMisMs:__

s s the only word processor with st of utput options.

including scaling,crop marks,thumboails,and half.
Juding scaling, crop marks, thumbrails, and A

st Cip s Sl __ iy

{oning, Combine features e ARexx Macros and

Addrss i .

Text Clips™, with olhersnew to Final Wrler, ncluding loating
paetes and UNDOY REDO (o ext, formating and graphics
ctons)-and you have.. Final Witer Release 2.
Available now from SoftWood Direct (and ll other good
Amiga software sockists) - offring you the.
Publishis

Perfect W
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LETTERS

It's the business

have recently purchased an A1200 Amiga
computer and have to confess to being
completely lost as to where to go next. |
have an 80 megabyte hard-drive and got
some free games wih the package.

1 hope 0 be ablefo use my Aiga ora range ofpract-

word processor. However, it must be stressed that
although Protext is ideal for business it isn't the first
choice when it comes to pretty tion. The ques-
tion is would you prefer glamorous printouts or a sym-
biotic database and word

As for a personal finance manager, 'd enitely rec-

cal purposes. Firsty, | want to do

a personal finance package that would be suitable for my
machine?
Secondl, is there a good but cheap package | can get

by far the best.

'As for presentation, sspecially i  business envi-
ronment, I'd uﬂuully consider Scala HVT. Although
e sronym stande fo home deo e If i oo

1 already have a word-processor that came with the
computer but it does not compare 100 well with the ones |
have used in my ol job. Please could you tellmo which is
the best word-processor on the Amiga

Steven Ross, Berkshire

OK, we'l go through the standalone options first. As
far as a database is concerned it might well be worth
scanning the PD section o see if you can pick some-
thing up for a couple of pounds

1 PD or Shareware doesn't really interest you could
go commercial with efther Superbase Personald or its

ata, perhaps in concert
with its word processing partner Protext. As luck
would have i, Protext also happens to be an excellent

¥ to use, and
ete sl elativly choap.

If you're still i the market for an opinion on the best
word processor I'm a devoted Wordworths, although
Final Writer has just as many devoted followers.

ffor a mixture of excellent word processing
features mixed with a good helping of DTP add-ons
which makes for very impressive hard copy.

‘The final alternative is to invest in a combination
of all of the above - with the exception of Scala HVT.
And as luck would have it, good old Europress
Software have the very thing in the form of Home
Office.

Although the individual components don't match-up
1o the individuals heato-hea, Il package
does offer a nicely integrated system at a bargain
prce.

In communication

| am trying to start a Bitz User Group which

{ wil enable Bitz Users to communicate via a
free disk magazine. The system works lie
this:

| Users send one blank floppy plus a self
| ‘addressed and stamped envelope. | then col-
| et a e cloments of he magazie ana
| send it retum post to members. As | said its
{ all completely free except for the price of the
| star

amp.
If you're interested send your questions,
‘answers, ideas and programs to the following
§ ‘address: Daryl Booth, 228 St John Avenue,
i Ramsgate, Kent CT12 6HE.
|

Died @ grim death?

Wellt's great to see that users are contin-
uing 1o support machines even though

remains of Commodore appear indif-
ferent to plight of their product and its

users.

If there's anyone else who would like a
shout for a similar non-proit making ser-
vice, whether it be a newsletter or user
group, feel free to drop us a ine and we'l
get you in print.

Blunder blita

On opening a recent issue of Amiga
Computing | discovered with great surprise
and joy a brand new Biitz 2 column. | fol-
lowed the instruction and realised there was
an error in the listings. The listing should read

NOVEMBER 1994

Notice the changes in fines 5 and 6. Line
5 was WorkbenchenchToFront_, and fine 6
was WorkbenchToScreen
don't take this as a cricism as |
was otherwise very impressed with your’
excellent approach to the subject, bu this;
sse some confusion. | am looking
forward to the coming instalments of the;
tutorial.
Robert Polding, Colyton

Well what can we say, apart from thanks

touch and we'll put things right as soon.
as possible.

For those who prefer the e-mail
approach here’s how to contact Amiga.
Computing on-fine:

o
imigacomputing

ey amigacomputing @cix.com-.

pulink.co.uk




LETTERS

What the future
holds

(2 e 10 let you know how much | enjoy
ke ted as itis to the

Image transplant

11 may inroduce mysell. | am Eneko, a spanish student. | have recenty fished my
studies of fine arts last year. Since then Ive been working on a study of both computer
‘and traditional animation — believing the future lies in the former of the two. o appreciate
some much needed advice.

s | rogular reader of your magazine | know you have extensive knowledge of 3D
imagery, more

My first idea was to develop an easy way 1o pvoﬂuce images via the computer. Of
course, most artists are frighiened of the technology and need to see immediate resuls
to maintain any prolonged interest.

As | know a little more than most, this soon evolved into the idea of making a fiim/video
of animation, mixing both computer and traditional animation. My aim is to produce.
the whcla thing over the next year using drawings, my Amiga 3000 and the vl Vison
syst

i

s,

nihusiast.
e followed your various features with
serest and have gained insigh not only
e world of the Amiga but also into the
o computing in general.
% 5 exciting to wonder what surprises
holds for us around the comer. Is

w0 can doubt that it wil enirely revolu-
e e way we ive.

e et s ot be 50 foolish as to forget
s sussiiltes offered by virual realty.
s 1ong before we'll be able to
wes rest and play all
et even having to leave our
S rooms. How long before
e <2 2l have our own Cyber-

2

et 1 noed to know is how to transplan the compuer images tofim. Any information

‘on video or movie production which uses computer technology ~ particularly the
‘Amiga since it s a computer easily affordable for the artist — would be welcome.
‘What kind of technology will come in the future? | mean, could | make and ren-
der my scenes in virtual reality in the near future? | don't need concrete
answers, ust your personal opinion.

| have many questions to ask, but | don't want to waste your time. So if you

can help me, or know someone who can, | would be grateful for any contacts.
you can offer.

Got
ething to say
through the pages of AC
Ezra Surf is our mailm:

dedlcated o reading your Ikters
and selecting the most interesting
for publication. Drop him a line at:

Ezra Surf's Postbag , Amiga Computing
Andrew Filer, Doncaster (T A e R TR Eneko Caligas Mazorriaga, Vizcaya, Spein

1 300d to know our efforts are WS L LR

As far as creating
dreds of alternatives on the Amiga. The re
images you need?

1 ivs simply a case of tiing o puumll(on graphics, packages like
Scala and MediaPoint are the obvious

Although they don't provide a lot of nﬁ\nllnq 3 tools,they do offer 8 means of dis-
playing existing artwork as backdrops and clips as part of a larger overall multime-
dia presentation.

For example, both can combine stills and animation with Midi, laser disks, CD-
o ‘sound modules and samples.

They jed bonus of being interactive with the user/audience —
Something which many arists find partcularly appealing.

I realise much of the above may mn raised even more questions, but if you
simpl ‘much ar

As for your existing system, it ‘appears you're farly well equipped. However, if
you're planning to expand via the mythical add-ons from OpalVision, | wouldn't
e breath.

he OpalVision
almo sign of the
its best.

As for your query about transferring Amiga art onto video, there' @ number
options. In the past the only accurate method was 1o invest in a BetaCam SP edit
recorder.

However, racently we've seen the arrival of desktop digital video via the PAR
card from digital processing syst

Not only is the quality. !uurlnr. but s aiso & much cheaper alterative — even
e configured with a realtime frame grabber and the cssentil IDE hard
drives

However, before Investing in the PAR it's well worth catching next month's
review of the VLab motion system. Like the PAR, this new card provides real-tims

yraphics quickly is concerned, there are literally hun-
question o ettt ot

fended if you end up
getting the chop.

\wressed you need a fairly special
“mschine 1o use it ~ 8Mb being the mini-
s Ram configuration.

4 for the Internet, it's true there's huge
sential, but as it stands | doubt the mira-
= of modern e-mail will be reaching out
s every home for quite some time.

42 present the et is still a very harsh
“smranment for the novice and unless it's
‘mace a little more friendly, it's likely to
“wmain the preserve of the technological
-

with regards to your fantasies of nubile

i oy e bawr e nn]ulnn saga for over two yeers and there’s

seychiatrist as your first port of call.

Sewever, if we can put your strange taste

= women aside, its still good to see such
m for the brave new world — lels

‘e it lives up 10 your expectations.

-VHS.

But parhaps the best news Is tht the wystam il et coriderably cheager

than the ‘t necessar

n remains to be seen if VLab Mmlon can match the usability and mllmmy ot o
positn, but f It manages to com n close it may well prove an atra

opion for those wanting a single amo and roal-time recording facilty at —

able cost.

‘As for you plans to model in virtual reality, I'd say it's very early days. Although
VR is beginning to make its mark as a training and research tool in medicine
and industry, the system overheads on the Amiga are simply t00 high to make it
practical.

As for the query about additional advice, | suggest you read on and take the
advice of an obviously very satisfied member of the 24Bit Club.

Amiga Computing
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Star
Star LC100 Colour

£119.99

Star LC24/100 Mono  £169.00
Star LC24/30 Colour  £209.99

Buill in 55 sheet feeder

24 Pin Colour
Starjet SJ48 Bubblejet  £210.00
Star SJ144 £369.99
® Thermal max transfer colour

printer

144 element head
® Glossy colour output
® 350 dpi resolution

gitzen

wift 240 Colour £250.00
Cllizon ABC 24 pin Col. £179.99

Hewlett Packard
HP Deskjet 520 £250.99
HP Deskjet 310 £239.99
Lasers
Ricoh LP1200 £599.00
Panasonic KX-P4400

Laser £499.99
Seikosha OP104 £479.99

Add £3 for Centronics cal
and £7 for next working day
‘courier delivery.

® Quantum SCS! Hard drive
Ultra fast 11ms access
@ Up to 8Mb RAM on board

SPECIAL OFFER
260MB NO RAM

2Mb SIMM Upgrade £54.99
4Mb SIMM Upgrade £109.99
S ea— or
® 16MHz 286 PC Emulator

® Norton rating 15

@ Plugs into GVP Il HD

GVP PC-286 Emulator  £89.00
rr A reakball

Ergonomically designed Trak Ball
320Dpi resolution, 2 microswitched
buttons. The Legend Trak Ballis
very easy o use. Unlike normal
‘Trak Balls the LEGEND is operated
with the thumb freeing the fingers to.
click butions.

ONLY £19.99

@ Video processor provides real
time software control of brightness,
contrast, saturation, hue,

Volume, Bass and Treble effects.
G-Lock Genlock
Rendale 8302 Genlock

i

Plugs into PCMCIA slot
Fully sx(ema\ doesn( affect

£149.99

anty
2505 Overdrive £349.99
Phone for higher capacities.

® 14,400 Bau
® Fuly BT appmved
® 5 years warranty

ONLY £169.99

Amiga 600 Summer Pack  £184.99
A1200 Race & Chase  £279.99
Includes A1200 with 2Mb RAM.
Trolls and Nigel Mansel

A1200 Computer Combat Pack £329.99
Includes A1200 with 2Mb RAM,
Digita Wordworth, Digita Print
Manager, Personal Paint 4, Total
Camage Zool2, Brian The Lion.
Amiga C £279.99
VoA, Dl Speed CD ROM.
Multi session, plays music CD's,
256000 colours on screen, includes
2 games Oscar and Diggers.

Amiga 4000 030 £999.00

Includes A4000, 030 processor,
2Mb Chip RAM, 80Mb Hard drive.

® 290dpi resolution
2 Microswitched buttons

® Opto/Mechanical mechanism

@ Switchable between Amiga/ST

® Direct Mouse Replacement

£9.99
ToPPr

® 880K formatted capacity
® Double sided, Double density

2Zydec Drive £59.00
A500/600 Internal Drives ~ Phone

"SPECIAL LIMITED
OFFER"
A500 512K upgrade
£10.8

A500+ 1Mb upgrade
A600 1Mb no clock
Plugs straight into A6OO trap door
compatible with A600, AGOOHD.

40MHz 68030 accelerator

@ Makes your Amiga 1200 run
over 7 times quicker.

® Allows up to 32Mb RAM

@ Optional FPU

A1230/4Mb/No FPU

A1230/4Mb/68882 FPU

£429.00
£529.00

Microvitec 1438
‘The Microvitec 1438 is a mumsync
monitor compatible with
A500/A600/A1200/A4000.

31DP Colour SVGA  £199.

Colour SVGA Monitor
High quahly Colour SVGA Montor
28dot

A1200 VGA adaptor
Falcon VGA Adaptor
Philips SCART to Amiga
8833 MKIl to Amiga

@ 16MHz 32 bit 68030 Central
Processor, 16MHz Blitier,
32MHz 56001 Digital Signal
Processor

® 1.44Mb 35" Floppy, up to 14Mb
RAM. Displays 65536 colours
from 262144

@ 8 Channel, 16 bit, high quality
Stereo sound sampiing

£9.
£9
)

FALCON 1Mb No HD  £499.00
FALCON4Mb No HD  £699.00
FALCON 4Mb 64Mb HD  £799.00
FALCON 4Mb 127Mb HD £899.00
FALCON 4Mb 209Mb HD £999.00
Falcon Screen Blaster  £89.00

Cropainseriee®

Our Service department can repair
Amiga's in minimum time at competiive
rates. We can arrange for courier pickup,
‘and return delivery of your machine to
ensure it safety. We even have a
same day service which willensure your
machine is given priorty and subject to
faul, completed the same day. We offer
‘a Quotation service for £15 for which we
il examine your machine and report
back with an exact price for repair.
you do not wish to go ahead with the.
epairs then just pay the £15. However i
you do go ahead then the charge is
included n the minimum charge. Please
note: The minimum charge covers
labour, parts are exta.

Quotation service £15.00
Min repair charge £35.25
Courier Pickup £11.00
Courier Return £7.00
Same day service £15.00




A Star is born

Yot another mived bag —
of computer worries —

TECHNICAL IS

3 g o askcyou how o et comes under the —
) o Star L0100 cnour prvter. |
have tried the Workbench3.0 surgeons Fnife in time —
S
for a speedy recovery —
Trerelos, | doided 0 renaime ancther
o Star LG100 colour and than fo. |  ettr datod 18th July, | id recaive an
Vo chocke the pnr cablo and | | Howave, ry as | might, her & no way
et bt oihing sooms o work Please | 1 can do-crunch hese two disk ono four
19998 i you tell me what | am doing wrong? working disks, because each time | follow
A Powel, rimamack | the insrucions 1 am (od tht the disks
229.98 which will receive the de-crunched infor-
nicr || o Tho fes in the Deva:printers | maton aro wite roteied, when in fat
I | irewer are called printer - | ey are mostdefiely wri enabied.
* " vers. They allow you to print As a result | have not been able to get
£9.95  _sing a dedicated printer driver. into and use this word processing pack
£9.98 This means that printed output is |  age. It would appear that looking at the
£9.95  maximised for neatness using the dri- [ individual files from Workbench the pro- 4 i
£9.98 | wer that has been especially written for |  gramme does not recognise the drive L VI
o i, B0, livough this s the defined arve in
However, Workbench dossn't come |  the oading nstructions.
complee with a st of Star ivers, 50 | Tho replacement disks have not n any
7ou will nesd 1o order one from Star | way been tampored with, nor has the
Sectronics. write protect been altered while trying to :L‘:’."_‘m msm:;"::‘;:'u':‘;:::" i'd"::
al They will explain exactly what you de-crunch the program. e ih srotseksd. s .
»ave to do and how much it will cost | would welcome your help in this small "w" e A lad, e R
J ymine was free as | remember). matter, as this KindWords 3 program is Thio S llion B ANA I to WRNE e
Yo can contact Star Electronics on |  just what | want for my AB0D and with et i e
14Mb 2494 471111, your help | look forward to being able to e laat n‘:"’
s load and use this o P‘[::“ :n"':faf:“ hoot yougmeabine,
m 7 & Eare, £ Yorkshire .
Write enabled, - sy o o e . S
: clous ACAS space with & 5till no Uiking
= rptected disks S St ongury b 1 10t no-UIKIn
05! atil gotting & horrendous amount o
5001 1 nave ag ounl amng e and phon cls reqrn i warror
. | have had Lrouble 1080I0G  problem which | have expiained twice
99.00 four disks and as a result | have  before. This is the last time. 4, Many thanks for your response to
#0.00 I rdor for our dieks 1o de-archive my problems with Hokndall 2. 1

sturned them as faulty and asked for
acements. Eventually, following my

Nlo more 8-bit

successfully we are forced 1o use the
AB00 version of the Format command
s it is the only one that works on all

is a problem though. The A600
Format command has a bug so that if
the disk that the machine is booted

have just received, from Mark Price at
Core Design, a new set of disks and the
request to remove my RAM expansion

I have sent him a letter which sets out
further problems | encountered. When |

ttve
ickup + i
10

 yous ff\} recently bought the September issue of The type of file requesters that the

“f \ ‘Amiga Computing for the Spectrum

‘; eé ~ Emulator on the CoverDisk. Since then |

o ‘have managed to load some old Spectrum games

o #nto the emulator.

b Unfrtunealy, voan | 12 tace e game s ¢

ver ‘snapshot | get a window requester stating YOU ing program, there should be no prob-

; 'NEED ASL OR ARP LIBRARY. The same hap-

case | pened when | tried to load the Batman game.
aiready on the

What am | doing wrong, or what do | need to do 00k through the Libs drawers on AmigaDOS.
10 get the to save and.

1 you have an AS00, ASL will not work and

W. Hepworth, Kent  ARP.library, but




(al

|
!
!
|

Ll T ECHNICAL

>
removed the RAM expansion and tried
again | got the following message:

Amigatuide

Remary fragmentation - reset wd try agnin
110

i
T2 Apologies for the missing AmigaGuide part 2 article but it will be
28058 present in the next issue of Amiga Computing. Promise.

o000

These numbers change each time | try to
0ad the game. My Directory Opus shows
that with my RAM expansion removed |
have 748K,

On checking my RAM disk | find that |
have threa files within it on startup. They
are Clipboards, Env and T.

Please can you help e further? If | can
sort out what appears to be a memory
problem on startup and the game runs
without my memory expansion in place, |
would like to disable this without physically
removing the board each time | piay the
game. Many thanks.

A. Bemascome, W. Sussex

r This is a complicated one. As |

have had no problems, | would imagine
this is a fault of your machine or possi-
bly a virus. It may be a good idea to
check your machine with a reputable
virus killer such as John Veldthuis®
Virus Check

ines do suffer from mem-
ory fragmentation but not o the degree
your machine is reporting, and so

Parks, Macclesfield K10 4NP and
we'll move heaven and earth to
help in these columns. But sorry,
we cannot reply personally, 5o saue

suddenly. You could be very trusting
and send your Heimdall 2 game to me
and | will try and install it for you. If you
do want to try this please send only the
disks.

Otherwise | can only see this as a
fault with your machine, but it may be
worthwhile trying the alternatives sug-
gested before you fork out cash for a
check and repair service.

Okl | give up. I've edited the teams in F1GP-

Ed, saved them 1o the disk and finally tried to

save the files to executable (disk two of the
four F1GP disks), but each time | am not asked
for disk two of F1GP and once the machine finds out it
tells me that | haven't got the required disk inserted.

Call me thick if you want, but how do you go about
wiiting to executable? I 33 years old and balding, so
please tell me before | pull out what fittle hair | have left
in frustration? Aaaaah!

S.Ramsey, Co. Antrim

What! Leave that hai alone. We may have
I the answer yet. First of, t would have been

reat if you could have sent me some
et on your Anig setp bt 55y
11 have o takea rough gue:

Boot your Amiga with the CoverDisk containing
F1GP-E and load the program up. When thal has
Rappened take out the CoverDisk and insert your
1P disk two in the drive, Now click on Read Data
From Executable and use the fl requester 1o load
up the e called figp.

requesters appear asking for another disk, just click
on Cancel till they go away. Select the f1gp file from

the file requester and click on Okay. This should
save the new settings to the original file. Don't for-
get to back up the original 1gp file first.

And that's t. If you own a copy of FIGP from the
Wild, Weird and Wicked A600 pack you should
immediately upgrade to the latest version of.F1GP-
Ed, details of which were printed in last month’s
Amiga Computing CoverDisk pages. Hope that
helps.

 irim
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99p

Disk Pac 2099
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Professional CD
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New! 2,881 Adobe Type 0 1960 Tue Tpe s (ouer

20m 8 G
i | | 320m8) and PCX, GiF, EPs TiFF Cipart (over 162MB). M
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

Substrbe to the top ualu

= =\ Subscribing to Amiga Computing means you
(@~ | reap all the benefits of the exclusive treatment

A Y~ =\ you'll receive as a subscriber, and you get to
~ | choose one of these great free gifts as well

So, you're wondering, what exactly s this exclu-  Amiga Computing is reserved for you personally.

sive treatment? Its a whole range of things that  Before the masses have even thought about thei

\ ensure you get your copy of Amiga Computing monthly expedition to the shops you'll have had
without any fuss or effort. As a subscriber there  your copy for a few days, delivered direct to you
are no worries about remembering when the door, postage free.

A1 — = next ssue s on sale. You can watch your Not only do you already know the latest news

favourite soap or have a lie in, because you and gossip, but you've also had first pick of the
B2 \on't be scrambling down to the newsagents.  bargains on offer. Subscribing by direct debit
Bl You'll be content in the knowledge thatyou  means you can spread the payment, contributing
are part of the select, because your copy of  only a small amount each quarter.

Choose either a yearly (13 issues) i . )
ora quarterly subscripﬁon Quarterly Direct Debit Instruction

T—

- = e

iispecial offer you want (not available o world subscribers) rignatr sntcation No,

@ Deliver my magazine t:

Name (MM

%
"

@ Send this form to: Europress Direct, FREEPOST, South Wirral L65 3EA. (No stamp needed if posted in UK.)

Your subscription will commence from the earliest possible issue

i Amiga Computing #n
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i+ lalse out a
and indulge

nally.
 their
 had
 your

ews

" @ [wo entra issues

ting  plus an elegant Amiga

[omputing magagzine binder

Subscribe to Amiga Computing and we'll send you a

high quality, exauslve Amiga Computing magazine

binder. These specially produced binders will keep
i in mint diti iding an

excellent reference point, as well as keepi

stored away neatly. As well as this useful

also get two extra magazines.

® Mouse and logic 3
Mouse Mat

You can have this superb mouse
and a high quality Logic 3 mouse
mat absolutely free when you
subscribe.

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLIME
for card orders
Tel: 051-357 1275

Fa 051-357 2813

® Boolss For
Amiga users

[hoose one of these truly useful
books from Bruce Smith Bookss,
publisher of the world’s best-selling
Amiga books.

fimiga Distss and
Drives Insider Guide
This book is sutable for all
Amiga users and is the
definitive guide to the
Amiga’s floppy and hard
disk drives.

fimiga A to 2 of
UWortsbench 3 Insider Guide
Suitable for Amiga A1200
or A4000 owners, this
guide describes everyday
usage of the Workbench In
step-by-step terms.

Aimiga Rssembler
Insider Guide
Ideal for new users wanting
to learn to write programs
in the native code of the
Amiga assembler

® Zool 2

widely acclaimed game follows Zool's rav-
els through a further six huge levels, larger than
those in the origin feature @ number of

th great sound effects, hidden bonus r
telligent enemies and the choice fo play Zooz,

friend (shown here), Zool 2 makes an
excellent free gift.

is suitable for any machine,
though A1200 owners can choose an
enhanced version (see order form).

Amiga Computing

J”L

1]

1 auide for your Amiga!

subscription
yourselr?

!
E
|

| '

33

Mastering
Amiga Beginners

This s the book to pro-
vide you with a solid
grounding, through easy
to understand step-by.
step instructions and
explanations of terminol

just about everything,

NOVEMBER 1994
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€= Commodore

Cornputers Lird
11 North Street, EXETER, DEVON, EX4 3QS
CD32 Expansion Modules | | Retina BLTZ3

1 We’re Backing Amiga! ¥
2 & 3 Superb 24 bit
s S | Foppy po * 23 Pin Video Por 3
Amiga 1200, CD¥oaha000+ & [ 8 Rttt |l oo
2 |SIMMSocket  *  Audioln& Out one REhc
ar in extremely shon supply. Phone fo latest £ |KeyboudPot  * -DriveSwitch deal
s, prices and availability 8 Seion * Real-Time Clock
sk =3 T 3 * Colour Match CD¥
c have available now memory expansions, y
accelerators, hard disks (SCS1 and IDB), loppy | Great Value at £199.95 | Brilliance 2!
disk drives, multi-io cards, graphics cards 3 jossory; Floppy Drives; Hard Drives, .
priners(impact, nkjet, laser), cables, adapters, | 8 | yiemors Flopoy Brves Hard ivs. Gl
printer and monitor sharcr switches - just about ] s e i, Paint Program
Suthing Amigalll 2 only £69.95
Imagine a drive which is almost as fast as a hard drive, but Microvitee 1438 | | CD32 Connection Kit MarkIl
| which akes disks smilar 0. foppy drive 14"Colour e iy AR e
@ Multisyne
Imagine filling this hard drive, and then simply replacing | & Monitor. All With SERNET - "Just Click and Go"
the cartrdge and instanty having another 105 or even 270 | T | Amiga modes.
Megabytes o storage available 8 | "$299.95 “Only £34.99
8
Imagine saving your work to carridge, and being able to | *or*
ead the data on any similarly equipped Amiga, PCor MAC | @ | Phillips 8833
& | Monitor.
4 Fro® || 2 | Classic for only ]
Now you're thinking SyQuest ... (0995 | B 229, | | Upgrade from Connection Kit
g | | Mark I available — Only £16.99
Contact us if you want i Ea t‘l’l‘"’ﬂ"‘; éﬂmg CD | Lightwave
an Emplant board complete wit om Drives
< ra new mouse SR Ta Do Specd, 3D PAL
or the latest DTP software | Muli-Scsion €D e
ora second joypad for your CD32 | the Comms ROM*Photo €D+ | |, Hord limite
NET cable | revolution! PlysCDG musie o]
a CD full of fonts and graphics CDs * powerful softy
S | [rontlses || BESE || 2
CDPD 4 | ery Fast o Outpu
o the AMINET CD || 28800bps M) D i o4 95
D32 ey o i ais "o 2109 Misimum
ek || modemsnow | | i Amw equirement s SMB,
LAB digitiser available. CD Drives from || ™7and a hard disk
orFlowehising sofiwere o snytine AMIGALI! Phosaraul only £159.95 AU heis

Can’t see what you want? Just
ring (0392) 499 755 -~ we have
lots more than we can show her

How TO Order What You See Is What You Pay
| Pos By Ph | \ y - Saturday 9.30am-6.30pm
ost 3 Phone

By
i o Chopars eaw | o e e i
o ki B oy s
s e e &
resrplopopadt) brtharon et
F ——

nge s0 please phone o | | available st l imes

Compare Our Prices! We don’t
charge extra for Credit Cards or
Standard Delivery.

by (0392) 499 755

days for your cheque toclar

e Corct Al Time 1 Gang To P
EAOE. Ploase Phone T pric

b0z

All Prees Shown Include VAT, Standard Delivery 1s . No Hidden Exuas,




nough billed as a disc designed to

onstrate Syndesis’s Inter-

3D object conversion soft-

B e cotecton o moioe o reach
s is 0ne of the best yet

ompany's growing CD range

s
S modelling companies as samples of
. could be a real Godsend

‘o make a ving from the 3D
the facilty o call upon a permanent
objects at the drop of a hat makes

y.
odels, amanged in directories by con-
Sser. are very well organised. Unlike the

ger, Syndesis have obviously put some
St ito the structure of the disc.

v are 202 models in total, many of
s are made up of several smaller objects,
e 35 the scenes containing Whole roorms or
and every effort has been made to

e as easy 10 use as possibl.
the major Amiga rendering systems,
ge¥¥ave and Imagine, are directly suppor-
w25 are Wavefront (for Silicon Graphics

scene.

complete in all respects, save the camou-
flage images which | was forced to simulate
with a few quick fractal noise maps.

“The originals, though much more sutable,
had been rendered muli-coloured 1o tease
users of the disc into buying the complete

Light infantry

Syndesis can makse your 70 life
a lot easier with the latest

(0-ROM object libraries, as
Stevie Hennedy found out

GRAPHICS]

In cases such as Tim Nign's superb
tank model, s not dificult 1o See why
he has held a litte bit back. Even

yscales, but they show each model in
1o faciltate  bit

mpanies concerned have fimited
sefulness.
 tank shown here, for example, was

flet those models

Syndesis’s other new CD-ROM title is the Avalon
casection, a “snapshot” of the Avalon site on Internet
where, apparently, the 3D dudes hang out in their
Toves.

Models on the disc range from excellent to pretty
‘saful, and as many have been uploaded by an army of
o Schmoes like you and me, consistency is not a
=afor feature of the collecton.

The Star Trek/Star Wars theme is wel represented,
st tbre e enough difernt types of obi-cl o ko
=ost browsers happy.

St thers are o oad oy nghtW'vl o e
models on t
tyou o o copy of InterChange Plus or Pixel

SYSTEM ESSENTIALS

where image maps have been limited or
scenes set up with groupings in awkward

laces, the models themselves are of a con-

sistently high quality and take only a ltle edt

or texture mapping 1o fit straight into any

scene you lie

As an educational aid on how to put good

models together without over complicating
things, the package would sell itsell, but as
there are so many top-quality creations of
such a wide variety (everything from WW1
biplanes to kitchen utensis) you'd be mad not
10.give this one a whir

If you don' already have a CD-ROM drive

and you are a 3D afficionado or professional,
discs such as this one make the drive tself
the next thing on the shopping fst.

prcs

[l

€D -ROM drive

Fro. theres ot much hero o ntrest you st o a.

ek )ty el B i

a piy, as some of the o L A
gmm Tohtt rs stumeion snd s grnom b s,
There are those, such as the ubiquitous NCC-1701,
which we've all seen a millon times before, but ofhers
are more original, such as the rather gruesome 3D
Scene set up o exactly maich the last few seconds of
John F Kennedy's fe.

“The latte is a new departure for the Americans, who
seom at one stroke 1o have combined a hobby with a
national tragedy, and plumbed the depths of bad taste
into the bargain. What next? A Vista Pro animation of the
Mount St Helens eruption? (Avalon CD Rom approx £32)

The bottom line

Product: 3D-Rom volume 2
Supplier: Syndesis Corp.

Price: £65
Tel: 0101 414 674 5200

Ease of use 8
Implementation 8
Value for money. 9
Overall 9

ng
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3224 BLITZ SHAPE EDITOR 1.1
Edit D shapes in Bt Basic

0 D Click V2.
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ek also
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“Theae
Comain  seection of music mocules &

Postage & Packing 1 75p per CD
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Spet ey i e
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numum - POk BROS
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If you want nothing else but
armes, then this CD is for you.
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been included which run from the|
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S
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More Space
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£19.99 + 75p P&P

WATION  Acllecton of Aiga s
e 3131 FONTFARM 9
e MoRPAY THE MAGICIAN 50 more ot

3109 ELECTRONIC K

3 more great FOP

i e i
A

Fpe
S

e it
(Comnts o archived)
Only £19.99'+ 75p P&P

Latest RAM LOADE
X3181 MORPH MAGICIAN AGA

R
Exccute programs from a men
Reuies b & D! AGA only

3124 AMIGADOS TUTORIAL

TEAM 17 CD COMPILATIONS
oAt e (199
ALIEN BREED &

Liimaars noovaLo b
T HTLES ARt Co32 0N

A
s Mk P o
3066 INFINIT




first glance, you'd not even notice
that ImageFX had been upgraded.
Butdiving in and trying ImageFX 2.0
% e taking a swig of rum punch when
= expecting Kook-Aid ~ ifs a lot stronger
e 100k,

s new release maintains the ease of
e of arler versions, while adding a suite of
e 2nd improved features that promise, o
s 10 the forefront of the Amiga image-
Smcessing pack.

woweve, before we go any futher it must
e svessed this is a preview of an almost-
e teta version of ImageFX, 50 some fea-
Ses could be dropped at the last minute.
Qe oo youll ed rat Nova
emmed in a few more at the last minute.

bty abilty to run on the
Wesisench, complete with the preview win-

forced you to work

Warking on the Workbench saves a bit of
S RAM, and is handy for creating art such
= Wrkberch backops that il nomally
e the Workbench palette.

arcihor itrtace improvement s the acdk
S of previews for most of the special
ects. When selecting setings for an effect
s s punch, two thumbnail views open
et 1 the control gadget.
shows the original image, and the

s sffect looks great in the thumbnail view
St lousy at full size, ImageFX features
sege-level undo and redo.

"mageFX 2.0 features a new optional
Swemtnail file-requester that should be stan-
2 00 all Amiga graphics programs,

wstead of just bringing up a lst of file-
ames, the requester displays thumbnal icon

mageFX isn't just an image proces-
it's also an animation processor.

s can load and save frames in IFF

A (038 $1d/057), QYaapioL &b

is support for
i i s el
g format. This heavily compressed

ti-megabyte animations to a cou-
 hundred kilobytes.

wP, mentioned earlier, makes it
sy 1o perform image-processing
erations on multiple frames of an

by swirling the graphic down a vir

a drain. You can alter animations so
exhibit Video Toaster-like effects.

GRAPHICS]

apitting
image

looks can be deceiving.
Denny Atksin shows you why
there is more to ImagefH
than meets the eye

ImageFX 2,0 features a high degree of retar-
getabilty. You can display the interface win-
dow on just about any graphics card that
installs itself logally in the Amiga's screen-
modes lst,

The preview screen (the working screen
before you render your final images) can be
displayed on Amiga, DCTV, Firecracker 24,
Ham-E, V24, OpalVision, or Retina cards, or
ke Wbl oo i i
do feature Workbench emulat

Final images can be mreclly rendered to

Amiga-mode screens or DCTV, EGS,
Firecracker, Grafexa, Ham-E, 1V24)
OpalVision, Picasso, Retina, or SAGE
screens.
A Foreign render module lets you render
images for graphics boards you don't have
installed on your Amiga — you could use this
o create an AGA graphic on an ECS Amiga,
for instance. No matter what graphics sub-
system you use, ImageFX 2.0 will et you use
ittothe fullest.

ImageFX 2.0 features a series of IMP.
(ImageFX Multi Processor) which is a new
batch processor module that ets you run a
process or effect on a series of images auto-
‘matically, without having to mess with ARexx
scipting.

IMP can work with single images, a series
of images, or OpS ANIM animation files. IMP.
lets you do processes such as doing a video-
colour-limit operation on i the images in a

ImageFX's new icon-
basod fil requestor.

Amiga Compu
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‘Somo of the textures available in ImageFX 2.0

directory, or adding a water-droplet effect
ries of animation frames.

Browser s a stand-alone version of
ImageFX's thumbnail file-requester which
can be used to select image files, animations,
and Mpeg streams for viewing.

And as i earlier versions, a complete ver-
sion of Nova's Cinemorph image-morphing
program is included, and fully integrated with
Imagef

Nearly every individua feature of ImageFX
has been dramatically improved — even the
most simple have been fine-tuned o the
fullst.

ImageFX sports a wide variety of image-
processing effects, accessible from the
Toolbox menu. You'l find all the expected




{crarnics|

colour effects, such as colour-to-grey, solar-
ze, negative, etc.; plus a few bonuses such
as halftone (nine types, including special
brush and alpha channel options) and antique.

Filter operations include colour limiting, ant-
aliasing, video fiering, and median fiering.

‘Convolve option allows you to do oper-
ations such as sharpening, edge-detection,
mafion Slrs, oe relief maps of the current
image - it even possible to create your own.

You mncompc ite pictures, using both the
swap buffer and an alpha channel. it
transformations now include not only fip, mir-
for, roll, and shear, but also fantastic two-
dimensional and three-dimensional perspe
e miaiora 8k re i feler than those
found in Amiga paint pr

Distort operations nciude alpha-channel
and wave distortion, swirling, pinch/punch,
polar blur and mosaic, and spherize.

“The Dream distortion is a particularly nice
effect for use in animations. It creates a wavy.
swirling effect, simiar to what you often see
on low-budget television shows when a char-
acter moves in or out of a dream sequence.
Al of these effects are completely adjustable
inintensity.

The real fun, though, comes under the
‘Special Effects menu. menu but-
tons here, but you'l actuall find hundreds of

pecial effects available fo.

The classic ImageFX Remove Feature
(remove everything in a selected region by
pulling the edges together) and Oil Transfer
(makes the image ook like an oil painting), as
well as Disperse and Roughen, are found

Apply Texture lets you map a texture
behind your graphic to make it appear as if it
‘actually been painted on another surface.
Dozens of textures are included, such as
bond paper, granite, fibers, sidewalk, ie, stuc-
co, ree bark, leather, and woodgrain, or you
i create your own in a paint program.
Straw makes it appear as if your painting
was drawn on coloured straw — it's a weird
sffect, but interesting. Crystallize is very

ImageFX's preferences

Amiga Computing
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impressive - depending on the grid size, per-
turbation and sparkle amounts you choose. It
in make your image l0ok s if it's being
viewed through a jewel, or as it its actually
made out of coloured crystals.
Nort s & aerléa ofhiing effects, and
these can

with another in the swap buffer. Th
maximum, minimum, fade out and|
mandala, pantograph, trace through, and
thro
When drawing, you can choose to
the brush edges feathered out of in, o
aliased. | wouldn't use ImageFX to c
images from scratch, but | certainly
suagot i orcharging mundens a o
surreal and fantas
Plcing et onyour Image has bosn
much easier. Muliple ines of text can now
created simultaneously, and you can
and save short text fles directy info
toxt requester
Al of the draw modes can be applied
text, s0 you can, fo instance, use text fo
through to an underlying image. Simi

afocts of any image processing program.

hese effects not only place impressive stars
and lons flares on your image, but they also
affect the brightness of pixels around them.

o if you place a bright star effect next to
an aircraf image, the fuselage around the
exploding flare wil be realistically brightened
as i an actual flare had exploded next o .

“This is particularly impressive when using
the lihtning effect ~ you can adjust the area
around the ligtning bolt 50 that t “ighis up"
as vl

Lightning s fully adjustable and variable.
By varying the bolt sighty over the frames of
an animation you can create some very real-
Istic lightning effects.

TILING

lext, there's Hockney tiing, a completely
controliable ting effect that's useful for creat-
ing explosive wipes. Finally, there's PaintFX.

If you've ever seen Fractal Painter on
Windows or the Macintosh, you've probabl
been impressed by the program's abilty to
reproduce realstic painting styles.

'PaintFX lets you choose a brush stroke
and have it applied 1o an already completed
image, allowing you 1o automatically create
Painter-lie effects. You can choose simple
stroke brushes, or complex IFF brushes for
truly weird effects.

peaking of painting, ImageFX 2.0 is no
slouch in that department either. You won't
it to use it as your primary paint program
bt awk-

than in previous releases.

‘You can lock the aspect ratio of the pre-
view screen so that it matches the original
picture, and work on HAMB or high-colour
preview screens.

‘Almost all operations have been speeded
up, particularly the aifbrush, which now oper-
ates in real-time and has an adjustable
radius, nozzle size, and roughness.

Thero aro now a wide variety of draving

modes. S

ImageFX now supports multple bru
which can easily be swapped back and
from a brush list. It lso supports loading
diferent graphic formats, from the com
tothe esoeric.

Actualy, one of the supported formats
the AmigaDOS 3.0 DataTypes library, 5o
you have DataTypes for additional
installed on your system, they're s
as wel.

“There are only 27 savers, omiting
formats, but realistcally you're probably
going 1o be using your Amiga to cre

MacPaint or Koala formats.

You can also grab screens and br
rom the system directly ifo ImageFX.
program also supports MAGIC, a 24
image-sharing standard that is adopted
othrswhch il alow il ppicaios|
open and work on a single image buf

Finally, ImageFX can directly gmbl
from scanners and frame grabbers. I
ports Epson scanners, the PP
Framegrabber and Framegrabber 256,
1V24 frame grabber, VLAB, and the St
I

‘Although ts input features are strong,
the latest beta | examined, printing
ImageFX's only weak poin. It doesn't
the plethora of printing controls and
creation abilities found in ASDG's
Dey Professional.

On the plus side, though, it does inc
full-featured drivers for outputting
PostSerip o the Primera dye-subima!
colour printer.

Product: ImageFX 2.0
Sppker (e Design
ice: TBA

Phone: Nm available. Email

te
o, rayon, charcaa, chalk, et t, and
fingerpai

Others affect coloLa aifeady there:
‘smudge, disperse, relief, add, sharpen, blur,
value, saturation, hue, mr‘ ighten, darken,
and colourize.

re are also a varily of styles, some of
which allow you to combine your picture

contact your local dealer

Ease of
Implementation 8
Value for money.
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here is a great need for products ke

Sse rambling tapes tum our biggest days
= catalogues of boredom.
4 least now, with the help of Hama A-Cut,
<an scrap the intelevant dross and start
your videos.

w52 with most video types including VHS-
S4S-S or HI8. It s sultable for al players
st nave a Controk-L interface, meaning that

stware. Despite all the leads, setting it up is
sy with the help of the good qualiy instruc-
s supplied.

Asnough it doesn' exactly look fike £200,
e control unitis sturdly designed with a fow
ntly simple controls.The source player
* siugged directly into the control unit where-
= e recorder is operated by remote control.

This means that the A-Cut must be adju-
23 10 mach the infrared system code of the.
for. Thankiully this can be done auto-

scally via the program without too much of
agroblem.

Once the A-Cut has been configured, the
wse s presented with the interface. Large
ear icons make operaling the editor a simple
matier, with prompts to guide you through
mere complicated procedures.

The beginner is well catered for with an on-
e help facilty giving explanations on every
command or function. This s the sort

T intortace has large icons and dispiay
learly, helping the usar to.
<reate an odit list fficiently.

‘dilors within an hour or

quate jog shutt ‘problem will
well

it should.

Buy one of these and you mig!

lieics 1w ek by By bl ‘should be able to become fully-fledged

6, ke Wi oy i packapelSiould beiial Bomtutyian e
is have to be resolved if the A-Cut is to perform as
Otherwise the unit works very well, giving the potential for some
By Al et e conk v e Chaapi b ALCIR I oAt
amateur or a budget business pr
ht start makin
ing. Then you can start learning to hold the camera straight.

ofdetall et ives the packagean arof
rofessional
fhen it comes to selecting ciips from the.
source tape, any number of scenes can
be defined. To get professional results, acou-
rate single frame editing is possible if the
connected player features RC time code.
on the A-Cut inter-
face is the same as you would find in a profes-
sional editing suite, giving the user a point of
reference right down 1o a specific frame.
Vitalfor any would-be editor, the jog shuttle
is the most convenient method of finding spe-
cific frames accurately. Unfortunately, this was.
in which the equipment was dis-

The shuttle’s inner ring is fine when it
comes 10 the frame-by-frame viewing of fiim,

p\alm considering its importance in an editing

Wi betr s A-Cufs o st which alows
you to log each shot by a name with its
respective time-code reading. This means that
clips can be organised and found efficienty.

Clips can be assembled from different

oject
videos that are aclually worth watch-

Amiga Computing|
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videos, athough this wilinvolve some fidding
since care must be taken {0 rowind each tape
back (0 the beginning after each cassette
change.

Once an et st has been compied it can
be previewed, allowing the user o check all
clips prior to recording. The fiim can be
restructured at this stage since clips can be
shited or copied elsewhere in the et st

iho Amiga enthusiast, an ARexs inte
face has been provided so that A-Cut can
communicate with ofher programs supporting
the language. This means that a video fim
can be produced vith a e program in a sin-
gle operation whi eding

Those with more technical experience may
0 i o cpmsaon el ol s

ver, need not worry about this as
s i oo e s

SYSTEM ESSENTIALS

Kickstart

The bottom line

Product: Hama A-Cut
Supp//er Hama PVAC Ltd.
6 708110
Pnce £199
Ease of use
Implementation
Value for money.
Overall

oNmo
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MORTON STRIKES
BACK - £4.99
Briliant platform game from|
the author of OG!
GuidoMorion ovr 0

I

urtl lovel ng
loms & avoiding nasties

ZAPPO A1200
CD-ROM DRIVE|

£199
(including &)

MEGA MOUSE
Microswitched 400dpi
itra high res.

BUDGET MOUSE
£9.99

MusIC UTILITIES
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AMINET 3 - £19.95
Latest offeings from the Aminet collection. 3300 fles of
soplclons, ames,ongs.damos, e  sons

D -1
Thelfcia AMODS PO forary (110 62), various AMOSIPro
tensions, Iss 110 8 of Totally AMOS.
PD4-£19.95
Fih dfe 891 0 1000, AMFM, GG
LD MINES -
Over 10000 \evg\s o i s game OK on CO32
SCENE 1-£14.9
600Mb of demos s e ettt

G, st

The ver e s ot P it
GOLD FISH - £29.95
Fred Fish 110 1000 in rchived and ready o run form
NETWORK ROM - £14,
Various networking toos, Fish, AMOS, T-Bag elc.
(OFESSIONAL FONTS -

S-£10.95
Hundreds of Adobe & Compugraphic fonfs and clp art

i
SERUCATIONAL oo

1198 PLANET GROOVE ()
iAoy

e Teacrcotcren e o
o et
B S 10,1

R ()
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FRED FISH
l fo 11

000
0 for Fish
Cataiogue G

M/FM
Disk magazine for the
sorious Amiga musician
Issue 19

2.5¢

Mol INTERFACE

SOUNDS .
Double GO conaing rousanas o s s for Amig  PC
5, i Fies and IFF, WAV & VOC sampies.

IRD SCIENCE CLIP ART - £9.95
26,000+ fls of Amiga & PG Clip Ar. Mono & coloured
IFF. Pagesiream, Pagesetier, EPS, IMG & Corel Draw

SCIENCE FONTS - £9.95
Amiga & PC Fonts. Including Adobe. Compugraphic
Bitmap. IFF, Posiscript, Pagestream, Truetype & POX olc

PAR
1.6m lead
om lead

NET
£10.00
00

cot AMICA
SERIAL LEAD
£19.95

includes other lems (Europe & rest of World.

Pleass a0 S0p P&F toordasfor . Licsoeware oy (€150 Efon: .00 et Workd) o £1.00 ¥ your order
osl).

SEASOFT COUPLTING (40

S
,FistFoor, 80 Woodiands A

BN16 3E)
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(0903) 850378
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et see a single program for sale without
seme gadgets.
Sut why are they so popular? Well gad-

sz user input, display information or have
st own logos and designs on screen, and
4 inis comes with such relative ease that
i s o s
w do we o it? The first thing that
Rl ko about gadgeta in Bit
et they are handled in groups. A group s
made up of a window full o gadgets ~ i
= gadgets relating 1o the gathering/display-
25 of information for one purpose.

i casrpl of s gl Wouk e fx
JPitese i vharo om sl o
B i e wt ciccess o
500 from the user.

The easiest way 1o group gadgets is to
semember that they can only be used in
wadows and only one group of gadgets
2an be assigned per window. After you

liadgets and Gadtools:
fire they compatible?

You've mastered the window. ¥ou've conguered menus and streens.
Nlow Michael Mine shows you how to control gadgets in Alitz

have decided which gadgets you need and
for what purpose, you can then continue
e din iy e
Gadgets are just like menus in the sense
that they need to be declared before they
canEo uses.
how we do
max«guage\ is as below:

t. A typical

Textgatget 0,10,10,0,1, Hells there!”

If you check your reference manual,
Chapter 26-1, you can see that the first
number i the group id number, or as Bitz
cals them “GadgetLists'

After that follows the X,Y coordinates.
which are both relative 1o the top-left corner
of the window in which they will be used.

‘Then follows the flag parameter which is.
used for extra functions, which can be seen
on the table on the same page.

1 have currently set this to zero which
makes the gadget a plain text gadget, but if
I had made it equal to one then it could be
toggled on and off by the user.

After that s the gadget's own id number
50 that we can ideniify the gadget itself and

new ones then don't despair as help is at

in
sinual updates 1o the Biitz language. Well,
ived issue number six

§ Trreions

7 e v e e ai owig ok o ke s voruti

15 K i ikt s S0t o e U npasat k'
 you are a subscriber then you should have

On the new libs included on the disks are some extensive updates 1o the gadgets' and
gadgtools' libraries, making them almost comg
S et ) gsdgels and gediools and you are

subscriber, wite in straight away to: Blitz
Loiure Senvoss, Ui 15, Gulhal st Esae, Kifaancas Doncssior DN 10

pletely compatible.

ine Subscription, Guildhall

a Compu:
NOVEMBER 1994
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it wmch Sppears e i gacget
u have declared al

couldn't be simpler as all you have to do i
1o extend the window command by one
more parameter — this is the gadget list id
number which for the gadget above would
be zero

Here's an example to demonstrate First
of all we need all the usual things for
Workbench compatabilty:

st
WeschTafrant_
Wiesereen 0
st Sereen 0

Now let's define our gadget:
Textiadget 0,20,18,0,1, CLick on me to fuitt®

and open our window as the active window
with our gadget attached:

Vindow 0, 120,70,200,40, 41000, 4y Vindov®, 1,20

can use the Events system, as used in
s T o ot press
our gadget. This can be done by wating for
the value $20

tevent
UntiL V=820 and Gadgethits1

S06 e can also check o see
which gadget was hit by using ‘GadgetHit
Now we just closo down:

osnino 0
i o

and run the program and you'll see
how easy it s to produce an interactive
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>

window with gadgets in only twelve lines
of code.

Gadgots: Simpler than buttering toast!

——————

By now you should have noticed how the
goiping ke o movites works and
how you can see which gadget was hit by
using the id it
If you have two windows open and you
have one gadget list for each then don't
wory, because you can still find out which
window the gadget came from.
can do this by using the
EventWindow command which tells you the
id number of the window. Then you can
check the gadget in the same way as above
and you'll know which gadget was used
from which list, by knowing which list was
assigned to which windoy
‘The gadget just used is one of the four
basic gadgets which the Amiga 500 sup-
ported, the others being: Shape Gadget,
String Gadget and Siider Gadget
But if you own an Amiga 1200 then you'l
almost definitely know about theGadtools
extension to the old gadgets, bringing
almost complete flexibilty 1o your programs.

G

ning just like menus and gadgets
can even put them in the same Gadge list
as normal Gadgets.

The difference comes in attaching them
to a window. You still put the GadgetList
parameter at the end of the window com-
mand but you also need to add another

Retrieving
information

command after you have opened your
wi

indow.
This command is:AttachGiList. This com-

had some GadTools in the previous pro-
gram we would add the following line after
opening our window:

Aetachittist 0,0
Now let's actually add some GadTools to
our program. Remember you can only pro-
ceed with this section if you have an Amiga
600 or higher. Workbench compatable:
Wstartup
VhenchTofront_

st Sereen 0
0

Now let's define our gadget and gadtool

Teatiadget 120,18,0,1,°
B AN

e 10 Wit!
1 info bor!”

and open our window as the active window
with our gadgetist attached:

Vindow 9,120,70,200, 40,8100

attach our GadTool:

In the original gadgets there is only one major gadget
which can gather information from the user and this s
the StringGadget. The string gadget has an area of
memory dedicated to receiving information from the
user when helshe uses that gadget.

There are several options which you have in control-
ling these gadgets, ranging from pre-setting the con-
tents of this gadget to clearing them completely, as well
s being able to read the contens.

Hero is a quick list of the commands to hand:

it

(See Ref.Manual Chapter 26-6 onwards for parameters)

I you wanted 1o pre-set the string with a response
you can do this with theSetString command, whereas if
you wanted the StringGadget cleared before the user
uses it then this can be done with ClearString.

There is one thing to note about StringGadgets, and
that is they have 1o be activated before the user can
enter information into them. This is normally done when
jser clicks on the gadget with the mouse and is
shown by a cursor which appears in the gadget.

But i you wanted to ask the user a question and then
make him/her wite the response in the gadget, you can

do this with the ActivateString command and then wait
until he presses retur (Event

To relrieve the response that was entered into the
gadget into a siring variable, you use the StringTexts:

mmand detailed in Chapter 26-5.

Information from GadTools can be retrieved in aimost
the same way by using GTGetString to retrieve informa-
tion from GTStrings and by using GTGetinteger fo
rerieve information from GTinte

The only other information retrievable from
a GadTool Is one of its tags, as explained in B.UM.#5,
by using GTGetAltrs. Here is the syntax for the
GadTool retrieval commands as | don't think they are.
documented anywhere:

St gL 1)

ledTietntege s,
bt it

A

Well its time for me to say goodbye but don't forget,
keep practicing and try out as many gadgets as you
can, as only practice will make you confident enough to
keep going

In the next issue | will start on the first part of a
WorkBench compatible program, using all the informa-
tion I've tried to cram into your heads in the last three.
ssues, including this one.
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HELP is at hand

If you have any questions that y
need addressing from reading th
column then you can write to Mich:
Milne, Blitzing on the Amiga, c
Amiga Computing, Europre:
Publications Ltd, Europa Hous
Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK
4NP. (NB: Please state what machi
ou are using and any periferals y
have!)

MtaeTList 1,0
then we wait for the user to press our
mal gadget by waiting for the event ca
$20 and close down:

"

-0
e
il u-m and Gadgetsitet

Tre et 0.
e

And as well as showing the simplicity
GadTools this also demonstrates the ca
plete compatability that the B.U.M
update brings between Gadgs
andGadTools

Unfortunately there is one minor prob

been pressed (i.e. Event
work)

So the only way around this is to,
untl the GadgetHit command returns &
ight GadTools Id number instead of wé
ing for the event code.

In a way this can be used to your ad
tage in the sense that f you have a gat
list of both gadgets and gadtools mi
together, you can determine whether or
an old gadget was used f an Event of §3
is returned. If not then you know that
GadTools was probably used
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Viper 68030 for A1200

GVP A12301l for A1200

£1259.00

(G-FORCE for A1500 - A2000
030 4omz
030 33MHz
EGS Spect

Us Rabotics
Sportstar 2496+ Fax..
Sportstar 1400 + Fax .
Worldport 14400 + Fax...
Courierv32 Turbo +

REPAIR SERVICE |

Jcentre for most Amiga comput-

s
ers. W

which we will examine your computer and |
report back with an exact quotation pice for |
the repair. If the repat i carried out the €10
A e0ion fomvow Wi Sf0) 1S

HOW TO ORDER |

100% error free bulk disks. When ordering by telephone please quote

.. 3 HD your credit card number followed by the
10 685 €600 INTERNAL REPLACEMENT expiry date and also your full name and.

50. i625 @150 adres I paing by cheaue lsse make

100 3150 £5000  ASO0, ASO0s internal. £3999 | payable to Gastelner Technology. In any cor-

00 £15000 £225.00  AGOO, ATZOD. £4999 | respondence please quote a phone number

e oy f390 |and also a postal code, please allow five.

_WARFENGINE_""" | DELIVERY CHARGES
and software items under
mvﬂueo’[?}p\mmﬂ%'”»M‘

28MH; £79900 | items above £59 add £10 courier ser-|
priv Fi1ge00 | vic. Offshore and highands, pesse calfor a

quotation. In addition, we offer the following |
e 7 g b Mo s |
P EBRRISER: |1t s £1 et bor Mor o
GIG MEV DISK EXPANDE m.y....,.mﬁa.,.m.'&:mw
rose gorrey £2995 |0 change without prior ntice. All rademarks

Gig Mem. 3995 <

Official purchase orders welcome from Educational establishments and major corporates. (Strictly 14 days net). Please phone for approval.
All prices include VAT. Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E&OE.
All goods under £50 please add £3.50 p&ep and all goods above £50 please add £10 Courier Service. Next day service please call.

1190 More Siveet, Upper Bdoaton, Loadon L [15 4.4
el Dol-245 6000

Pue V31343 6363

Al
Major credit cards accepted

5
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PEN ALL HOURS

WELL, NEARLY!

9am-10pm Mon-

Sat

10am-6pm Sunday

DSDD
DISKS

100 DISKS +
100 CAP BOX

29p £31.

2.5" HARD DRIVES FOR AG0O/A1200
£129

£299

de ful fiting kit & Instructions
A1200 RAM EXPANSIONS
2Mb £109.

4Mb £174.95

Features bty backed clockand socket foropioal FPU

PRINTERS & RIBBONS

Star LC100 COlou .

Star LC24-30 + Aulo Shet Feedsr .£209.00
Seikosha SL95 24 Pin Col s
HP310 Colour Inkjet 9,00
HP310 + Auto Sheet Feeder 26000
Star LG24-200 Colour £274.00

WE STOCK A WIDE RANGE OF RIBBONS
AT LOW PRICES - PLEASE CALL

LEADS & CABLES

AMIGA HARDWARE

A1200 ace and Chase Pack £280.05
A1200 Innovations ..
e i ]
Amiga A4000..... .£Phone
Microvitec 1438 Monitor .....£295.00
Cubscan 1440 Multisync
External Floppy + Virus Killr £56.95
AS00 Internal Floppy Drive ... £48.95
A500 512K Ram Exp. + Clock . £23.50
A500 1.5 Meg Ram Exp. ......£76.95
500y 1 Meg Rem Exp. - /.£20 00
AB0O 1 Meg Ram Exp. .......£29.
A1200°2 Mo Ram ExprClock£109.95
A1200 4 Meg Ram Exp+Clock€174.95
ASO0/AG0/A1200 Power Supply .£29.95

DISKS & LABELS

Al disks aro supplied wih label,
NBRANDED DISKS are 100%

enor rae

in the unlikely event that any of

our disks are faulty. then we will

replace the disks AND reimburse

your return postage!

35' DSDD Grade A

35" DSDD Grade B

35" Rainbow....

5° DSHD

.£0.37 each
£0.29 each
£0.44 each

.£0.58 each

35" DSDD Fuji (b0x 0f 10)......£4.90

35" DSHD Fuji (box of 10).....£8.90

5.25° DSDD Fuji (box of 10) .. £2.50

525" DSHD Fuji (box of 10) ..£4.90

1000 3.5 label

MISCELLANEOUS

usemat omm thick ...

2.

40
Point Mouse
Aliadata Trackball
Crystal Trackball
Zydek/Tryedox YvackbaH

Zyfi Amp?
Zydek Pro Speakers
Action Repiay Mk I

t

2-piece Printer Stand

Metal Printr Stand
A4 Coy

yhol
Metal Angle Fmse Copy Hoider.
Voo e Pt 5505

sheels

JOYSTICKS

£

9
2450
§1495

Alioysicks have auof eature

p\ inosa ma
Grip Models
om shot W00

£6.95

1000 3.5 tractorfeed

STORAGE BOXES
for 35" or 525" disks.

Printer 3

rial .. 4,

Null Modem

Joystick Ex(snder 3 meire..

JoystciiMouse Extender.
Al

Amiga 33
Analog Joystick Adapt
4 Player Adapter
Parnet Gabl

10 capacity

80 capacily Banx drawier

150 capacity Posso drawer ...£15.95
ty drawer

LOOK! LOOK! LOOK!

Yo o it ot s sk s

500 Plain it s abes on o

oy wih FOUR e i v
Yours for ONLY

1000 Labels with
ONLY £13 50

£11.95

VISIT OUR SHOP

930am530pm Mon-Sat, 8.00am-1.00pm Thurs

E 9am to

LET195

Taps ar
Soma i

Base nre Buiion Niodeis
Maverick

£18.95

L£1495

Megas sm

o e
o]

Comp Pro Star

Sk g
Speedking eios

BUSINESS HOURS
m Mon-Sat, 10am to 6pm Sun
Al ll-ml ‘and offers subject to mu.nuny ESOE

conds
36 HOPE STREET, HANLEY, STOKE-ON-TRENT ST1 5BS
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ake two stereotypes — the typical
exercise fanatic as perceived by

s high fibre food and believes that their
Jios s s s

The commonly perceived computer nut
R i cociiety heath Kporat, ot
amer than the stabbing motion of fingers on
“eyboard and believe that their bodies are
wsually the equivalent of a Sainsbury’s TV
serer.

These extremes are changing as we
sweak, as more and more people from all
walks of life realise that computers can
wake lfe much easier but, when confronted
w a program o aid body training, the two
seemingly alien-to-each-other hobbies stil
4 i the mind somewhal

Heart Track, 1o the initated, is a utiity to

disk, a chest band, a transmitter and
wceiver.

The process is simple. Attach the trans-
miter 10 the chest band and put it round
yur rippling torso, plug the receiver into the.
4miga, load in the software and you're in
sessession of a package that senses ECG

?

sgnals.

The transmitter captures these and sends
e 10 the receiver, which in turn pumps
e in 10 the program to be displayed on
sexeen for your delight. That's i

Well, aimost. Also included is a foam
scop that apparently (although it's not clear
# al) attaches 1o the handle of an exercise
e or other contraption which then allows
00, | assume, 1o fix the receiver onto this

ear readouts help you
“rough a haze of swoat

o0 your progres:

Sonsult the graph for an

werviow of your workout

with a Velcro band for a more consistent
signal. The whole affair is just a touch
flimsy and, as far as | can see, pretty
redundant

The program itself offers an extremely
simple-to-use system, mainly due 0 the
fact there really isn' that much o it. If you
just want a general heart reading, pressing
on start begins the monitoring.

For the more serious users, schedules
can be created which cover the four basic
areas of training ~ warm-up, work, rest and
warm down.

By adjusting the time of each and the
desired heart minimum and maximum im-
its, the computer keeps a track of each ses-
sion, providing the user with a countdown

d a warning alarm when you step out of
the predefined heart parameters,

 the exercise session is completed,
a graph can be called up detailing, via

Heep

ol 2k hoer ol 30 e

e of your workout. These results can
el printed out for future referen
and for Challes Allat “bfore” and water
comparisons later on.

RANGE

Due 1o the fact the whole thing is wired
into the Amiga, its hardly the most portable
of devices. It's range is a rather limited four
feet but can be increased through the use
of an additional Infrared system that
‘expands the range up to ten feet,

While being ideal for running on the spot
and multi-gym work, for the more active
punter this is obviously limiting

Track sets out to do a simple task
and achieves its goal very effectively, but
the real question is whether the package is
really worth £95.

The average price of a wrist watch
with the same facilities but minus the
hefty equipment is around the same price

doesn't offer the versatilty and portabilty
essential to the all-round sports person. On

SOFTWARE

[omputers, exercise. Frercise, computers.
Hdam Phillios reviews a product that bridges
these two previously opposing pastimes.

the other hand, if you're a couch potato
exerciser with an Amiga who desperately
wants 10 get themselves in shape but are
frightened to step outside in case the sun
actually touches your white, opaque skin
then this is a relatively useful product at a
relatively hefty price.

SYSTEN SoenUALS

Hard drive

Workbench

§E

Techna/ogy errled
Phone: 0
Price:
echedule by deciding Ease of use
hotime of oaeh i

The bottom line

Product: Cardio sport Heart Track
upplier: Healthcare

Value for money.
Overal

Amiga Computing
NOVEMBER 1994




LCL announce an
incredible new release
[CD MICRO FRENCH (egimen-Gcst gm

CD Micro French s a complete
course of 30 programs taking
beginners up to GCSE in French,
following the National Curriculu,
for the Amiga CD or CD32. (See
the screen shot).

Tt uses all the features of a CD
 CD music by musicians who

elnteractve film-like programs are  have played with world-famous

included. Actors talk toyou out ~ BrOUP:
loud and wait for you toreply, ® Massive 30 programs, with
French instructi overa

HiQ Limited
Tt 44 0151 505 2092 Fax +44 (081 909 3685

11 HiQ Hard Drive Sale !!

HIQ are offering Bare Hard Drives at unbeatable prices in IDE and
SCS, as well as their existing Video Products. Please callfor latest
prices by phone or fax.

IDE 3.5" Drives for A4000, A1200 and PCs

420mb - £229.95

A1200 Cable Pack £10.00
A1200 200w Power and Cable pack £70

Above cables and power only with drive

SCSI 3.5" drives
340mb Conner £249.95
Conner SCSI 1GB (1060mb)
£599.95 inc vat.

Micropolis AV SCSI-2 drive designed for sustained transfer rate without
hous on other dives,

in French thousand questions.
o Extensive French speech by @ Very easy to use, it reallyteaches
native speakers you French, and

Also iﬂ’k interactive real speech
in Amiga courses (where required)

LCL Sel-tuition courses wil open up a whole new world
for you as each course is specifically designed to take
beginners up to a recognised level (such as GCSE, A

I or National Curriculum tests) in a fun but effective
way

€
7" Everything you are likely to need is included - you don't
have to keep buying new packs. Each course includes an
incredible 24 programs or tutorials, and even a b
They are the most comprehensive courses of their type
available - and yet amazingly, because of their estab-
lished volume sales - they cost LESS.

Choose from the largest popular range of GCSE courses
in the world:

MICRO FRENCF
(Beginners - GCSE)

| | MICRO SPANISH
(Beginners - GCSE & Business)

MICRO GERMAN | | PRIMARY MATHS
(Beginners - GCSE & Business) | | COURSE (312 years)

MICRO ENGLISH MEGA MATHS
(8 years— GCSE) (Alevel course)

£5 OFF TOTAL FOR 2 COURSES,
£10 OFF FOR 3, £17 OFF FOR 4
Only £24.99 per loppy UK).
Chegques payable to LCL. Free catalogue
Send orders to
LCL (Dept AMC), Thames House, 73 Blandy Road,
Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1QB.

MI
[l

CRO MATHS
ars - GCSE)

MICRO SCIENCE
(8 years~GCSE)

ly £34. D Cour

which siow them down.

WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN

& All Prices include Vat and P&P
}f HiQ Lid, 176 Kenton Lane, Harrow, Middx,
Fax +44 (0)81 909 3885

HA3 8SU.

Tel +44 (0)81 909 2092

e Phone 0401 579345 (sentin2s s R Ka B |

AMIGA A500 AND
PLUS CONSOLE UNIT

® Monitor console and keyboard
unit @ No hard drive restrictions
Power supply or modulator space @
Keeps cables fidy @ Non magnefic
cluminium @ High quality texture
finish @ Plenty of venfiation ®
Instoled_in  minutes @ Designed
specifically for the AS00 and 500+
A real space saver! -
Thousands of satisfied cus-

tor

AA1200 CONSOLE UNIT
Monitor console and keyboard
unit @ Second drive space @
Power supply @ Keeps cobles fidy
® Non-megnefic aluminium @
High quality texture finish ®
Plenty of ventilation ® Insialled in
minutes @ Designed specifically
for the A1200

KONTAX COMPUTERS

11a Waldeck House, Waldeck Road,
Maidenhead 516 8BR
0628 773212
Phone lines manned between 8.00am - 9.00pm
(No ansaphone!)
‘ONE PIECE DUST COVER ALSO AVAILABLE - PLEASE CALL

VISA
o

Amiga Computing
E
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liberated
society

[lo matter how hard people try, they
can't seem to nail the lid down on
AMOS. Andrew Deeley looks at a
product that promises to breath a bit
of life backs into the ailing language.

MOS users all around the world
will no doubt have been feeling
rather dejected just lately. Francois

= ot given much thought to the product

s Europress have had o put a halt on

sew developments.

This has led to other languages stealing
< limelight away from the package that
wnce ruled supreme.

Ailis not lost though. There are stll thou-
sands of dedicated AMOS users and, while
+ szeable user base remains, third-party
sevelopers will continue to cater for their
sesds,

One such company is the Ayr based T-

Soft who, after several months of develop-
ent, have released their official Liberator
xiznsion — a product that releases AMOS

wird-party libraries. Unfortunately this
means that you will not know where to start

The possibilities are endless. With
sccess 1o the Intuition, Dos, Req and
Sexxhost libraries, you will be knocking up
your own system-legal utities in no time at
=

SUPPORT

Further more, because Liberator provides
sweport for the Intuition library, the program
<2n open up its own window upon the
Amiga's Workbench screen and multitask
sroperly. Something that was simply not
sossible unti now.

That s not the end of it Liberator is com-
satible with all Commodore library calls,
ecluding those available in version 3.1 of
2 operating system.

Those that have a data burst cache
setween their earlobes will realise that this,
upled with the Intuition support, means
4GA compatibilty. Well almost.

With Liberator installed it is possible to
2pen up your own AGA screen from within
AMOS. But unfortunately, because of the
~on OS friendly manner in which AMOS
sandles screens, you will not be able 1o use
any of the commands that display text,
sraphics, Sprites or Bobs.

However, you could establish your own
Viewport and display images in 256 colours
= even Ham. Useful if you wanted to write
2 GIF or Jpeg viewer in AMOS.

The commands that access the library
Aunctions are almost identical to those used
= C and other high-level languages, but
were is one advantage.

Because you are programming in the
AMOS environment you also beneit from
e editors syntax checking, something that
© programmers would love.

Lets say that you wanted to utise the file

requester from the ASL library. Once you
had set up an array to hold the parameters
required by the function call, you would
type:

FLEsFRER,0)

In the above example, REQ holds the
address of the parameter aray and, if suc-
cessful, FILE retums a TRUE value that
points to the file name chosen by the user.

If you were to wiite the same line in C
you might type:

fitesas

west GHER0)

As you can see the two are quite similar.
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The best is stil yuwodn Close to
s an

called OrgAsm (which D
ReORGanised ASseMbler) a really.
exciting utity that turns GUIS, created
with GadToolsBox, into a form suitable:
for use with Liberator.

For those that do not know,
GadToolsBox is a shareware
ment tool that allows you to design your
own front-ends in a very easy and
intuiive manner.

Having designed your GUI, GadTools
wI (1o v oot o that

sets up and com your

user

interface.

When released it will cost £2.50,
will all further updates to Liberator,
which among other things wil include
an AMOS Professional version.

Liberator's documentation is supplied as an
Amiga Guide file and provides you with all
the necessary information concerning its
installation and use

Instructions concerning al the various
function calls are not supplied. However,
you are told where to get hold of the
Commodore Autodocs and an address is
given for a PD library that can supply Amiga
Guide documents for all the third-party
loraries.

Leaming how to use lirary functon calls
is not allthat difficult, especially if you have
already gained a good knowledge of pro-
gramming in AM

LEARNING

On the other hand, beginners will no
doub find a leaning curve ahead of them.
Although, as the programmer says, “This
leaming process is what keeps us addicted
to the great Amiga, so don't despair”

Liberator is one of the most exciting
releases that AMOS has seen in a long
time. | cannot see it convincing those of us
that have already moved onto other lan-
quages, such as C, 1o switch our allegiance
back to AMOS, but it wil certainly brighten
up the lives of those who have stuck with
this legendary programming package. /¥

The bottom line

Product: Liberator
Supplier: T-Soft
Price: £22.50
Address: PO Box 598, Ayr.
KAG 6P

Ease of use

Implementation
Value for money.
Overal
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t one time, colour font applications

mpressive but perhaps misieading. In
this means that the user gels ten type
= which can be combined with 205 seam
patters.
ievertheless there is ample room for experi-
ion, especially considering 2 Many
< is used in conjunction with paint pro-
s fike DPait or Brillance.
stting started could have been easier. The
xaging is cheap and the introduction
wal is put together in a rather shoddy man-
d have hoped for more considering the.
Furthermore, we'd recommend manual

atation if you'e planning 1o use a hard disk

nat's more, there are only two font sizes,
sgh at least variation can be achieved
talics or bold. On the plus side, an

g is good, giving the characters smooth

The program does offer a plethora of brush-

h which o create your il patterns. These
uped into five categories: designs, pat-
textures, gradient fils and environment

sing these you can develop fonts with any-
S0 from simple gold textures to detailed
resembling wallpaper. The qualty of
' patiers is variable, but given the amount
aose from this is not a serious complaint

4 you'd expect, these textures are fully
erchangeable with a stack of palettes.
the brushes usually look better in their
uit colour.

4 small but time-saving addition is the

as quick and easy as it could have been.

e font and brush styles have been

selected, it basically becomes a matter of

oA e )kt peciae
might therefore struggle

lhank!u”v h s G o o

VARIATIONS

The manual gives some examples of the
sort of variations that can be created by
using, for example, DPaint. The font appear-
ance can be altered by resizing a brush, or by
SeBgAiceer adta SR G bE k]

'@ of composite colours. These are ‘ideo
i 5o that colours won't bieed on the video

ne-saving in general is an advantage
 particularly look for in a package like this,
 other areas 2 Many Fonts doesn't seem

fect
Once typed, a tte can be picked up as a

brush and dragged several pixels along, cr

ating an effct similr 1o 8 50 sxinced e

fany Fonts could have been a welcome addition to anyone's software collection if it
d come at the right price. As a source of textured fonts it is a good enough prody
ering a wide choice of brushes to enhance a title’s appearance.
The trouble is, that's about all it amounts to. When it comes to playing around with the
s, its a matter of reaching for your DPaint tutorials,
This raises the point that you could design any of these fonts and brushes in DPaint or
fiance yourself with the aid of some PD colour font packs, o unless you're very short
# time the advantage of using 2 Many Fonts seems small considering the cost

s not going to make things a whole lot easier for the beginner ither. A sub-standard
xplanatory manual and awkward implementation creates some confusion, even for those.
i with the ins and outs of their paint program.
f cash isn't a problem and your looking for a collection of pre-designed filltextures, 2
y Fonts should be considered. Images are of sufficient quality 10 use at, say, the low
ad of the video market. For most people, though, ts not worth the asking price. Offering
e more than the cheaper alternatives, 2 Many Fonts costs oo many pennies.

With a name lite 2 Many Fonts,
here’s a pactsage that promises a lot.
Does it really offer tantalising titles
or is it just another font packiage?
Lareth lofthouse investigates
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Fonts can also be given shadows using
DPaint. These are a few examples of the v
ations that can be made, but Mediascape
cantt take much credit in this respect. Thes
enhancements rely entirely on your use of the
paint package.

Initially 2 Many Fonts, with its range of
colour typefaces, may seem ke good value.
However, the fact that there are PD colourfont
packages available ranging from £5 to £15
puts things into a diferent perspective

Wih PD software offering hundreds of ciip
fonts and the abilty to edt them, it is hard to

2 Many Fonts can justiy ts relatively
L

se0 how
high cost

IRANOPARLITI
PARLITI

| RAHDEAKLL |

The utilites disk supplie
mples of some of the variation:
an be achieved using your pant packa

¢aive you
- th

Product: 2 Many Font
Supplier: Meridian Software
Tel: 0533 863501
Price: £59.95

Ease of use
Implementation
Value for money
Overall

awnon
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Install with

Bd5P

p until recently the Amiga has
never had its own totally dedicated
installation program, and in the

past hard drive owners have had 1o wrestie
with AmigaDOS script files, programs that
shut out the Workbench environment, installa-
tion procedures where flexibilty goes out of
the window and many programs that are
installable, provided the user does it by hand.
Fortunately, Commodore came to the res-

Speaksing the
language

To use Installer you are expected to license with Commodore USA. However, with the
problems Commadore are having at present, it would probably be considered fairly safe
1o use the product without a license agreement.

Amiga Computing's license agreement was never returned but we use Installer any-
he decision to use the Installer is purely yours and Amiga Computing
cannot be held responsible for any breaches of the license agreement by readers.

Stewe White opens the door to creating
Yyour own installation stripts in our guide
to using the official (ommodore Installer

cue by developing an installation prograrm that

could be programm one, was totally
flexible and could function quite happily from
Workbenc!

This program ~ Installer  is now used
by most software developers, although
game developers continue to neglect its
advantag

What this tutorial aims to achieve is to
teach you how to use the language and apply
it to your programs. However, | will not be.

oncentrating solely on hard drive users, as
Installer is quite capable of instaling software
to another floppy disk.

In order 1o follow this tutorial you will need
to own an Amiga running Workbench 2.0 or
higher. Obviously, you will need to apply the

Now we've got that out of the way, let's take a look at

the language. The language offers different proce-

dures for nstaling different types o fle. General fies,

fibraries and fonts all have different routines which
lation more intuve.

Each routine has its own associated commands
applicable to the type of file being instalied. This

ins that you can break up your installation scripts
into easily readable modules, which makes debug-
ginga hel of a ot easier.

‘Wnat we'l do now is take @ look at a particular rou-
tine and take @ look at ts associated commands.

As an example routine, we wil be looking at the
‘one which instals ibraries. | will show the routine and
then describe each function individual

If certain functions are missing, the Installer wil
‘show a compile error. These functons will be labelied.

Geomtib

giskfontLibrary to LiBs"

bl
diskfont ibeary')

)
Let's take a look at each command to see what they

Am

actually do.
oy

“This tell instaler that the routine that folows should

be understood as a library routine. We don't end the

‘copylb function with parenthesis ) unil we have fin-
ished the entire routine.

Goromt “Tastalling disfont.Library to LIS

“This function merely tels the user what is going on.If
You don't want to display a message simply type
prompt *. Both s are included ()

this functon is classed as an independent command.
Prompt must always be present.

Ol deopyl

)

Installer has certain in-built help pages which e dis-
played when you click on the Help button on the main
Installr interface. If you wish 1o add your own help
text you can, but | will be explaining his process later
on. Help must always be presen.

Gsaurce “tacdiskfont Library')

a Computing
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techniques you learn in'this series yours
as | cannot wite example scripts dedicat
1o software which | know nothing about.
There will be plenty of examples, b
these will be purely for demonstratiy
purposes.
You should copy the Installer program

face to work with in a familiar environment
Workbench.
It s this flexiilty that makes Installer

“This tells Installer which file t is that you want

eradicates multiple disk swapping. Source m
always be present.

G s

This tells Installer where the source file should

Dest must aiways be present.
anfir)

Confim requires you to okay the copying process

It wil aiso inform rsion number of
library being installed and the one that is alre
present.

troguage)

Whenever a file is copied a biue bar appears
ing the progress of the copying process. You
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jwertul. It has the ability 10 cater for all T disgeam shows
s set-ups and is also capable of provid- e prosemess

et

v ot fles should 8omeTNNg 00 e it eme

grosiierle

Installer itself is not capable of instal- soript e which in

B slone, In order (o furclon f needs @ e drssiedte

al it 16 which I tranelalss N Arwmarremeremns

coutes. I tho scrpt flo language e eonToo

e bolooking . T e atar
BB Linguage Owes most of fs sictre ot

R, & language which relies on the s eemmser

ey Use of parenihesis or brackets piryed

arenthesis control il the functions
#e language and therefore debugging
can prove awkward.

WASTERING

sowever, once the actual functions have

parenthesis control the functions in
% the same way as parenthesis in
atical equations — that is 1o say that

S amount of open brackets ‘(" must be

y matched by the amount of close
s ') and vice versa. This is where
of the errors creep in.

v is an example Installer script, This
&'s main function is 1o show the use
nthesis (don't worry about what it
aht now)

fprost “Installing asLtibrary)

o
el &

Gsource “MaslAibrary')
et “L88:°)

Gontin

will notice that there are the same
of close brackets as there are open
Itis very important 1o get the brac-

e smounts equal, otherwise a compie error

arder 1o successfully install a program

wese to tum this off with the noguage function. If it
s segiected

the bar will be displayed.

s basically ends the routine by closing the paren-
#esis opened by (copylib. You must make sure
e have the correct amount of close brackets

Ll brackets, otherwise a compile erfor will

 Repetly, s wil mako senso andyou wil bogin
2% the way In whigh the netale language

& this moment in time you will obviously n.u

plenty of examples are provided before

S0 at the end of this series | wil

il provide a com-
isting of the routines and their associated

a reference.
u-mm.luukmmmmmmmyiw,
on files. Take a look at the example and
il then npmn what each function does

via Installr, there are certain fles that are in
1t from the actual Installr pro-

gram, you aso need the instalation scrip i

and an icon which when double-clicked

loads and then directs Installer to your script, e Appname Tool Type is needed by Installer

“The icon must be a Project and must be  When it prints Welcome to the instalaion uti
attached to your script fl. For example, let's 1 In this case it would display:
imagine you had created a script file called
InstalMyProg. You would save the Project
icon as InstallMyProg.info to the same
directory.

With the icon complete, you then need to
direct it to Installer. Clicking once on the
icon, select Information from the Icons menu @ In next monih's artice | will provide you with
on Workbench and where it reads Defaull a complete Installr script using the routines
Tool: type in the path of the Installer ~ say  explained this month and a few extras so that
MyDiskcclinstallr as an example. you can gain a good impression of how t0 set

Velesne to the yprag frstallation wtility

You will be adding other Tool Type commands
1o the icon at a later date. For a visual descrip
tion of the above, check out the diagram.

'Add a new Tool Type to the icon and type up a full working script. P
Istaiaten otions
 mstal fo B
Pt 1 sttt
Lon all ot
ot
S
o
i
Proceed | metista || f &
ip
users  The script once
Captites Camrcn "tacpyrog
aromt. “Tstaeg Woro pra
e et “The fle that s to be installed. Must be present
it
(infes) st ettt -dst)
(ogunge)
% ‘This s the same as the first example, but the destina-
7 tion s contained in a variable called @defaul-dest
e This variable would have been set carlier by the user

when asked where 1o installthe program. Variable will

As with copyl, but this routine expects o copy fles 198 TR D R A

rather than fibraries. You coud use copyfles o install
a fibrary but t is best to stick with the dedicated et
routine.

“This tells Installer 1o copy the info fl (icon) of the fle
MyProg to the @default-dest. f infos is not speciied
the icon file wil not be copied

Gronst “InstalLing Worog prage

the same as the first example and is used
to inform the user what is happening. Must be S
present.

(help dcopytiles-help) AR intmanye.
)

s.m-«mﬁmmwmmhpmysmmbmw-
‘mation associated with the copyfiles foutine. Must be.

radant” Finishes the routine called copyfiles.
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through this month and we kick off

e Badacss Admoach o

menu creation. Gadtool menu defini-

“ens are based on sets of data blocks

alled NewMenu structures that, to the -
520:0 coder, looks lie this:

1 know these pseudo structure units seem a
2 frightening but don't panic — we will not
%2 using most of the fields and I'll be
sesticting my explanations just to the fields

<t iterest.
The gnm_Type field is used to specify a

Paul Overaa tackiles the nent stage

of his example utility by adding some

meny and message handling code...

menu ttle, a men item, or a dummy ‘end
of menu’ value. Standard definitions are:

The gnm_Pad field s always zero - its just
there o ensure tha the next field is word
aligned). The only other fields you need to
worry_about are the gnm_Label and
gnm_CommKey fields, which are pointers
10 text strings giving a name and a key-
board shortcut for the men item.

‘The menu Il be using is very simple. It's
just a PROJECT menu with two entie:
*Select File...” and "Quit To Workbench
and all we do to set up the NewMenu struc-
tures is define some data statements to
resent the menu tlle, the two items, and

Take a good ook at fisting 1 and com-
pare my field definiions 10 those given in
the NewMenu definition ~ all should
bocoma doar, alatvel st fosca o

time
Notid nidestally that the'structire
holds pointers to strings ~ that's why ['ve
defined the sirings using separate de.b
udo-op statements and placed the cor-
responding labels into the NewMenu defini-

tions.
Attaching a menu to a window is not

the Gadiools GetVisualinfoA() routine and
on el At RN O

function has to be e

Secondly, a Crli\eMtnu!AU routine.

B——

TuTORIAL LI
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must be executed. This too must be coupled
with a FreeMenus() function before the pro-
gram terminates.

Thirdly, a call to LayoutMenusA() must be
made. This needs o be checked for success
but there is no corresponding de-allocation
foutine to be performed i

Finally, the menu can be installed using
the Intuition SetMenuStrip() function and
here the function must be coupled with &
ClearMenuSiipy() call prior to the prog
terminating.

ROUTINES

So, we've got a whole load of routines,
any or all of which could conceivably fail as
we try to attach our menu. If an sy did
occur, we would have 1o ensure that
roat reuNGas TrAE ARt B
get their equivalent de-allocation routines
executed.

Now you'l know from last month how I'm
handiing this problem. Each task that has to

performed s being wiitien s a sub-rou-
tine pair that contain the initial setting-
up/allocation code, and the corresponding
closedown/de-allocation code.

foutine is successful the de-
allocation routine address gets pushed onto
a de-allocation stack. Listing 2 contains one.
set of the new routines — you'l find all the
others in the cover disk source cod

Study these arrangements well because
they form a coding pattern that Il be using
extensively in this series.

We preserve some registers, set up and
make the required function call, check for
any errors and then either return an eror
indicator or push the address of the close-

>
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Listing 4: A useful dummy Dispiay File’ event handier!

>

‘down routine onto the de-allocation stack.
message system used on the Amiga

is, at the grass roots level, an Exec facilfy.

Information can be sent from one-task fo

another by creating a data packet known as

Message structure and then transmitting
it (sending ) o its destination.

Messages pass between tasks using
another Exec defined structure called an

o, more commonly called a ‘message
port o justa '

Ports are basically software entities
whose job, among other things, s to act
as a receiving station for messages.

Before a program can receive a mes-
sage it must have allocated and initialised
a suitable message port and the good
news here, as far as our program is con-
o is it Inulion il have automali
cally set up the required port (called a
“User Port) automatically.

ook created manus re i aasy o
handle because the messages s
Moozl o b just i
IntuiMes

e wih i Excc mossages,the rel mes-
sage data s always provided as a message

For other examples of function
utilities relating to the listings
given here, see the Assembler file
on this month's cover disk which
also contains the usual Assembler
code.

structure extension and, in the case.
IntuiMessages, the data packet ends
looking like thi

With only one por 10 look at there.

mg 3 shows a slmph menu
handier that performs thi and

s e that the message sho
ored or
If you L through the code yuu'l
that the only messages of intel
MENUPICK messages, whose -

you should nofice that | am now beg
o make quite a lot of use of local
beginning with a
i you it snags with & non.D
assembler you'll need to get hold
D S A
Anyway thats i for this issue.
@ Next month we tackle some ASL
requester issues 5o uniil then,
your coding problems be it ones.
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Dave (usicks is practically skint, 50 there’s
no better man to pick out this month's

mast outstanding public domain,

shareware and licenseware releases

Once there lived a man who owned a goat, upon
which he did lavish much attention. He would

cies, so had to content

o fitlr away on frivolous fan-
himself with cheaper altematives.
Duah- this, his goat grew up to be equally strong and

mn one day, the first man got a message from his.
bank

two thousand pounds overdr

rawn and

days and

And yea verily his neighbour did chuckle for three whole
nights.

And believe it or not, Amigas can be a bit like goats. In

‘some ways. Maybe.

[luingo
Programmed by: Mat Fascione
Do, GA108

There are some people who have a natural
knack for doing incredibly well on those
pub quiz arcade machines, standing in
front of the thing for hours, pumping in
streams of ten-pence pieces, racking up
huge scores and often watching piles of
oms buid up in the winnings tra

The rest of the population lack any kind
of abity in the obscure trivia department

Amiga Computing
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Propare tosay “Bimey, | do't know
that" quite a lot - its Guingo.

but nevertheless love participating, as is
iden by 1, ustanng sucoeseofhat

most banal of board games, Trivial
Pursus.

If you can't stand collecting pieces of pie
but stil yeamn for the challenge inherent in
plucking long forgotten dross out of the
dark depths of your mind, then Quingo is
the ideal solution,

It combines often horrendously taxing

ing system borrowed from bingo, 1o pro-
duce an itresting. i feqenty ustating
end p

What ke o Hhe: Beidste e
Strangler's *Peaches™? Which geological
period first saw the reptiles as dominant
species? These are the sort of brain-bend:
ing teasers you wil have to contend with.

However, sinco it is impossible 1o frans-
fer winnings into usable credts, many wil
find it practically impossible to win more
than a couple of quid

The difficulty fevel is sometimes flendis-

hly high, but nevertheless Quingo does
hold the attention for a while.

Please Aelease Me
i i AT

Worthy of a mention, if only because it
raised a fair bit of interest when first
played, this extremely short animation can-
not really be described without giving the
‘whole joke away

You'l need a 2Mb machine to run i, for
some reason. Once it has eventually
loaded, there’s a nice sample of the

lv-q! small but perfoctly formed, Please.
‘somthing of a bizarre animation

cycles game.
Unfortunately, there have
1y few decent computer versi

ver
this, and admittedly the
on slipping this particular disk into

| need not have been concerned,
ever, since Wire Chaos is a poished i

professional game which boasts
host of challenging and en)

1t also offers the chance to involve
1o five plmn in the PD demo ve
lm,mummﬂ‘mﬂuv
player classics, where it finds itself

eponymous country tune and a well draws
animation which lasts a matter of second
—and that's about i, realy.

Stil, its quite amusing the first couple of
times and for thal reason alone it might b
worth a look.

Operation Firestorm §

Programmed by: Phil Ruston
Available from: Amiganuts PD ‘
Disk No. LW:

Remember Green Boret? It was the Uil
mate 8-bit walky-shooty game, and whi
the gameplay wasn't exactly mentaly}
demanding, it provided amusement for
well, maybe a couple of minutes.

For the uninitiated, in a walky-shooty
game you take control of some fellow
who's either incredibly brave or incredibi
stupid — or more likely both.

He wanders from leftto right brandishingl
a large weapon of some description, whichl
he uses o ensure that every other movingl
sprite on the screen is removed.

At the same time he
makes the effort to dodge enemy fire.
because if he takes one too many hits}
he'll explode. The emphasis, the astutel
observer will notice, was not particularly oaf
realism

The cynical might ask, why bothed
resurrecting such a tedious genre

f game? Well, commercial games
producer ICE tried it with Fireforce a cout
ple of years ago and it wasn' actually tod
bad.

I suppose this version could be a iof
worse. It's well presented with reasonabie
graphics and adequate sound, althougH
the aging coin-op style wibbly musid
quickly ges ritating,

are bonus weapons 10 be picked




PD and SHAREWARE

(alling all PD libraries

and individuals with remotely
worth my while having a peek at. If you
want something released as PD, or you're
a fibrary with stacks of hot new stulf that
you haven't seen reviewed yet, why not

‘documen-

promise I'l at least look at your work.

Tina Hackett, PD Submissions,
Amiga Computing, Europa
House, Adiington Park,
Macelesfield, SK10 4NP.

the game. Playabilty is present in copious
amounts, and a good many hours
ot be spent crowced around the Key-

challenging maze sections.
Stylish touches such as the sound
, which appear to have been sam-
from the film, add considerably to

ks uv.mng in the ad
action.

of partally inebriated

from the main menu, and there are

npn00ED
oo oo Bl oo

nds two “packs of cards” each with ten
e of The difficulty level ranges from pretty low Another proceeds to do just that
tbe o relatively high on some stages, although
R et are s s Fad DU filie
for. — """' ""’" Taret Sins? Sl ware. game, and Strike proves to be not only
low with which the enemy ranks can be >
Fanatical fans of the genre will enjoy t, HftlﬁtIH

fisks Me Another (o f i ot s i o e A paciacee
ally Programmed by: Gina Mears to have appeared for a considerable time comes
iy Available from: F1 Licenceware in the shape of this shareware production aimed
kg sere are a wealth of educational programs. host of bizarre drawing tools enable the
/o & «nocking about in the public domain, on-screen imitation of all manner of primary school-

t Ask Me Another is especially well
sresented if not awe-inspiringly original

words, and common 1o them all s the sifm-
‘@ interface.

The questions are displayed in the top-
1 section of the screen, with possible

style artwork. Unique tools such as runny jam (which
arips it the pointer is held stilfor 100 long) and messy
‘comb are present and are great fun o use.

Other features include a selection of flower and
plant parts which can simply be stamped on, and in
the full registered version a selection of buil-in pic:
tures is included. Standard load and save options are
of course present.

erys nrvhllc or destruct
otoniatof  mearby <hid with Areix

‘when combined with some of the more wacky e

able & snswers listed on the right. Each answer is Silly sounds accompany most actions and these uile impressive pictures can be created.
ugh i o number, and the user clicks on one. further add to the appeal of the product to children. It's the ideal mess-free way to let a yo
I e bukcrs e bottom-left cormer However, it isn't missing any of the features you experiment artistically. The only problem may
i o enter the answe would expect 1o find in a traditional art package and  ing them away from your precious Amig:

d

sastons can be displayed on screen
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i

Disk Nos. AEDO/AEDOS7
Hardly original but fairly well done, Love AGA is a
demo ing everything

featur 'd expect - a couple of
3D shapes, 1 o wal-Gewn ! unimagina:
tive stil picture, and music that fortunately
‘mould and the usual
Among imy

the more impressive bits are a fow nicely
shaded objects spinning about in front of sublly
shaded backgrounds, and a ‘phong twist” effect with

h never fit properly
that baif's on target for a Strike

>

Graphically it is simplistic and only around a
third of the main screen is actually devoted
10 the action, but to be honest the visuals
are not important since Strike is engrssing
and good fun (o play.

A smattering of sampled sound effects
add atmosphere, although it would have
been nice 1o have had a noise for the ball
roling up the alley as well as the actual ol
lisions between ball and pins.

As might be expected, two players can
challenge each other to friendly games.
However, for once there is also a single
player tournament mode which adds a
degree of longevity.

In this the player tres to make it through
six international events which are nothing if
not challenging. Each tournament has six
knockout rounds ~ even the first of which is
pretty demanding

ling is achieved by a couple of
timely clicks on the fire bution and nothing
more, but there is still much skill involved in
ensuring good scores are consistently
obtained

Those who are somewhat inept at real
ten-pin bowling will be pleased to leam that
complete misses, where the ball trundies
lazily along the gutter, are extremely rare.

wever, scoring strikes regularly
requires practice and up against computer
competition beginners will find the going
tough at first.

Allin all, Strike is a high quality piece of
licenceware which is definitely worth the
asking price.

Droptool
b haried bk

The problem with the increasing number of
programs which support Applcons for drop-

g fles onto, is that once a few of them
are installed the workbench can start 1o get
quite cluttered.

A program called Dropbox appeared to
offer the perfect answer, being able o dis
play documents, decompress archives and
50 on whenever a file was dropped on it
but unfortunately those of us with Kickstart
3 machines found that strange things
started happening 1o ts preferences file on

Unfortunately there’s also a selection of fying dots
attempting to make yet more spinning shapes,
alt ol effect and &

mandiebrot set arrive just in time to prevent
the user reaching out to

“The bizarre and sighly sick Mariyn Monroe picture
fllustrated s one of the other more notable bits,
e L L

innily enough — Fairlight logo.

and rotating, fur Much.
nwmu the whole demo stil seems 1o lack any real

an alarmingly regular basis.
roptool, which incidentally is in no way
related to Dropbox, does not have the
advantage of automatically being able to
decide what to do with a file - you have to
tell it by clicking on one of eight options.
wever, it completely blows away
Dropbox in terms of reliability, since |
have so far experienced no difficulties
whatsoever in using it
Using Droptool, files can be passed to
another program for viewing or edting, or
o the printer so that a hard copy can be
obtained.
Alternatively, information about the icon
or the version number can be displayed,
Iha archives can be extracted to RAM:
and Multview can be called
“This latter feature is especially welcome
because, since Droptool can unpack
Powerpacked files, Multiview can now be
used to display packed documents.

your werkbonch. Instead try
ottt b o Dructest € et kit cme

NOVEMBER 1994
prisidas el

more constructive than and pirating so
ware, but Fairight's Love AGA dome still made me fee! s
strange sense of déja vi

At the time of writing, only the AGA

Dropbox but were annoyed by the cor
problems, then the answer 1o your praj
may well be Droptool ;

s

on me

Da J Cruickshank
80 ot AR Ty & Ve

lagnet
PO Box 118, Preston, Lancashire
PR22AW

NBS
1 Chain Lane, Newport, Isle of Wight
PO30 50A
Tel: 0983 529594
Amiganuts PD
3 Spring Road, Bitterne, Southamplo
s

F1 Licenceware
31 Wellington Rd, Exeter, Devon
EX29DU

Club 1200
57 Europa Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk
NR32 4BQ

rles Parker
258 Marlborough Road, Swindon,
Wiltshire SN3 1NR
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nder the System P I"i l 2 l=
spotlight this month dr l

Pull down the safety bar as %

: EIEEEHLD  we give Electronic Art's s

Thetme Parkiin Then?e Park a test run. .

Top Gear |1 M0 *{

On the Ball T g d

\
=

SYSTEM ARSI

. @ Myster X interview
: @ All Terrain Racing




Dawn Patrol

Empire Software, famous for its billant talents in the
simulation's department, are back with another one.
Dawn Patrol, created by Rowan Software, famous for
h Reach for the Skies,is @ true flight simulation with the  Camel, SPAD 7, 5o you can choose which side you
emphails firmly on pilot control and “seat of the  want to fly for
il The effects of battle damage are significant and
E s oo e i e e e every aerial manoeuvre you
image mapping layered on a polygonal frame, with  make. Bullets rip canvas and chop up the woodwork
light sourcing, gouraud shading and 640 x 400 SVGA of the plane, plus bits of the fuselage and wing sec-
resolutions, that the screen looks more realistic than tions slowly peel away from the aircraft. Likewise,
anything you've seen 5o far on the PC. The Amiga ver-  the sound effects ae uper and simply add 0 the
sion might not be as graphically fantastic as the PC, but of combat manoeuvres
it stil promises to ow eyebrows. You can 1t been s quet time for fight imulaions just

choose from 15 period aircraft from World War 1
that wil fly just as the originals did. Choice of planes
include the Fokker Triplane, Eindecker, Sopwith

ecently, but Dawn Patrol promises to make some
noises in the Amiga world. You can have a closer
at Rowan Software's a System Pr
which will appear in next month's magaczine.
HEL

00000

Another blow
for Team 17

Yes, those barmy bargain
boys (and  girls) from
Wakefield are out and
about on the budget run
once more with the forth-
coming release of Body
Blows AGA.
This best-selling beat
‘em-up features no less
than 11 tough combat.
ants, 256 colour graphics,
six beautifully drawn back-
ground screens, four or
eight player tournament, —
the unique “Tag Team* mode previously olyseen n Utmate Body Blows and
it's hard drive nstalable to boot,
Body Blows AGA should be out by the time your eyes have scanned over this
and it will cost you
£14.99. Owners of the origi-
nal Body Blows can upgrade
their game by sending their
original Body Blows disks
(box and manuals not neces
sary) with a cheque or Postal
Order made payable to|
Team 17 for £7.99 to: Body
Blows Upgrades, Team 17, 6/
st John's Square, Wakefield
WF1 20X, England.

Cannon Fodder 2
‘.
f new lethal
‘weapons and vehicles, plus
the skcelen “war's aover

been so much fun” tune is going
to be totally remixed and if

it had to happen. Those Sensible
Software geezers are proud to pre-
{ sent yet another sequel, thistime to
i the amazingly popular and ultra
violent Cannon Fodder.

The aptly named
Cannon Fodder 2 will
feature a whole bundie of
new levels featuring more

chaos and destruction than you can
shake a tick a.

This time around you'l point "’
click your way around levels from

Sensible are to be believed, will
feature lead vocals from Sensible
supremo Jon Hare.

Details are sketchy at the

i history.

The action will start in and
around the modern day Middle East
then will progress into a Medieval
world with castles and battlements
dotted around the place.

The guntoting arcade e
leaps t0 the 1930s and p
e
Sensible’s shoot-‘em-up will feature

‘moment ible lads seem
10 be keeping things firmly under
their hats, but Cannon Fodder 2 is
basically going to be more of the

mainly due to the fact that
the original game left very little
room for any improvements. The
heated and bloody action should
be finished in time for a Christmas
release.

It's showtime!

The twice-yearly industry computer
trade show will have been and gone
by the time you read this, but System
will be at the three-day event once
again and it promises to be the most
exciting one yet.

The big boys are back in town with

Nintendo, Sega and Panasonic all i
attendance and all with machines o8
the way. Trade and media focus wi
be on trade body ELSPA (Europeas
Leisure  Software  Publishers
Association) who are expected 1a
unveil a White Paper outlining the

O
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s ten years ago that a character going by the name
Moty Mole achieved national natoriety on ITV's News
4 Ten by starring in a computer game with Arthur
Sagil

Litle did Monty or Arthur know that the ensuing pub-
Kty would help turn this early platform game into the
St six-figure seller for a fledgling games company
‘e Gremiin Graphic.

Since those early days of 16K RAM packs, hardly a
menth went by without a dassic game from Gremiin fea-
g prominently i the software charts

Monty on the Run, Jack the Nipper, Thing on a Spring,
Switchblade, Hero Quest, Lotus, Zool and Premier

ager, to mention but  few, have al helped turn the
Sefield based software house into one of Europe’s pre-
s developers and publishers of computer and console

nes,

To celebrate the ten years of success, Gremlin have
secided to change things around slightly. They will now
5= known as Gremlin Interactive and will Rave a new
“porate image.

.2 bold move designed to reflect the company’s con:
Seence in its plans for the next ten years, the famous
schedelic rainbow lozenge s about to be replaced.

Gremlin's Managing Director, lan Stewart, has this to
2 on the change: “Of course there will be some sadness
= see the old style go, but we do need to reflect the

tremendous change in the computer industry. Gremlin
never was a Graphics company and there have been
times when this has been rather confusing.

*As for the logo we'll miss it, but it was beginning to
be a bit like wearing flares and platform shoes in a room
full of Doc Martens."

@ Super teget Fighter 2, one of the
fioyest gaianian
f

RRP and a llal cartridge market has
been blams

@ Sony has pulled out of this autumn’s.

® BMG's software division is set to
release three titles to coincide with the

developer Crystal Dynamics and will
each retail for £39.99. Further joo
releases are planned before Christm;
S GHF WorTd Intsréantor
ik and GEX,

seoblems posed by computer

Interactive Entertainment will be

biggest ever project, Rise of the

semography, ts methods of distribu-
S0 and recommendations for action
5 the Government.

Among the highlights of the show
wil be on Ocean’s stand where
Shaquille O'Neal is appearing in Shag

. 3 hot tip for massive software
success later on in the year. Virgin

parading the game of Disney's mas-
sive hit movie, The Lion King,

Produced in association with
Disney's own animation team, the
game looks set to be as beautifully
crafted as the film itelf,

Multimedia giant Time Warner will
be unveiling its interactive division’s

Robots. It's one of the titles everyone
is talking about and people within
the industry will be able to get their
hands on a final version.

ECTS Event Marketing Manager
Minnie McBride, when quizzed
about the forthcoming event,
offered: "The next generation of

gaming hardware has been talked
about for years, at the ECTS it finally
comesinto focus

“And with all the world's major
software publishers also preparing
to show their breakthrough prod-
ucts, ECTS will be the place to take a
peek into the future of interactive
entertainment.”




Looking for a quality game to
‘spend your cash on? Have a
Iook at these selections from
the last three months which
will help you make that
important buying decision.

Benefactor

Benefactor is the best thing Psygnosis have
released in a long time. It feels fike 2 mon
tage of Flashback and Psygnosis’ very own
genaital e the Lemming

Both the graphics and sound have been
implemented very well. The variety of both

location and puzzle aspect of Benefactor
make it an engrossing challenge.

Benefactor is the type of title that will
keep the most dextrous platform freaks and
puzzle lovers alike twiddling well into the
wee hours,

Banshee

1 dofike this game and the weirdst bi 1, e
never been a fan of shoot-em-ups! They usu-

ally bore me to bits, but Banshee has that elu:
sive quality that drags you in, Each level

demands new challenges which are genuinely
demanding, and the learning curve is just

right.

This is an intense and extremely satisfying
‘game that should tempt any game's fan with
an ounce of adrenaline in their veins. The
Harvey Keitel of shoot-‘em-ups.

Quick the Thunder Rabbit

Casting aside all previous platform games,
Quik is really a perfectly funky little game.
Admittedly, my first reaction 10 a platform
game about rabbits was not printable in a
family publication, but | was won over by the

King's Quest 6
Adventure fans will e dlghte that Siera hve fnally decided
10 relese the sth acenture i the Kings Quest sres oo the
Aniga. A far a adventure games g0 they don't get muchbettr
than thi With s llant raphic  fiy ol o a oL, Superd
playabilty and a evel f addicton that il keep you coming back

for more and more,

sheer professionalism of it al.
It's probably more suited to younger play-
ers, due to ts simplicty and cuddly approach,
but despite every aspect of it screaming
“dliché" it comes across as  very fun game.

Pinkie

A cracking litte platformer. It looks beauiful
with its pastel coloured graphics, it has a nice
and cheesy poptastic soundtrack and even the
gameplay differs from ts competitors as it's
heavily puzzle-based. Pinkie, as a concept,

isn't anything different and doesn't contain
any new surprises, but as a game on its
own works remarkably well. Pinkie is a
harmiess little platformer that won't hurt
anybody.

Universe

Without doubt, Universe i one of the games
of the year 5o far. It has class in copious
amounts and s presented outstandingly well
The combined icon and text control sysem is
intuitive and fiiendly, making this a simple
‘game to get to grps with

Some of the puzzles encountered are

completely mystifing, until suddenly the solu-
tion dawns o you and you wonder why on
earth you didn't reaise what to do a e ear
lier on. Universe is the type of adventure
game that will be enjoyed by even those nor-
mally disinterested n the.genre, and must be
highly recommendied:
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rom the beach go to the crossroads. Use the
poem on the nightingale who will in-turn
take it to Cassima. Click on the note, then
walk to the village and enter the pawn shop.
Use the flute on the shopkeeper to get the
er box, then leave. Walk back to the beach and
the map to go to the sle of the Sacred Mountain.
en you arrive at the beach, walk up to the
mountain side and click on it. A puzzle will appear
Click on the circles in the corresponding order 4,1,2
and some steps wil then appear. Walk up to the next
puzzle, using the manual click on the symbols which
represent the letters S, 0, A and R
On to the next puzzle and this time you must dlick
on the symbols which are represented by the letters
Q. G, 0 and D. Walk to the top of the ciff and go and
pick up some peppermint leaves. Next walk north to

00000

the city and get picked up by the guards. You will
now meet the Lord and Lady of the city but don't be
downhearted when they decide to throw you into
the catacombs, this i the right way 10 go.

You will now have to follow the right directions
1o get out. First go north, north, east, east and north
1o get to the skull room; here take a skull. From
here walk south, west, west, north and west to get
tothe spike maze.

Walk through the spike maze and then go west,
and head north to the shield room. Get the shield
then walk north, north, north, west and west and
you will be at the crypt room

‘There will be some coins in a dead man’s eyes.
Take them then go east, east, south and east. You
will end up in a room where the ceiling will come.
down and crush you. Throws bricks in the gears to

stop the ceiling coming
down and crushing you.

beat t

Now walk east, east, north
and east to a trap door
room. Go in the trap door
F and fall to level two.

You will now have to use

on the lsle of Mists

ke your way t the harbour and have a good st down and a chat with the ferryman

The Prince stumbles upon a garden of impeccable

besuty, but what does i contain within ts walls?

your tinder box to light the room. Now walk wes
West, west, west, west, south, south and east to i

a cul-de-sac room. Use the hole-in-the-wall to I
through the wall and you will spot a minotaur,
west, west, west, south, south, east, south, east, &
north, east, north and north to find the entrance
the liar. Walk over to the pit and use your scarf &%

the minotaur. You now leave the catacombs an§
your next move will be to visit oracle. Go and get th8
Sacred water then go back to the beach. Use the
map to go to the lsle of the mists

‘After landing on the beach, head west to the
druid woods - take the scythe and the lump of cos
Go back to the beach and go to the Isle of the Beast

From the beach walk to the stone archer. Use
shield on Prince Alexander to walk past the arches
then pick a white rose from the rose bush. Next us

The prince, at this

point, should hes

orthwards to the

Torest. What you'll

il n there will

be most helpful to
ur quest




important, while others are there ustto confuse and distract you

Quest 6

the scythe on the rose bush. Wait to receive the ring
om the beast. When you have the ring go back o
e beach and go to the isle of the crown.
Once on the Isle, go through the village to the gar-
den. Use the rose and the beast's ring on the beauty.
Retum to the beast's garden on the sle of the Beast.
I the garden you'l receive a mirror from the beast
and clothes from the beauty. Go back to the stone
cher and pick another rose, then go back to the
ok shop on the ile of the crown. Talk to Jollo, then
0 the beach and then the Isle of Wonder.

CHESSLAND

On the Isle of Wonder go o the swamp - click on
ne milk weed to get a milk bottle. Walk to the gar-
sen and use the bottle on the baby to make the oth
es cy.
Use the old lamp on the baby tears to collect them
d use the Oradle’s vial on the old lamp to add the
sscred water. Enter into Chessland through the gate

e rince must find his o
ehers, bt you'l ave o 9ot pat hase guard dogs st

s inside the castle

and watch the two Queens fight.

Use the lump of coal on the Queens. When you
get a spoiled egg return to the beach 1o go to the
ise of the Beast. From the beach go to the beast's
garden where you should use the old lamp on the
fountain.

Use the spell book on the old lamp and from here
90 10 the sl of Mists. When you land on the beach
watch the bonfire, then do the rain spell

Use the skull on the bonfire to collect the embers,
then return to the Sacred Mountain. Land on the
beach and walk up to the logic ciiffs. In the inven;
tory, use the hair on the skull, then use the egg on
the skull,then the spell book on the skull and finally
use the skull on Nightmare the winged horse. Get
on and ride Nightmare and you'll end up in the
Realm of the Dead.

Talk to the King and Queen and get a ticket, then
walk east to the entrance. Use the ticket
the Door Master. Look at the Knight and the gaunt.
let. Take the gauntlet, then walk north to the River
Styx.

At the River Styx use the tea cup on the river to

To challenge him use the gauntlet, then make
him cry by using the magic mirror on him. You'll
now return 1o the beach with the King and Queen
intow.

After landing on the beach go to the crossroads
and give the rose to the nightingale. Walk to the vl
lage and swap the old lamp with the genie replica
lamp at the lamp sellers.

Enter the book sellers and give the lamp to Jollo,
then leave and go to the pawn shop. Swap the tin-
der box for the painters brushes.

Go now to the Castle’s side wall and stir the
swamp ooze with the feather. Use the paintbrushes

Step th ey reated enchanted door
‘and you'll gain entrance into the <

Inside the beautiful and mojestic astie walls and the
ture is entering its final stage

on the castle’s wall and then the spellbook on the
wallto create a door.

Return to the pawn shop and exchange the paint
brushes for the nightingale. Go back to the newly
created door and go through it

Once in the castle walk up the left stairway and
when the guards move away place the nightingale
on the floor, then walk i the alcove.

Cick on the pillar and hice behind it. Cick on the
portrait to remove it, then take the nail. Walk out
of the alcove and go into the Vizir's bedroom - use
the nail to open the trunk. Click on the letter to
read it, then exit the room.

Walk north to the north hallway and talk to
Cassima through the door, then place the dagger
under the door. Walk back to the main hallway and
show the letter to Saladin. Walk up to Cassima and
the King, Queen and a genie will appear.

Follow the Vizier and then get the lamp off Jolio
10 use on the genie. Get the sword off the wall and
use it to defeat the Vizier

done you completed Kings Quest 6 an
al that's left to do is sit back and wach the en
animation.
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fimarifs shar games have esrned o
e it INTRODUCTION
collections. Renowned

mmnﬂm.mmnuhwmmm
become one of the most popular RPGs.

And now Silmarils are set to stun once again with their final episode

o complete the trilogy.

Characters will gve vita clues

The complete story of Ishar stretches
right back over four games, starting
off with the “Crystals of Arborea”
where Jarel, Prince of the Elves, sets
out to find the magic cystals which
would oppose the power of the evil
Morgoth, the black god. He succeeds
and kills Morgoth. Jarel becomes
ruler and the country is renamed
Kendoria

Ishar: Legend of the Fortress went
on to tell of how the fortress of
Ishar - which belonged to Krogh,
offspring of Morgoth - was con.
quered by a group of adventurers.
The powers of chaos were banished
from Kendoria and it then became
the in’ place to be, 50 to speak.

A city developed and was named
“Zach's Island.” A powerful figure
emerged - the cities bad guy,
Shandar, monk of chaos - and he
became your modern day drug
dealer, selling hallucinogenic
potions

in Ishar 2, Messengers of Doom
the “Messengers* succeeded in free-
ing *Zach's Island” from Shandar's
influence. Shandar was kiled or so
everyone thought, but he devised a
spell before his death that allowed
s vital energy and consciousness to
survive even after the death of his
body. He now intends to return in
the form of the deadly winged
dragon, Wohratax.

Shandar's plan i flawed however,
in that the reincarnation can only
take place during the planetary con
junction of the two moons, the sun
and the planet Ishar. You must
destroy the dragon before this
happens

-

You will meot many diffe

characters on.

your travels..oven

bikini<lad women in thigh boots

Fight scenes can now have a tactical approach

One of the most outstanding aspects of the
Ishar series has been the graphics. They create the
rich atmosphere that always seems abundant in
the Ishar games. This third offering is no exception
and continues the high standard set by its
predecessors

he many different locations provide variety and
the vast attention to detail that has been paid to each
scene is amazing. Outdoor locations include every.
thing from towns, jungles and fortresses to caverns,
‘while indoor settings range from libraries, taverns and

— e A

Tina Hackett dons her

wizards hat, grabs her
magic wand and stumblesin
to the world of spells and
sorcery to see what's

conjuring in Ishar 3

take up your
toam from the
of characters
available

el Each on i llof it detall an rsil
ake e gane

owere,whie a rest del of strosphere h
bean resed by i ight and oy time s
e can 4oes o dak o gh) it ha e
Ko e e exparee of pracicalis sch 1 bl
o see whereyou e .

e sl i i 0l ow utl d bret
and oo rstating whenyou e s the i
ot geting somewhere.

Corsershove ey animated ac a e
v e e nd e s re it g
welated




ere have been many RPGs on the Amiga to compare fshar 3 to. Unfortunately there isn't a great deal of sound to comment on, which

8 572t 3 i your more traditional role-playing adventure, both visually and in may be a good thing compared to the sound that is actually use
& meplay. It is superior 0.3 lot of is counterparts in s superb graphics and web instance,the occasional beltolfs inthe dstance,or  brie if rather i
s and sub-plots. evant tune s played when you walk into an fnn.
ntly we have seen Thalion's Ambermoon, the sequel to Amberstar. This The game starts with a moody tune which does conjure up the atmo

esed and received a mighty 81% (AMC7S). shar 3 i similr in the graphicl sphere and it a geat shame thatsome other music ould't have bees
uses which is that of ‘traditional’ RPGs. However, Ambermoon also used throughout the game.
B e ol In a ttle of this nature, things could hav reall been enhanced by &
more obvious comparison to make would be with Ishar 1 and 2. Ishar 3 com- good choice of tunes or effects.

avourably, both graphicaly and with the actual ize of the ga
shar 3 will prove casic RG, rating among some of the cassic of this genre

NS

We live in a fantasy world, a world
of illusion. The great tasks in life is 80%

to find reality. Iris Murdoch, English novelist Despite some of the grumbles | may have about the
night-time effects and the sound, Ishar 3 is one of the
‘most absorbing and atmospheric adventures around.

haracters to meet, plenty of beau-
tifully created locations to explore and tonnes of puz-
2les to solve,

There are a massive 100 characters to make your
team from, all having differing skills and personali-
tes. Each has a character which can effect the action
in the game. One m nother may have mur-
derous tendencies, for example.

You'l need to choose your actions carefully. Say
you wantted to assassinate a member of the party and
another character has sympathies with the victim, he.
may then Killthe murderer. This psychological aspect
works well and provides much of the intrigue,

the good. A tactical element has been added to the

Down at the local inn you fight scenes and by means of a tacti-grid you can
4 recMf G s place the stronger characters in the front line for
fighting.

The plots and sub plots in lshar 3 are leverly set
around a series of time gates, These allow you to.
access other lands in the past or future. Past events
can change the present and future and you'l need to.
pick up key plot points found throughout the history
of shar.

inns play a vital part n the game and offer the
opportunity to rest your team, eat, listen out for
information and to enrol new members, At the Inn
you'l find some great animations with characters that.
willimpart important information.

In typical RPG style, the use of spell s an essential
and fun aspect of Ishar 3. There are about 30 spells to

rom, ranging from attack and defence spels
Mttt and e ot to telepathic reconnaissance! and teleportation.

The plot in shar 3 focuses on the

Hgibion T There i n unlimited game saving fciy whih,
e referred to s transmigration or believe me, you will definitely need and also the facil-
it ity 0 re-oad teams fromIshar 1 an
I Many religions such s There is just 50 much to do in Ishar 3, apart
encalll Budhism, Hindlsm and Jairism from the overall objective, that your mind will be
“realie ths balct a5 » fundeme continually boggling over specific puzzles and
cen | have this belef a a fundamen o
I e Even for the most experinced rol-playersths il
st round 4500 years a0 sy that be tough game o crack, promising asting
mié § | al living things are part of a “This is  superb adition to the shar seres and fans
i - st il of the previous games will not be disappointed. It
reaf | fom orthe othe - sometines o reallys top auait,atmospheri adhenture
- Bt et e bumian o Smais bave xceled once agininthel s to
sl | depending on ts karma or past “the computer version of a Tolien adventure,
oy B s e s st s L

i —




The addition of a elatively

has arrived. Labelled by some as one  until the end of the review to tell you just how

of the most eagerly-awaited games

ever, the pressure was on Bullfrog's
business simulator to perform and do the err,
business.

VIl admit to thinking that the game might
have been hyped to oblivion and that it can't
possibly be that good.

1 should've really cast these thoughts aside
because a casual glance at Bullfrog’s back cata
logue of software (Populous, Flood,
Powermonger, Syndicate) should have put my

good Theme Park is. It is bloomin’ marvellous
and | know that it'll be top of the software
charts for a good long time to come.

On the surface it looks like a cutesy,
OK kinda game, but underneath there
is a startling, in-depth business/strategy
simulation that you can't fail to be im-
pressed by

Theme Park heralds a new era in computer
‘games and it's an era I've been waiting a good
few years for.

You are now entering the Theme Park zone. R world

full of over-inflated burger prices, coasters that roll
[ and castles that bounce. Jonathan Maddock takes
| you around what must be the game of the year.

The sound in Theme Park is the vital part of atmosphere generation and thankfully
Bullfrog has included it in abundance. Each ride has its own specific tune which plays
when your mouse pointer wanders over it efther th i Lo
The tunes don' lst forever though, which means you're not plagued by annoying | - fullievl, JEEEES -
music which starts off good and then gets monotonous,
The sound effects, of which there are many, seem to go by without you noticing them
and t's quite hard to name a specific sound, but they are there. It just that they add to

fuow
T (e ‘ i
e e e

.

the whole atmosphere of the game rather than just providing you with a second's
entertainment

The only other bit of sound is the introduction which features plenty
of sampled speech and | guarantee that you won't fai to raise a gin by the time you see
the roller coaster sequence. Buy the game to see what ' on about!
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happy visitors al pile out
s ey i

| don't even know where to begin where the visuals in Theme Park are
concerned. From the amazing introduction (even though it's not quite as good as
the PC version) you know that you're about to experience a product of sheer
quality.

Once you've found your feet and you begin to experiment a lttle, you start to
notice al the hundreds (iterally) of little touches.

Your visitors wander around with expressions that range from happiness or
that burst out in tears, to green faces after a sl raigh it orong.of the
rides, due to Hamburgus fillus faceus toomuchi

The rides themstlves are the real stars of the game. You start off
with basic and very safe rides, such as the bouncy castle and the
tea-cup ride which are beautifully presented. After a bit of research you then

progress to bigger and more scarier rides, such as the roller-coaster and the
haunted house. The control system is clean, well-presented and the icons are

designed, 5o it's obvious just what you're diicking on. The static screens are also
spot-on, the management deals over the table and the end sequence when your
parks goes bankrupt are two prime examples,

“The animation is smooth and everything flows nicely around the screen like it
should do. The itle graphical touches such as the introduction of scenery (trees,
stumps, fences, fountains) enable you to design a park which can be as pic.
turesque as you want it to be.

There is graphicall so much to Theme Park that I'd take up the whole mags-
zine talking about it. The best thing to do is just sit back in a comfy chair and
admire the screenshots,

Cute as hell and in quiet moments even the toughest male on the planet has.
got a good chance of going “Ahhhh”.




Theme Park can be played three ways. Your first
choice should be the sandbox level which i aimed
specifcaly at beginners. You can enjoy all the fun of
the Theme Park without having to trouble yourself
with the strains of ealing with the bank, plus you
don't have to do any research and you'll never run out
of stoa for your shops

‘The next level upwards i the sim level. Here you
can do some research and also some negotiation
screens pop up periodically where you have to barter
over staff wages.

Only on Ful level do you get to utiise all of Theme
Park's options. You're personally responsible for every
financial transaction and rival operators can have
shares in your park.

Theme Park looks highly cutesy on the outside, but
the game is 50 in-depth that every single thing you
could possibly think of has been fully catered for.

your park visitors thirty, 5o a few sign-posts pointing
towards your Pokey Cola shop can reap you big finan-
cal rewards,

Theme Park will take you an hour to master the
Controls, but you willspend weeks before you start to
un a profitable business or any length of time.

The game is the first in Bullfrog's Designer Series.
The seriesis entirely made up of business simulations,
which is where Bullfrog believe the future of com-
puter games will e

shoot-‘em-up.

disasters.

similarity ends,

ne of my favourites rides in Theme.
Park is the superb Prate Ship and,
err here's a picture of it just for you

Looking back throughout games' history,
there isn't anything exactly ike Theme Park.
butthere are few that come fairly close. The
Populous series of games, also created by
Bullfrog, virtually changed the software
industry overnight and expanded game cre-
ators' thoughs past the platformer and the

The idea was to create your own popu-
lous by flattening and raising land while
battling with an opponent who had the
exact same goal, via some help from natural

The actual laying down of houses and set-
tlement i very much like the construction
section in Theme Park, but that's where any

can't even remember anything else
remotely like Bullfrog’s business simulator,
but that just goes to prove that the game is
2 completely original product,

around Walt Disney's cartoon ch

acters and covered approximas
74 acres. Walt Disney World covet
a massive 27,000 acres and wa
opened in 1971 near Orlanas
Florida.

Walt Disney World wat
enhanced in 1982 thanks to s
introduction of the EPCOT censm
which features displays of futus
technology and re-creates histat
cal landmarks.

Other Disney parks include
Tokyo Disneyland and EuroDisne
in France, which covers an are
one-fifth the size of Paris, Thath
the USA, France and Japan cateres
for, but Brits haven't got it so ba
with 15 theme parks spreas
throughout the UK.

The three largest are Altes
Towers in Staffordshire (opened i
1975) which attracts over 2 milliont
visitors annually, Thorpe Park
(1980) and Chessington World e
Adventure (1987), both of whicks
are situated in Surrey,

The cash s roling in thanks to the row of
shops sellng overything from
balloons.

burgers to
over-inflated prices

Placing food shops too close to
rides like the Spinner can cause

your
tart producing pavement pizzas

d g
park. ; i
ly down point to h
Amigas. accelerator,

y played
and changed the industry for the beter, | think Theme Park is here now o give
other software houses a good kick up the backside, ust o show them what can
Amiga.

uct of sheer high quality, is bound to sell by the truckload and its
all down to one simple and often forgotten thing. Originalty. Theme Park, with
its three simulation scales, wil appeal to just about everyone. Via these cales
¥ou can make the simulation as in-cepth as you want it to be.

The best thing about the game in my opinion s tha it is a fun game to play.

not.
mg’iﬁhbnmmmmmmm!hmﬂmhhunlgm'
eer e that

1 could enthuse about Theme Park all day, but | don't want to because

developer, and i you decid not 10 buy this game 1t coud well becoe o
‘the worst decisions your ever fikely to make. 4

—4
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espite its name, Top Gear
s rhing o do with INTRODUCTION
leumy Clarkson et

's the latest rue-'gm-up from Gremlin that
prum es to be “the fastest ever Amiga racing

neumd ‘on the SNES to high critical acclaim and receiving
ward for the1993 Gamesplayer SNES Racing Game
oFtoe o, s mow been ported over 0 the Am

the breaks by the sound of a
demented Hamster.

“This is about all you need to accu-
rately recreate the sound in Top.
Gear 2 it eally i this dreadful.

“The music option s quite a com-
petent attempt but it is very tacky
and mindnumbingly boring and
repetitive after a while.

Take note o the weather before you buy

Do colide with.
opponents or i€l put
you back a fair bit

Top Gear 2 does look rather similar to many
other games of this nature with the obligs
tory ain scenes, fog, night and cty skyscra
ers, but it has been done o a high standare
and looks good.

“The actual ca itself seems to hover uncon
vincingly above the track and the rear view o
the car is relatively unimpressive even wh

added interest with an extra element of betting
wagers with rival racers and also the option to
upgrade your car

There are quite a few games that are rather like Top  Top Gear 2 rates around average with games of a

Gear 2. Many have taken on the formula of a sports similar nature. It does introduce some sort of tactcal

car racing along the open road in various countries,  element with the upgrades you can buy for your car,
and you'l need to decide when and what to spend
your race winnings on.

Check the weather report to see whether you
gameplay, with the typica rain and fog scenes, or  should replace your tyres with better versions
the logs and barriers on the tracks adapted for wet or dry conditions, or spend your

Crazy Cars 3 is lso quite similar, but the game  cash on improving nitros for better speed ups

the nitros are activated, with a feeble fird
effe the exhausts.
apparent “cut and paste” job on the
scenery also spoils things quite a lot. While
is a nce dea ilustrating the background with
significant landmarks of  country, it becomed
50 obvious that the scenery has been contini
ally repeated that it looks unconvincing.
n fact it becomes quite laughable s you
count how many Sydney opera houses yod
pass, or how many Pyramids and the like.




12 take a look at Gremlin’s Top Gear 2...

Tina Hackett plays girl racer for the day

well, having never driven a high-powered super sports car (any offers?), it
an only be left to the imagination how lose to the real thing this s.
Unfortunately the control method certainly doesn't do  great deal to
sshance realism and the steering isn't al that responsive, constantly
| eminding you that you are just using a joystick and controlling a graphic
 on the screen.
The game does create the speed of the car well and you do actually
move along at a fai old pace.
The sound effects are adequate, but they don't creste the nailbiting
sension that these games should and don't sound all that convincing.
4is0 you are blessed with a rubber car, in the sense that even when
ou crash at full speed into a concrete wall you'l stll bounce right off

again with no harm done.

Great for prolonging the race but hardly realistic - | mean whatever

a0 e
What m tying to say is you don'treally get absorbed into the action
s vith d someh 't the

Count the fandmarks a5 you drive past!

Car racing has always held wide
appeal, both with participators and
spectators alike. It has taken on
many different forms from Stock
Car Racing to Formula One Grand
Prix - the first organised race being
from Paris o Rouen in 1894,

There are many circuits that
have been built for the purpose
such as Silverstone and Nurbur-
gring, along with street circuits
including Monte Carlo and
Monaco.

racing drivers have
become household names through
their profession - Graham Hill,
Stiring Moss and Jackie Stewart al
finding fame through this means.

Motor racing is not without its
dangers though - even for the
spectators. One of the worst ever
motor racing disaster was at Le
Mans race-track when 80 people
were killed when three cars col
lided at 150mph, crashing into the
spectatorsstand.

H
E
E
E
E

&

Develaper: In-house

Disks: 2

Price: £25.98
Geare: Race-en-1p

| There are a few things that worry me about this
 zame. While on the surface the game plays fairly
| well and everything chugs along quite acceptably,
| shere are things that let it down.

For instance, gameplay is distracted by these sup-
ly *hip* phrases interrupting the proceedings.

seech will appear reading *Yo, eat my dust”,
burn* and other equally irritating

shrases,
And another point to note: all your opponents

seem to comprise of the role-model drivers who
never put a foot wrong, who never crash into barri-
ers and if you should collide - well, it's you that
gets put back a few seconds while they speed off in
to the horizon

No chance for any foul play, no scraping
together of paintwork and no mad scramble to
overtake - removing tonnes of potential fun! It's
not all bad by any means. In fact it is a very
playable game with plenty of different tracks - 64
ities in 16 counties -~ to test your skills. And it is a
very, very fast game, especially on a one-player
mode.

A two-player game is the usual splitscreen affair
and is great fun, but unfortunately you can't easlly

tell who your opponent s from the many other cars
of the same colour.

The sound and graphics let the game down a |
tle and it doesn't seem to have al that much o it
Around five years ago it would have

1f you're a fan of rac
ing games and you
have to have another,
it is worth a look. It
does play fairly well,
it's just not particularly
original
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‘ ball games have been
on the football fever which ine: bly follows the

‘Atter a win there's no better way to spend
your evening than gotting smashed in the bar.
That giass is looking a ftte bit bendy.

Located on the desk in your office is a compact disc
player, which you can use to select one of two tunes
which tinkle away i the background during the off-the-
field sections.

Both tunes are passable but not particularly awe:
inspiring, and to be honest you may well be tempted to
turn down the volume and sick some decent music on in
the background while you play.

During the game, moments of drama are usally

paying far more attention o the events on screen any-
way.

Taylor failed, but can you
succeed? Dave Cusick
tries to lead England to
international glory in
Ascon’s foray into the
football management genre

n The Ball;

rld Cup Edition

Without a doubt the two top man-
agerial games are Gremlin's
Premier Manager 2 and Domark's
Championship Manager 94.
Premier Manager opts for a fast
and friendly approach, where you

your way into the top flight of
professional football.

Championship Manager is prob-
ably the most detailed game of its
type ever conceived, boasting
unparalieed attention to detail.
remains my personal favourite
because you can immerse yoursef
init for hours,

On The Ball tries t0 break the
mould in several areas, not only in
its use of the numerous in-game
action sequences, but also in opt-
ing for a much less text-based
approach than s rival.

here are fa fewer player stais
tics than inChampionship.
Manager, as a system of assigning.
traits of characteristics such a5
“Goal poacher” to some players s
employed which works well.




| SeSATRN |

without ever actually having been an interational football manager, I'm not
+=ally in the postion to say whether or not On The Ball accurately reflects the
Say-to-day life of such a character. However, it does seem to include every aspect
< the ob, both on the field and off
I can't think of another management game in which you get to plan out your
siayer's days in this amount of detail, or where all manner of actions from
bar

The game sections themselves usually seem to reflect reality to some extent,
sthough after a while you do become used to certain animations and as a result
0 predict goals before they are actually scored.

This doesn't really detract from the excitement however. You'l stil have your
seart in your mouth during penalties or free kicks from critical edge-of-box
positions.

anencs I

Few management games are as
visually_pleasing as On The Ball.
The programmers have clearly
poured a lot of time and effort
into creating a realistic and stylish
game throughout, and the graph
ics certainly go a long way towards
capturing the correct oo

The feel of every situation, from
the quiet solitude of your hotel
room offce to the intense glare of

5 1 8 + post.game press conference, i
g E = captured perfectly by the atmo-
- spheric visuals
2EE 8 For most of the game you'll be
= EsEg8<= looking at these beautifully drawn
S E=ES static screens, but where the action
n§ S2gES really comes alive is during training
22 =SEZ2EE= sessions and matches.
& 8.8 8 B Here your players perform for
EEL s E2EER ge of animated
$FEELB=3F sequences. Despite the size of the

players on the screen, these
sequences are generally smooth
and will ertainly impress niially.
Of course, whether you'l il be
50 keen on them after you've had
the game a few weeks remains to
be seen, because it doesn't seem
possible o kip these animations,

Wednesday 13th October 1993 was the night on which football
fans the whole nation over watched their national team miss the
world cup boat. This was all the more shocking and disappoint-
ing, coming as it did only three years after a heartbreaking and
indeed quite unlucky semi-final oss to the eventual winners of
the 1990 World Cup, Germany.

Many fans agreed that had England beaten Germany in that
fateful penalty shoot-out, they would have been able to beat
Argentina in the final and ift the cup for a second time. But in
the three years since England's second-finest hour, much had
changed.

After two impressive World Cup campaigns, Bobby Robson
decided to return to club management. The FA appointed
Graham Taylor, whose club credentials were impeccable.

With players such as Bryan Robson and Peter Shilton at the end
of their international careers, Taylor decided the time was right
for wholesale changes and took several controversial decisions,
such as dropping Chris Waddle and Peter Beardsley.

He seemed unable to translate his club success to the interna-
tional arena and adopted an alarming habit of playing men in
roles other than their natural positions:

After playing On The Ball, you willeither feel an affinity with
Taylor - perhaps he faced an impossible task ~ or have an ever
lower opinion of him than when you started. This could largely
depend on which difficulty level you play at.

‘After failing to qualiy for USA 94, Taylor resigned as England
Manager. His three year tenure had been an often stormy voyage
through the footballing ocean, and few were sorry to see him go
in the end.

Now Wolves fans will be hoping he can find his earler club
management success. He shall be remembered as the man who
not only managed England's way out of the World Cup, but also
for the improper use of the English language that brought him
notoriety through the medium of national televsion.

indeed, that now immortal phrase which is adorning Fantasy
Football League T-shirts the whole country over, accurately sums
up for me the whole of Graham Taylor's internationa career: “Do
1 not ike that?*

sessions playing
o be honest | can't

I 65

Accomplished and enjoyable though it s, On The
World Cup Edition sill only simulates the qu:
fiers and finals of the World Cup.
International management is nteresting enough,
many there simply won't be enough involve-
B it v e o i et sl e
such as that which can develop during extended

fenge on the higher dificulty sett

Championship Manager.
help but feel that
domestic league and cup competitions work
better in a computer game. Also, something is
definitely lost through the use of fictitious player
names.

However, there s still plenty of depth; taking one
of th fotiling mimowsto the lmlls isa real chal-

Sl e s i for S 200 e,

although the ASO0 version won't call for one. Ascon
say this s due to the improved graphics on the
machines.

On The Ball is a good game by anybody's stan-
dards, but for me it stil doesn‘t quite top the league.
1t's more a sort of Newcastle United, providing
plenty of entertainment, but not quite able to
cutehthe slckhien and MATCH S LY
Premier Manager and Champions!
respectively.




putty uses his powers of plabiliy to reach one of those.
important stars which further enhance his ablities

wo years ago a game arrived on the
Amiga games scene that redefined
the parameters of the platform
games character. Putty was its name

and it was received well by press and
gamesplayers alike. With scores that
didn't go below 90%, Putty was a breath
of fresh air in the dull genre of platformers.

System 3, responsible for such quality pieces
of software as Myth, created Putty, a character
who was able to stretch and morph his (her?)
way to computer game success. There was 5o
much more that you could do with your flexi
ble friend that it was quite unlike any other

Look at that boy

stretchi One of
the Mias starts
‘bouncing forjoy
s puttysteps up
the rescue mis

platformer on the market.

Even though the idea was highly ori
Putty also shone brighter in the graphics
sound departments than anything that ha
gone beforeit.

The sound effects such as carrots shouti
“Uzi 9mm” played a major part in the game
success by making it far more entertainis
and dare | say it, more fun than a lot of &
competitors.

We're now heading towards the end of 195
and System 3 are back with a vengeance. Th
sequel to their platform star of 1992, Puts
Squad is about to hit the shop shelves and
looks bigger and better than its predecessor.

1 fear the world is about to go Putty max
once more.

DUND

Sonically, Putty Squad s a notch above the rest. The
musical tune which runs throughout isnt too loud
and although it sounds rather nifty, the volume is st
at this level for one reason. The musial tars are, of
course, the humourous sound samples which pop up
every few seconds.

Almost every character within the game has their
‘own select sound. from when the Putty shouts when
he collects one of his mates to the end laughter
when you fal after losing all your fives, every sound,
err, sounds great and | can do nothing but applaud

the music maestro who put tall together.

Just the introduction of these select samples;
makes the game more fun to play, inducing you to
search out new characters justto see what they say.

Perhaps the best use of the sound sample is when
You pick up the musical note icon. Sitting behind a
pair of decks, the DJ promptly appears and spins an
outrageous scratch-filled hip-hop record.

Immediately, all the enemies stop doing whatever
they were doing and start to dance their socks off
for a good 20 seconds, allowing Putty to go about
his business untroubled. A nice touch of the highest
quality.




T aim of Putty Squad is 1o rescue all your plasticine chums who are being held prisoners of war by
5 evi cat tribe. Along the way through your missions there are several objects which can be picked
25 Pick up ten stars and Putty will gain a more powerful punch, 20 will give you arrows to fire, while
30 will give Putty an electric finger to zap his enemies

Other goodies include food to top up your health, springs to reach those hard, err, out-of-reach
aces and jars of nitro-glycerine which enable Putty to make bombs which will cause as much
truction s possible

per: System 3

]
™ IRan FRem ¥

Maddock is nothing but putty in their hands.

As you might expect, Putty Squad con
tains some of the best cartoon graphics.
you've seen in a long time. The variety of
characters and the sheer quality of these
finely sculptured pixels can't fail to
impress even the most platform-hating
gamesplayer.

The characters range from new stars
such as bulbous toads and menancing
magicans to Indian rubber men. The
game doesn't forget old favourites such
as the rampant rocket men and the
maniac gun-toting carrot, who incidently
has changed his. catchphrase to

The backgrounds have also been
improved upon, mainly due to the fact
that the Putty Squad development team
have now got access to AGA technology.
The location of the game seems to be set

The actual Putty character isn't that
much different from the one that
appeared in the first System 3 plat-
former, but | guess he doesn't need to be
vastly improved, simply because the
game creators did it so well first time
around.

The blue blob can still squash himself

The animation is spot on and the
smoothness by which the star of the
game jumps and squishes around the
screen is very impressive.

The smell of plasticine is in the air. What
else could it be? System 3 hits the stretchy
platform trail once more and Jonathan

1 have nothing but praise for John Twiddy, the program-

nkfully the
useful level passw

‘mer of Putty Squad, because once again he has pr
another quality piece of software. The

o
owners are going

. . mation is excellent, especially
‘on the main character.

“The sound adds a lot to

* the gaime, giving the player

, lot of laughs as helshe

makes hisher way through

¢ the various levels. The vari-

ous missions start off easy

3ne quick morph later and Putty
s ranst imseltinto one

with the time

because games |i
commonplace.

¢ the rocket men
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ATARI ST OR
ANY COMMODORE
AMIGA. 1MB RAM

REALISTIC TACTICAL
HORSE RACING
MANAGEMENT GAME

This game is an extremely accurate and realistic horse racing simulation that just
anyone can play with great ease and pleasure. You play the game as an
owner trainer but you can also gamble at the bookie's. See the feature list below for
more defails about the contents of this unique strategy game. © 1994 E. & O. E.
+170 4 HUMAN PLAYERS + 35 COMPUTER CONTROLLED TRAINERS * TOP TRAINER TABLE
« FULL SEASON + GRAPHIC RACE ACTION « 250 HORSES + 26 DIFFERENT COURSES
+ POOL OF 20 JOCKEYS » JOCKEY ORDERS + JOCKEY FEEDBACK OPTION + BOOKIE * TIPSTERS
+ 47 REAL-LIFE BIG PRIZE FLAT RACES + TRAINING CONTROL + STAFF FEEDBACK * AUCTION
« HANDICAP AND GROUP RACE SYSTEM + DECLARATIONS + RACECARD + FORM BOOK
« WIN SUMMARY CARD + INJURIES  LOAD AND SAVE + FULL INSTRUCTION BOOK

NOW AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD RETAIL OUTLETS.

f you have any difficulty in finding a stockist please call our office immediately.

ESP Software. PO Box 557, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, 551 2NB. England.

3 ) (TRADE ENQUIRIES |
TELEPHONE (01702) 600557 _ FACSIMILE (01702) 613747 _AC WELCOME




o-called interactive cartoons
really got off on the wrong foot
with the infamous Don Bluth
Dragon’s Lair games. Admittedly, the animation was nothing |
short of stunning, but once past the hase of drooling in |
wonderment, the astute gamer noticed a distinct absence of
anything even approaching gameplay.

Fortunately, over the last year or two many companies seem to have
got the message and as a result, sprawling CD-based adventure games |
on the PC have increasingly combined superb graphics and animation /|
with brain-taxing puzzles. The end result has been a succession of
smash-hits with gameplay to match the visuals.

good use of the huge storage capacity of a CD,
Gremlin's Litil Divil promises amazing cartoon-like action
and a lasting adventure challenge. Can it deliver? £

“Stunning animation maketh not a great game”,
some wise soul once said. Gremlin’s

A bunch o skelotons
inbabit his ranch,
although I don't ke the
look of that bull thing!

A typicaly perplexing puzle,
Mt st caretul he could
nd up in the voi

Obviously a reasonable proportion of the CD storage space has been given
over to providing a decent soundtrack to accompany the action.

While you are romping gaily around the Labyrinth, a selection of tunes
ranging from cartoony themes to all-action blockbuster movie-type things
are pounding away. At times it sounds like a whole orchestra is packed,
inside the monitor, and the music always fits the scene perfect)

Our hero Mutt's large repertoire of moves have appropriate sampled
sound effects, many of which are quite humourous

Mutt Divil is a highly ranked amateur
sleeper with aspirations of becoming a
professional in the near future
Annoyingly he’s had to attend the
annual Grand Coundil meeting in the
Chamber of the Ancients. It might be
the only thing that ever happens in
the Underworld, but he'd stil rather
be elsewhere, sleeping.

The Council are meeting to decide
who will be chosen to go forth into
the Overworld, through the Labyrinth
of Chaos, to retrieve the Mystc Pizza
of Plenty
Unfortunately, and also fairly

predictably, Mutt has drawn the short
straw in this rather critcal draw and as
a result will have to attempt to com-
plete this seemingly impossible task.

Nobody reall holds out a hope for
him, except his trainer Vice Alderman
Muzzle, because the task has yet to be
completed. Stil, everybody's thoughts
willbe with him, i only because they'd
really enjoy a piece of that pizza. If
possible, his fellow liti divils would
also greatly appreciate it if he could
get extra anchovies

Mutt's quest takes the form of wan-
dering around the maze ke corridors
of the labyrinth, entering rooms where
he must complete tasks to progress fur.
ther into the game.

| p—
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bout the

50 that you do ot become caught in a
tricky situation with no idea which
buttons to press

‘gamesplayer when producing this piece
of software, because for once there's
actually sufficient depth and addictive-
ness present to support the excellent
presentation.

Interaction is not limited to simply

all manner of tasks, from treading on
spidery things to leaping across pits
using a combination of buttons and the
directional pad.

Your main problem may in fact be
deciphering exactly which button does

 there are
you will e eft with no idea what to do,
and there are rooms which annot actu-
ally be completed until you posess cer-
tain items, either through picking them
up or obtaining them from the tore.

1f you don't have an item, it may not
actally be Obvious hat you need 1, 50
you could ind yoursell perpleed 3 0
ow to deal with the

el et youlv e o s
eral times,in which case Mutt will auto-
maticaly leave the locaion in disgust its
always you who's in control and you
don't feel simply like a spectator called

at, rooms the
tions are often totally different.

As a result, whenever you enter a new
location it is wise to quickly experiment

on only rarely

If interactive cartoons are to succeed
then they will have to take a leaf out of
Litl Divif's book.

Geare: Areade afvestureipuzze
Hand sk istall: /A
Control system: Joypa.

Price: £26.99
Supparts: 832
Recommenied: N/

Dists: W/

(D32

Let's get straight to the point. Litl Divil looks wonderful. The backgrounds Well, since the CD32 itself is still a rela

are moody and atmospheric, with the puzzle rooms in partcular being beau
siully drawn and boasting lts o colour

The Mutt sprte moves excellently and behaves realstcaly throughout.
#is range of actions is huge, yet he always moves fluently. He will ften

in short, this is one of the best looking games in a long time. True, the
actual corridors of the Labyrinth are a lttle dull and very similar to one
another, but this doesn't really detract from the overall effect.

They add to the interest because they make find-

tive newcomer, there have not really.
been many games on this platform that

Litil Divil resembles. It would be unfai
t0group it in with the Don Bluth games

on other formats because they really
are grossy inferior. Litl Divil is the first
of what is sure to become a successful
genre on the CD32.

‘There’s litle doubt that Litl Divil s an entertaining title which looks and sounds
St A SR o) Inmally it certainly impresses and to be honest t's

hard to fault the presenta

Jenging when one hallway
ooks much like every other.

Itis that most rare of pvoduﬁ! onthe 032, 8 ‘game which takes full advantage
nf me ‘machine's capabilities and is not simply an Amiga port with additional

Fm levels, none of which are easy, should be enough to last quite some time.
it ot th ot of Game Yo ol go badk o e s been completed, but

'y people wi
Gremiin should be congmulmd in um DMI lMy nm bor-
ity

ldvtr\tuves ok it i et (e
mes yet. It might not be the sort of thing

you Gl it play for hours in a single sitting,
but theres enough long-term interest to warrant

S5 et andwil pode ey of fun

Commodore are looking for a product

whic i show ff e D310 prospective customers,

then LitlDivil could be the ideal solution.




of Manchester-based soft:
ware house, Ocean. The story
gins with the

all oaks from little acorns
grow”, as they say, and
although an old cliché, this
certainly rings true in the case

move into an emerging market of
ome entertainment,

And the rest is history, but it was
obviously a decision that has paid off
for the two entrepreneurs, Chairman,
David Ward and Managing Director,

Starting in 1983 with only four
staff, it has now grown into one of
the largest independent software
houses in the World. In 1987 they
expanded into the French market,
setting up Ocean France on the

00000

outskirts of Paris, and only two years
Iater their rapid development was
increased further sil with the setting
up of Ocean US in San Jose, California.

Ocean's foresight ino the industry
meant that they pushed the market
forward in aress such as licensed
games, and the release of their budget
Iabel, “Hit Squad", in 1989 opened
another market for budget software
which as wel as the top Ocean ttls,
alo includes productsfrom the likes of
Electronic Arts, Domark, Accolade and
Virgin

RELEASES
I 1983 Ocean licensed its first coin
operated game and two years later
they released their first movie-based
game - a move which has led to the
being renowned for its
licensed titles, including licenses from

seven of the largest eight Hollywood
studios.
Ocean now has tites licensed bv g

ly" and more recently, the indus
try's first million dollar license when
they signed to produce ‘lurassic Park

As well as its film licenses, Ocean
signed advertising tie-ins induding that
with Walkers Crisps and Quavers,
resulting in their platformers Pushover
and One Step Bey

Ocean has also incorporated the
charity aspect into the games with the
release of Sieepwalker, which used the
voice of comedian Lenny Henry, and
raised a considerable sum for Comic
Relief,

The company has employed the tal
ents of pop giants such as Frankie Goes
To Hollywood, Utah Saints and Alien
Sex Fiend i ther releases.

Utah Saints worked on their track ‘I
want you', for Ocean/ID’s game,
Burning Rubber, while Nik and Mrs
Fiend (Alien Sex Fiend) composed the
sound track for Inferno,

Ocean’s development centre in
Manchester has over 100 specialists on
site, with another 25 in San Jose, and
also have top name developers such as
DLLD. working for them.

As well as the Amiga, Ocean has pro-
duced software for many other plat
forms including those by Sinclair, Atari
and Amstrad, along with the 18M com-
patible PC

S0 next time you're considering the
merits of what Manchester has to offer
while supping your Boddingtons and
watching Coronation Street, think that
in the unlikely setting of a large city in
the North West of England is ane of
Europe’s top software houses.

decessor let off with the madman's son, Kilbaba Jr,
comidrgis s g ot e pgles

o0 the st
Jungle Strike will make its appearance around
November time and will continue from where its pre-

ilm g
Also in production s Mutant
follows the same rules as Hockey —

Ocean
hnstory. 5

1983; Humble Beginni
ot Ocean Sof

Limited and their fis g

Ticenses

1984: Ocean release their first se

game Kong Strikes Back”

The man of muscle Sylv
Stallone and Ocean tie-in with the
film license, Rambo, “First Bloo
1986: Ocean's first 16-bit game re
Eco’ appears
e S s G
across the. nt with the open
Ocean Paris.

1989: Ocean go down a real “hit
their budget label “Hit Squad!

1990: Ocean dig deep with their ch
release, Sleepwalker for Comic Relief.
1991: “Do they know it's Christ
time?" Ocean did with their product
nd three in the Christ

ane, tw
charts.
992: Ocean move to their cur
(e,ﬂehsld headquarters.
celebrate their Tenth any
xav‘randmalrmzlumxm?.ﬂkdu.\\

Developed by Magnetic Filds, Kid
Chaos makes arefreshing.
o the usual platformer offeings




A drop in
the Ocean...
Over ten years in the business and
Ocean have a softography of Amiga.

games to be proud of. We take a
ook at some of their finest.

 Kid Chaos - Ocean’s recent plat
former developed by Magnetic Fields,
stunned with its gorgeous graphics and

JURASSIC PARK -

@ Rainbow slands - dassic platformer
sequel to Bubble Bobble which involved
throwing rainbows at baddies!

asol Stars - the sequel to
Rainbow slands. Simiar o subbly
Bobble in that the two-player mode
adds to the fun

e industry's fist million dolar license
signed to produce

© New Zealand Story - platformer
action that i both highly playabe and
addictive

© Bart vs. the Space Mutants - car-
toon style gameplay as the rogue him-
self, Bart Simpson.

® Robocop 3 - fun arcade adventure
with the film license tie-in.

© The Addams Family - platformer
with ice animations of the fim's main
characters.

® Pushover - Quavers advertising
license which involved an ant!

® Jurassic Park - huge film licensed
budget label, Hit Squad has released Ocean's charity game that managed to conjure the
e classic games from top developers atmosphere of the film well

o you will have to find them. Games players partial to Skitchin'. The idea is to get across the finish line in the
onal round of Golf wil be treated to PGA fastest possible time, finishing i the first four
Tour, courtesy of Ocean and American pub- itis by some dubious means!
Sports. - slkmmmmmmmmhnnﬂ
‘play over five top-ranking European courses, ‘even crowbars, and hitch a ride on passing cars. There
ding Wentworth and Valderrama, and in real =i e e SRR
n tournaments such as the Volvo PGA L5
and

pions Canon European Masters.

features include the one-four player sudden-
shoot-outs and mproved wind and weather con- 1o fly some of the.
omm-mmsmm.w the

wm.nmul-ymdmw-n-
and you will be able to choose {0 be any of the eight e an arcade fiight game, realstic fight
Rabian Lotations wll elode Grery hog ok 1 35 sl csctint im0t
and power moves. Hindu Temple to a laboratory! World” scenarios and over 120 M
mode i available for one or two players  Racing roller-blade style is the order of the day in  missions.




riginality is not usually a
thing synonymous with
computer games these
days, 50 when Millennium
announced that they
intended to bring out a

8ut on hearing the tale behind the
me, it's not hard to see why
ium saw potential in a story
that makes reality see like fantasy.
The game is Myster X, the story is of
four martial arts champs who cycle
around 4000 miles across the states,
sparring in various towns. And talking

to the team leader and the man who
originally came up with the idea for the
game, it's obvious that this release is
going to be more than a bit special

A man highly suited to his current
ole supervising a martial arts sim, 29
year old Neil Axe has spent around 20
years training in the arts and has an
extensive and most impressive list of
achievements in ths feld

Starting at the age of five, under the
tuition of his father, Neil learnt a
Karate-based style of self-defence.
Moving on to various other forms of ori-
ental disciplines including Kick Boxing,
Wing Chun Kung Fu and Atemi Jutsu

Karate, Neil became somewhat of a
champion in his chosen sport.

I 1988 Neil came up with the idea of
the cycling expedition. A team, led by
him, would cycle the distance, sparring
in towns along the way, ending the jour
ney with a huge tournament.

RITUAL

Originally it was intended that Neil
and the rest of the team, Julian Carlino,
Graham Cradle, and Michael Graham,
would travel along the Great Wall of
China, a ritual which goes back to the
ancient martial artists, but restrictions
with the authorities meant that they

money as they went along, they had
give out an address for it to be sents
which, 3 you can imagine, isn't neary
effective

Atfirstt was intended that the wha
team would cycle the entire distans
but Julian began to suffer with his b
leg. A van was hired, leaving the tes
severely strapped for cash, with only §
a day between them

A new plan was decided. They wod
al alterate between driving, navigs
ing, sleeping and cycling except whe
the temperatures became t0o low
night. This way one person would &
oyling at all times. And as i al the py

Master Axe = The

warked cosely with Millonium to make sure it stays realisic

B ..

could not actually cycle along certain
parts of the wall and it was called off

raining and 18 months preparation
should not go to waste, it was suggested
that the team should cycle across
America instead, but this would almost
double the distance meaning cycling
nearly an extra 2000 miles.

Many, including medical experts,
believed the guys from Bucks were mad
10 take on such a feat, especially as two.
of the team have health disabilities -
Neil suffers nerve damage in his lower
spine while Julian needs surgical braces
to even walk properly.

Setting off from New York deliber-
ately close to April Fools Day (everyone
believing them to be fools), they began
their arduous journey across the States
10 5an Diego.

One of the purposes of the expedi
tion, apart from the spiritual objective to
find ones inner self, was to raise money

associated with a sport that was of this
nature.

And in America the charity side didn‘t
fair much better. When over there they
were informed that they couldn't open a
bank account which they had planned to
keep money raised in, and while public
ity was good in one sense, it also meant
that they were easily recognisable by
gangs intending to roll them for the

oney.
The team had to be on their guard
the whole time. Instead of collecting the

The game wil actualy nclude many of
the locations the team cycled round




id 8
¢

3l trauma of the journey wasn't
ugh to cope with, the route took
Sem through some of the most notori
us neighbourhoods in America and
ought them up against racial hatred
the extent where their lives became
sveatened.
i Yeso, New Mexico, a major “red
k" area, the Ku Klux Klan took
nce at the fact that white men

would fraternise with a black and actu:
ally threatened the team with death,

The hostile weather conditions they
came across, such as the sand storms in
the dessert, made things even more diff
cult, and despite trying to navigate the
route from 7-11 stores, 32 days after
their departure the team made it ~
against allthe odds

A month after the crew had set out

the journey was over. They completed
the ride by crossing over into Calforna
on May éth,

But the celebrations came 1o a tragic
end when Kay Baxter, a close friend
and gilfriend of their host, died in
a car accident in which Neil was
passenge

This affected him immensely and
although he only received minor
injuries he suffered deep shock. Neil
has dedicated the game and the script
0 her memon

And it this story of their epic jour-
ney that s making its way into a com
puter game. But why choose this
medium of all means?

Well frsly, Neil sees the computer
as the most modern way to convey
such a tale, but s not the only outlet
for is story. On their return, Neil and
Julian worked on a scrpt that com.
bines fact with some fiction which

Neil has aarmod many awards
for his work in martia arts

Reat life characters,
2 thepollcenan Flogis
“suthntic touch

o

Axe - tean leader
iy

they're hoping wil be mad into a film

Neil is very enthusiastic about the
forthcoming game and describes it 2s a
"Martial Arts simulation* rather than a

sure the moves in the game willtick to
those humanly possible - and if they re
ot realistc, they go.

The game wil also incorporate the
places they went to and some of the
actual people they met. Millennium
have taken these real characters, for
example the policeman they saw on
the trip, and spiced them up a bitl

A5 to the future and whether there
are plans for any more trips, Neil points
out that with all the current projects in
production, time is restricted, especially
considering the extensive training
involved. But it's an experience he says
he wouldn't have missed for the world
and would consider undertaking again.

The cycle ride also led to an invita
tion for Neil to lead a team over to Las

he awards, including first
place in a Heavyweight Sparring Men's
Black Belt, to second and third in Men's
Intermediate Sparring. Neil himself aiso
received a “Spiritual Warrior* award
for services to the martial arts,

STUDIO

Neil's studio is based in Aylesbury
Bucks and houses the Axe Gar Kuin
which is the first full time martia
arts centre to be funded by lo:
government.

In 1989 the AGK academy played
host to the International Martial Arts
Gooduwill Enterprises IMAGE) Open
Tournament and was attended by mas
tial arts celebrities such s Ted Tabura
and Peter Kwong (famous for his roles
i The Golden Child and Big Trouble in

Little China).

On the academy’s emblem

yourself, the true art is to
condition the mind
focus on four aspects 1

usual approach of this genre to make
the game as gory and blood thisey
possible

It s certainly different
real live computer spr




White Knight Technology

‘ THE PROFESSIONAL &
AMIGA SPECIALISTS ﬂ 0992 714539 oo
SUPPORTING SERIOUS USERS A 10am - 7Jpm Monday - Frlday
PO BOX 2395, WALTHAM CROSS, HERTS, EN8 7HQ H

|A1200 ACCELERATORS |HARD DRIVES

nEm ..., | AMIGA4000 || garescs)

| 200mMB SCSI 35" £ 249 |

| 68882 FPU And SCSI Port, No RAM fitted P e . : |

WITH 40MHz EC030, No MMU £225 T JJ.J The EC-030 has no MMU or FPU | 535 MB SCSI2 3.5" £ 349 |
| 40MHz EC030 & 33MHz FPU £275 | | L E-UUL the LC-040 has an MMUButno FpU | | 1.0GBSCSI235" £ 699

40MHz EC030 & 50MHz FPU £325| | (D). T iyl | 21GBSCSI235" £1199
ey £239] | e 0T s bt am g sy | | 9 G SCSi2825" s
‘ 50MHz 68030 & 50MHz FPU £ 399 | 1t has 2 video slots and both SCSII & BARRACUDA
BLIZZARD SCSI-Il I/F for 1230-Il € 79 ALL AMIGA 4000 MODELS E The Fastest SC5I-2
P A1230 P I YERY SHORT SUPPLY - PLEA! Drive 5.5 Mbis Sustained
it #20 erloomance Serias CALL FOR PRICES AND AVAMBLATY‘ 216D £'1369 )
Clock, Optional 68882 FPU And SCSI Port s 4.3Gb 9
WITH 40MHz EC030,4Mb RAM £ 419 ‘ Gb £ 2299 ‘
40MHz EC030,4Mb RAM |
and 40MHz 68882 FPU £ 519 A4000 IDE

50MHz 030,4Mb RAM £489
50MHz 030, 4Mb RAM
and 50MHz 68882 FPU  £589 | 540 MBIDE35"  £319
| GVP A1291 SCSI I/F for A1230 1l £ 59

onjunc Sars & Pi | 1.0GBIDE35" £649
MICROBOT]CS M1230-XA lecorder (PAR) and

SRR . - o o | HARD DRIVE
e e s CONTROLLER

|
W!TH 33MstsoaoanuMMu £199 Please Call For A Full Brochure | FASTLANE Z3

| 50MHz68030and MMU 249 | SCSII + Upto 256Mb
S— . . 1 v ' P e s 32-Bit RAM For the A4000

| A4000 ACCELERATORS ~ NEW PRODUCTS o 99 |

LIGHTWAVE 3D vas | AMIGA 1200

Now only £ 299 |
Official PAL Version FROM NEWTEK A1200+ 85 MB HD £ 445‘
A1200+127MB HD € 489

still onl
i £ 449 A1200+200MB HD £ 519
BLIZZARD 4030 TURBO 50MHz 68030 +| | CD32 DRIVE FOR THE A1200 | | A1200+340MB HD £ 689
MMU, Opt. FPU (For £259 | | THE "OVERDRIVE CD' RUNS 90%+ OF CD32|

340 MB IDE 3.5" £219
| 420MBIDE3S"  £249

Available with 50MHz 68882 FPU for £369 | | SOFTWARE, DISPLAYS PHOTO CD's AND MEMORY
| COMMODORE A3640 Card, 25MHz 68040| | ALSO PLAYS AUDIO CD's (Fits PCMCIA Slof) SIMM'S
(As Fitted In Amiga 4000-040) SH ~ £539 | | onLY £195 | |
| CYBERSTORM 040/40MHz 68040 + 32-Bit| 2B S, o2 11004

| RAM, Opt. SCSI-II (For A4000 range) £ 899 |

| GVP G-FORCE 40MHz 68040 + 4Mb
32Bit RAM (Exp. 128Mb), Optional SCSI-Il
| DMA Controller (For A3000/4000) £ 989

16MB SIMM-32 £ 649
| 8mMBsIMM-32 £ 325
4MB SIMM-32 £ 160
2MB SIMM-32 £ 85

ot [k 6 ), and instructions [EESTIERSIVIVECREPEP?Y
|A2( OOOACCELEI?ATORS A500/500+/1500/2000 Sk SRivas S ‘
GVP G-FORCE 40MHz 68EC030 + | [IRAEld el da el £ 985
882, 4MB 32-Bit RAM + SCS| Port £ 685 rom = ey e

GVP G-FORCE 33MHz 68040 + VIDEO EDIT CONTROLLER - The KRP "TES20

4MB RAM, SCS|, Ser & Par Ports  £979 | | Amiga Based Syslem Using "Bumed In" Timecode. Controls Upto 4 Machines. RCTC |
CSA DERRINGER 68030, optional FPU,| | compatible, SMPTE read & write. GPI Trigger. LANC / Panasonic / RS232 eto, Shot
One 32bit SIMM Slot (A500/500+/1500/2000) | | ListS. Vision Mixer control, Audio cues, unlimited scene capacity, synchronised audio
WITH 25MHz 68030, OMb RAM £ 279 | dubbing. Upgradable to upto 8 parallel control industrial machines, RS422 and VITC
33MHz 68030, 0Mb RAM £ 309 Prices From £ 499
50MHz 68030, O0Mb RAM £ 419 Please Call For Full Specifications Of This System




4 BERNOULLI By IOMEGA
150MB SCSI-2 INTERNAL DRIVE £ 485
150MB SCSI-2 EXTERNAL DRIVE £ 555 ‘
150MB REMOVABLE CARTRIDGE £ 95
SYQUEST DRIVES ALSO AVALABLE
MAGNETO OPTICAL DRIVES
FUJITSU 128MB SCSI INTERNAL £ 649
FUJITSU 128MB SCSI EXTERNAL £ 749
FUJITSU 230MB SCSI INTERNAL £ 799
FUJITSU 230MB SCSI EXTERNAL £ 899
BOX OF 5 128MB MO DISKS £149
BOX OF 5 230MB MO DISKS £249

DAT TAPE BACKUP

NNOR SCSI DAT - 2Gb, Ext.
CONNOR SCSI DAT - 8Gb, Ext.

CD ROM DRIVES

TOSHIBA XM4101B SCSI-2 (Int.), Twin
Speed, Multi-Session (Tray Load) £ 219
TOSHIBA XM4101B SCSI-2 (Ext.), Twin
Speed, Multi-Session (Tray Load) £ 279
TOSHIBA XM3401B SCSI-2 T/Speed

Int., MS, Fast Access (Caddy Load) 2279
TOSHIBA XM3401B SCSI-2 T/Spee

Ext., MS, Fast Access (Caddy Load) % 409 |

SOFTWARE

LIGHTWAVE 3D (UK PAL V3.5)
REAL 3D V2 New Price
ART DEPT. PRO. V2.5
BRILLIANCE To Clear
EARS & PIRESPAOV2S
A POINT G
TVPAINT 2 iasao »«wm
CALA M \LTIMEDH\ ’IH (AGA)
SCALA MULTIMEDIA 200 (AGA)
0+ ECHO 100
SCALA ECHO 100 Eai Con(roHer £1
CONTROL _ (For ADPRO) £ 65
Asim CD ROM FILESVSTEM (V2) £55
(ToClear) £ 45
GUARTERBACK TOOLS DELUXE g
ORPH PLUS 149

MDNIT ORS

PHILIPS CM8833-ll 14" PAL RGB, Y/C &
Composite Input (0.38 dot pitch, Stereo) £ 239
MICROVITEC CUB-SCAN 1438 14
(Mut-sync, 0.28 dot pitch, Na
MICROVITEC AUTDSCAN
(Multi-sync, 0.31dot pitch, Digital Memory)

£1029
£1109

£449
£339
£149
£ 69
£215

£295 |

“nrs |

- For A4000/030 et
40 25MHz - For Upgrading A4000-LC040
0 25MHz with MMU (PGA Style)
0 33MHz with MMU (PGA Style)
30 50MHz with MMU (PGA Style)

This Zorro Il card performs the major functions of a
Broadcast Quality, On-Line, Non-Linear, Digital
Video edit suite (CCIR601 720 x 576 resolution) . It
provides REAL-TIME, FULL MOTION JPEG (50
s Capture & Compr

hard disk. The video c:
subsequently played back in REAL-TIME, at 50
fields/sec in upto broadcas
tzps The board has full LTC and VITC

oding, both

tha ADB16 Studio 16,8 track streo audio
Sunrize Industries to enable simultaneous audio
and video editing. It requires an Amiga 4000 or
4000T with full 68040 processor, a large SCSI-2
hard drive, and a fast SCSI-2 hard drive controller

30 (2 +8Mb, 1.0Gb HD)
(Zorro 11l Card)
MediaFlex Producer (Editing Software)
Warp Engine 28MHz 040 with SCSI-II
2.1Gb Fast SCSI-2 3.5 HD (For Video)
Sunrize ADS 16/ Studio 16 (Audio Card)
Cub-Scan 1438 Monitor (For Amiga)
Sharp 14° TV / Monitor (For Video)
ware (ADPRO)

GIVING FULL, BROADCAST (Beta SP) QUALITY,
ON-LINE, NON-LINEAR, VIDEO EDITING !
FOR FURTHER DETAILS, PLEASE CALL

MAIN BOARD (V.2)
VIDEO PROCESSOR

VIDEO SUITE Due Late 1994

TBC card with
transcoding PAL/SECAM/NTSC etc.
FRAMEBUFFER RAM for GVP TBC+
COMB FILTER for GVP TBC+

£ 685

£ 195
59

24-Bit Zorro Il / Il EGS Retargettable Graphics Card

SPECTRUM With 2Mb VRAM £ 345

External Composite &
S-VHS / Hi8 unit. S/W Controlled ~ £ 265

(NEW Lower Price)
With 4Mb Vram/double buffered £1149

Real-time Hi8 digitiser card £ 349
Single Frame controller £ 349

Z3 24Bit Zorro lll card, 1Mb £ 469
Z3 24Bit Zorro lli card, 4Mb £ 619
DISPLAY CARD 2Mb £375
DISPLAY CARD 4Mb £ 485

RTG Card With 2Mb VRAM
339

with Workbench & Kmman 34
Upgrade £ 409 £ 419

UPGRADE YOUR
A4000-EC030
TO AN A4000-040

FORONLY £ 539

SCANNERS |

EPSON GT-6500 A
24-Bit Colour with ASDG
Software & Cable £ 699

MIL'RSOBOTICS

‘ Expansion for CD32 £ 195

SYSTEM
BUILDING

WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE

SPECIAL bT 5

WE KNOW ABOUT THE
AT WE SELL,

SRD ARE MORE THAN

HAPPY TO ADVISE YOU.

FOR A PERSONAL SERVICE,
AND AFTER SALES BACKU
AT IS SECOND TO NONE:
00Kk No FORTHER
DELIVERY CHARGES|
Express Small £6
Medium £ 7

SURCHARGE

If ordering with ACCESS or VISA

HOWTO ORDER
| HAVE YOUR DEBIT OR

| CREDIT CARD DETAILS AT
HAND, AND CALL -

0992 714539

Closed Saturday + Sunday
| BY POST :-

CALL FIRST TO VERIFY
PRICE AND AVAILIBILITY.
BEFORE SENDINGYOUR

ORDE
"WHITE KNIGHT
TECHNOLOGY",
P.0. BOX 2395,

WALTHAM CROSS,
HERTS. EN8 7HQ
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coding, was previously
involved in the production

‘and then when he gets to the office takes a look
at this promising new driving game

could catch, | could see she was a stunner. |
could barely wait to thrust the contents of my.
pocket into her nviting sot.

No, you haven't mistaken a steamy thillr for your
copy of Amiga Computing and | apologise for lowering
the tone o the whole magazine.

Youve just been reliving my first encounter with
one of the most enjoyable coin-ops ever created, Super
Sprint, It inevitably spawned a computer conversion,
and since then countless imitators have appeared, ty-
ng to recapture the high speed thills and spills of that
three-wheeled classic

Team 17 themselves have already ventured into the
overhead driving game genre with the stylish
Overdrive. To be honest, this was probably the least
well received of all Team 17's productions.

It seemed to lack a certain indefinable something,
andit defintely missed a conventional non-modem-ink
two-player mode. All Terrain Racing, however,
promises much more excitement with a whole host of
impressive specifiations.

it s being developed by a two man team with a suc
cessful pedigree. Jamie Woodhouse, responsible for the

rom across the crowded room | saw her. She
was partially obscured by the throng of drool-
ing admirers, but from the brief glimpses |

of Nitro and Qwak.

Graphics are being cre
ated by Danny Burke, who
[ worked on the visually stun
ning Body Blows games. Is
being written using the
SNASM 2 development sys-
tem, with Deluxe Paint
and LightWave involved in
the graphical production
process

This collaboration is
perhaps a lttle unusual con-
sidering the pair live approx-
imately two hundred miles
apart. Danny lives in London
while Jamie is from
Yorkshire,

They telephone each
other regularly to discuss
the game's progress, but
surprisingly they don't have
modems for sending data to
one another. Instead they
survive using that tried and
tested pre-information high
way method of transferring
files - sticking floppy disks in
the post. Despite the physical distance between the two
men, they both have similar hopes for the finished
‘game. Although this is the first time that Jamie and
Danny have worked together, Alan Bunker, media man.
ager for Team 17, is equally confident that they will
produce the goods.

“ATR is the next progressive step from Overdrive,
he confidently proclaims. “The game runs smoothly in
all directions, the speed is fast and the pick-ups and

Hang on, there’s no road. Public spending
Cutsstart to hite i the wartd of ATR

The pesce ofthecam a traml forest
ihesecers toe round another track
code.

i o e fo ot
e
s been in development for six months,

whiithe game has steadily taken shape. We haws
o doubt that ATR will be well received — in particules
the two-player mode is thrill-a-second stuff and real
fun and frantic.”

1f one player drops too far behind the other, he'll e
dragged along but will incur a time penalty. The playes
with the best time at the end of the race i the victor

DEFINITIVE

Indeed, the lit of features which will be present &
the finished product suggests that ATR could wel
become the definitive game of its type.

n the one player game, five artificiall intelligest
computer cars are involved in each race, and for adk
clarity each caris coloured differently

The player can upgrade his or her car in terms &
steering, tyres and acceleration and so on. There ask
three standard types of vehicle on offer, each with

Inevitably ATR will be compared with Micro Machims
idmarks. But will ATR live up to the challenges




ally

ger

deai of the

wtich Toam 17 plan to include i the finished version

wn unique abilities and handling characteristcs, from
2 four wheel drive truck thingy to the nippy space

There are 36 different tracks in the circuit race mode
sone, in six different types of terrain including forest,
cky canyons and even space. Tracks include such haz
a5 bridges, tunnels, ramps, jumps, moving barrers
i short cuts, to name but a few.
Various collectable bonuses are lttered around the
<k which improve traction or top speed, or arm your
enice with weapons such as homing missies 5o that
2 can quickly dispose of troublesome adversaries in a
seilar manner to that of the aging SuperCars games.
‘with AT, | want to make it 5o you

 rocky track, you feel as if the car's going over rocks; if
5 3 snowy track, you're losing control of the car.”

He's promising the sort of interaction that he feels
w25 the missing ingredient in Overdrive. Danny agrees:
“We want to make it feel as if you're actually on the
ack.

Danny and Jamie intend to include everything that
2uld be hoped for in a driving game. Adds Danny: “I
son't want to look back at the game and realise what

could have putin.”

Modestly described in the press release as “the
owling beast we've all been waiting for*, ATR looks
though it will reach the usual high standards of

good.

time, the programmers say there'll be no siow down

Team 17 software, being polished and playable in the
extreme.

To experience ATR you'll need a 1 Meg machine, but
Jamie and Danny are confident that even on an AS00.
the game will be smooth and slick.

1t's due out in October, with an enhanced A1200
version promised for release in November which may
include graphical enhancements such as parallax

All '!'errain

sequence of some description, along with an improves
soundtrack

1f it can match Skidmarks and other such tities i
terms of sheer addictiveness, then there's no douss
that Team 17 will have yet another highly success
product on their hands.




French stereotypes a-plenty as top chef, Pierre
goes on the trail of his missing ingredients. He's
one vegetable short of a casserole, 50 to speak,
and you have to guide Pierre around the six dif-
ferent countries and recover his escaped edibles
Making lfe difficult is Le Chef Noir, Pierre's
arch-ival, and he will do everything he can to
release all the food you have managed to
capture.
And what else must every good chef watch
out for? Why, bacteria, of course! Bacteria and
insects will try and infect the
food, 50 you must stop them

before they reach and. ot your
farm fresh consumables.

of these is the net that you use to
capture the food in to carry them
tothe cage.

A minimum number of
ingredients must be collected to
reach the next level in 2 given

This month Tina Hackett sees what's on
the menu with Mindscape's fatest and .‘. D
dons hr lyingfacket o take off with 2.

Fancy being a super hero? Then take the part of Sven Svardensvart and
save the Styx Empire from bad guy Blardax Maldrear. With only your trusty
fiying machine, the ‘Banshee’, you have to stop Maldrear from taking over the
world, you realse how

Coutesy of CoreDesin you an now gt s oot evap o the ctuyfo_ This i e
0.2 S0 » dereed 85K (W fo the AT210 v, s o e

time lmit

This time limit really does add some excas
ment (and frustration) to what is simply 3 vesl
ordinary, though very competent platformer

e bonus level provides some variety

takes the form of Pierre wandering arouns!
supermarket colleting fruit, but it isn't al s
spectacular or imaginative by any means

Graphically, it doesn't differ much from s
A1200 version but sound-wise i really has bess
well enhanced. Springs boing and the badde

especially for a Monday morning/Friday aftes
noon because it doesn't require any thought &
real effort

The difficulty lies in having to jump acress
slidy platforms and collect the food in time, &
it's hardly demanding or particularly origina
' nicely done but at the end of the day
only a variation on an overused idea,

The password system would have been usel
if it was given after every level, but unforte!
nately you only receive one after an entis

1d which becomes
very irritating, ans

Publisher: Mindscape
the levels have to b

Tevloper: (Hhoise rapeitad aiest ol
ists: 160 1fyou're desperate

for  another plas
Price: §35.09 former t0 add to your

2 E collection then by a8
Geare: Platformer means buy it - it's nes
Hard fiskinstall: /A that it i 2 bad gamel

just not a very originas
Gontrol system: Joypad one!

Supparts: CO32
Recommended: /A

are rather pre-occupied with
blasting baddies but when you
i S
ul the graphics
c title loaded with a!mtxph!u, packed full of objectives to

ported over for all CD32 blood fest fans o get their mitts

T vrtcl shook e and although thre  nothing partelary ew about

KUl dpioe sanvl ofth gees

The hanges frequently, flying across different terrains and meeting

3 rabancing i s i it o s powe ropoad s, you
the enemies and avoid their bullets.

of pure shoot-‘em-up heaven.

et Lo who finds Nmiﬂg people to bits a it
e sck, wh
e e
yer mode is a ice touch and you get the choice whether to spit the
pe!

Graphicall it is amazing. It's viewed from a top-down perspective with the

¥
flying across the deep blue ocean, the next the Arctic Wastes. Most of the time you

allthe left, gt

L3l

Price: 23400 3
Gore: Shant'm

Bard disk lastall: /A
Cantral Systam: doypat/Howsa
Sappart: €332
Rscauaandt: B0

o 80
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Call ’Dﬂ) 651 5436 ol
Write to 45 Brool inton (:‘llldlY Croydnn CRO 9NA
Independent Products

FREE PD SOFTWAR

AMIGA - PC - All Commodore
One third year subscription Sept- Dec £8.50 UK only

MegaSoft
e Doma S s o

£1 perciskifyou rcer 10
e, o £170 1 ot tncr 10

Sand i 11t cls o r S0p

” e ekl s 1310
i

o . o 610t o Wl

b ot 1 o oot

EPIC G550
GINE

HINTS, TIPS & TUTORALS
nor 4 maginewrrs

CAPRI CD DISTRIBUTI O
ALLAVAILABLE 20
GBIV 1 e AMIGA
70, O e s cmpitie 0232
5. (002 TMESA0: VDEDCD TLES

AnusPDCD
Fots D

NEW GO RELEASES
6195 QR4 6199
99 SandTurdc £1999

£19%

14

Lenmings £958 Poghokler_ £1999
1998 Mot P E249

(opy dates:

To place an ad on this page call Barbara Newall on 0625 87888

26 Sept
24 0t
21 Nov

On sale 20 Oct

Free typesetting service provided

EUBDINMAGE

Production from
Amiga Disks supplicd
containing any HAM

and IFF files

Output available

onto T-shirts and
Mouse mats

Colour output of
16.8 million colours

Telephone us for more
information on:

0293 538539

On sale 17 Nov
On sale 15 Dect

CAPRI CD
Dept ACS, 9 Capri House, Dean Street,
Marlow, Bucks. 517 3AA

TEL/P
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Epic Marketing, First Floor
Vitori Conre 50139 Vietoria Rood,
i, Wilts SN1 38U

+ 24 Hour Tumaround?
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+ Friendly service un by Women’?

ok by e oA o T B p
G0 U011, P Box 121, GorrarsGross, Bk, SLOSP
(0753 884473

50
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Dept €O, 2 Waelife Terrace, Gi
et e, LT 40X

JoruikiComputers

29 HEMLOCK AVENUE - HUNTINGTON

YORK - YO3 9DG - (0904) 624637
CD-ROMS (50p P&P) €

17:81T COLLECTION 3500

17 BIT CONTINUATION 1750

AMINET I (JULY 1994) 1750

AMOS 1750

1750

950

7.50

1450

AMIGA PUBLIC DOMAIN
SECOND TO NONE

'HELPFUL SERVICE RUN BY A MAN
ORDERS SENT FIRST CLASS POST

ORDERS INCLUDE POST & PACKING
NO MINIMUM ORDER

FRED FISH 170 1000 IN STOCK NOW
ASSASSINS GAMES 170 212 INSTOCK NOW

uth Croydon K

y CR29YS

H()RN ESOFT PD

1 Sch O D AN Wi St
T
ALL LATEST DEWOS, UTILS, GANES
AVAILABLE ASSASSINS GAMES UFTO:
TS MORE

SEND SAE, + DISK TO ABOVE
ADDRESS FOR A FREE CATALOGUE |
SEND 3 x fst CLASS STAMPS.

o
(OR PHONE FOR FREE CATALOGUE

ALSO F1 LICENCEWARE AVAILABLE

LOTS, LOTS, MORE
THE ONLY D LIBRARY YOU WiLL

FAST FRENDLY SERVIGE, 24 R DESPATOR
THE ONE AND ONLY
AMIGA GAMES

HINTS, TIPS
& CHEATS book




enpert tutorials on programming, OTP,
Music, comms and much much more...

®,° ARenn 139

Paul Overaa explains how to
take control of ARexx memory
« management

Uideo 141

In the second of a two-part
special, Adam Phillips takes
atrip to Alternative Image

Music 143

and paste’ Overaa

(omms 145

Phil South investigates the
spiritual and surreal side of
the Internet

Amos 147

Funky Phil fades into obscurity
with the aid of his latest
adventure into Amos

Publishing
Yet more essential hints and tips
o on how to squeeze the very best
from TypeSmith

through the Amiga maze every month,

Onvline help with all your sequence
editing needs, courtesy of Paul ‘cut

Scroller guide 135
Steve White explains how
you can add special

In part four of Gary Whiteley's
qguide to home video, he
lists all the do’s and don'ts
for the big day

N

llassifieds 152
Buying, selling or just
browsing, all the best Amiga
bargains in our dedicated
_second-hand section




POTORIAL

this age of nsant everything -
nstant mash, insant porTidge.

P ant direction, arpenty, decorating, ot
maeup, wardrobe, catering. diing

results - s very
e planving and st do .

nd,
31d e, the producers, and other occasional

A3, i you can

whatever s youve shot ight? Wel. no, in
B

‘Althese people have to be i the ight pace

approach.

atthe g tme,
required, They have to be fed and watered,

fyoure one of

and suncry. read on. I you'e ot read on
anyway,

Plannin

With your expertise in videning you've been
to film the ‘big day’. Don't get confetti in your
ity e OO \ens, get organised. Gary Whiteley shows you

The impe

It during this

where to pak, what

and, hopeluly, solved, that shooting Schedules

set when the sun ises and sets,essental

are drawn up,

ot andwnee
hotng sl s plc plons
fou ikt s plarring's o,
S oo possrsnanst  DEUAIL

feature ims and TV dramas, but you'd be:

Nwl\mnmxuggﬁiﬂgmwnmqy«.

1 HISHOT OF DRIVE AS CAR
HEADLIGHTS REFLECT ON
GRAVEL A CAR PASSES BY A
WETILT UP-

= il Loy tonc ot
from holiday SINGLE LIGHT IS ON IN THE
s o e
&)
i Rl
e o MO
Ll
= lmallns ol
e ol i
Planning s impartant. ok? camera angles and sound probles at ach of Camens Move
Lt
o
- o
ea
e
o Pz st e el
ol BT L e
= sib
2 e
e
R
O

The nitty gritty

There are cetain speciicsthat youll need to consider carefuly. Wil the
camer e pod o wlyou be Qong arheT WAl younesda o o trgh th i i 2gan 0

something important

and, unless you have the time - and an nderstanding minister
s extremely unlikely that youll get a second chance if you miss

Theres proably ot muchchance of geting te apey couple

tripod and dolly 10 get any acking shots?

‘Can you lignt the location successiully while keeping the
atmosphere natual and informal? Wl you need to coseqmic the man
‘cton because of excesive walfc, rcat children of animal noise?

How long do you need to set up in each locagon? Wil a second

toes right from the start, and to do this yauv planning and
organisation il ned 0 be imost iy s precion.

'Of course, there will aways be times when all your planning fall
apen, but f you'e dever, and rimbleminded, you'l be abe £ go
with the flow and keep shooting, unphased by some unexpected

whie the main action i being fimed
Lve events don' usualy offer much leeway for making mistakes

2
f you remember that Murphy's Law sttes that ‘Everything that
can gowrong, wil” then you should be prepared for anything,

Amiga Computing

NOVEMBER 1994

g Imagn<
where e sup forhght sources) Wl be
time youwil be shootng, find gut where
suitae power sockets a,loak for cam
posioons you Canusero get he varouss
youll need forthe production

Have the fofethought o work ot e s
of theiday, ow you et fiom A B i
fastes andsfest, way Decide vhether

effcet

“Théres o subsiute fof paning and
Gigansaton, noffater now youdolty
Remember hat theresnotring Worse e

o helpyoucover everythingi e Mosk ‘




o perfection

h enthaNce

NATURAL
LIGH]

CHURCH
AYOUT

TUTDORYS

Equipment
checklist

1 x Sony SVHS camcorde

An examplo of a smal checkiit. Always
mako sure totick of the equipment
when going to an from the focation

Contact me

Gary Whiteley can be contacte

mall s drgaz@cix compulink co Uk

And, by way of a shameless plug.
could also buy his 0
Video book (SEN 1698275 i
Future Publshing (Tel: 0225

or from any good bookshop

Whateyes you 0o, don' forget it one of

foundinhe toroughnes o our
planning researgty

R =
A PowER
POINT
o Q
A
IGHT PEWS
Powen
POINT
i NATURAL
H LIGHT
\ ¥ ¥ Day. andask
¥ ey
cover the cost
everyone ks abad name and nsead of job
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“glamorous
10 bellkiSohen long, alidging.
work. S0 keep everyining oncouse.
100 much stress and surprse en

yourtesuts - bj geting you

ight .

nng




—l READERS OFFERS

RELEASE THE POWER
AN AMIGA COMPUTING

THERE ARE NO
PRICE CHANGES
DUE TO CURRENT
MEMORY
SHORTAGES. THESE
ARE TODAY'S

PRICES| AVAILABLE

TODAY!
ALL MEMORY
BOARDS COME
COMPLETE WITH
FREE DISK Save on the P&P. Pick up your upgrade and save
INCLUDING on delivery charges. What's more, bring your
MEMORY computer with you and we will it your memory
upgrode and fest it for freel. Personl calles cre very
‘welcome but lease phone befor visiing fo confi he flem
you want 8 sfock. We have disobled access.

TEST
SOFTWARE.

THANKS TO THE HUGE BUYING POWER OF AMIGA COMPUTING WE CAN GIVE
OUR READERS THE CHEAPEST HIGH QUALITY AMIGA UPGRADES AND OTHER
ESSENTIAL ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR AMIGA.

guarantee.

8. We are here unfil 8pm every day
during the week.

9. 24 hour order hofline.

10. Because we only sell  few items, your
‘order will normally be supplied straight
from our sfocks.

11. Your credit or debit card will not be
processed ifthe ifem you order is not

Al the products offered by Compo have
been carefully selected by us as being the
best in their class. But top quality does not
mean fop price. Thanks fo our huge buying
Eower, we can deliver to our reugers the

in stock.
st products f the best prices 12. Experienced soles stoff e on hand for

when you oder o if you need cevice
belore placing an order,

Al memry bords ore poplated vith

memory.
Al memory boards ore individually
fested

Support from a top engineer is just

A superb
replacement
Amiga mouse.

This mouse is @ major enhancement because i

uses micro switches for the buttons.

mouse also has a much higher resolution -
280 dots per inch which means you need
much less desk space and you get @ much

finer control.

phone call away.

All memory upgrades are simple fo fit,
trap door upgrades - no soldering and
no need fo open your Amiga's case.

5. No minimum order and no credit card
surcharges.

Memory upgrades carry a five year

IS

~ o

warrany.
28 doy no-qibble money back

Amiga Computing
NOVEMBER 1994

TURBO DELIVERY

NEXT DAY DESPATCH
AVAILABLE FOR ORDERS

PLACED BY TELEPHONE
ONLY

POSTAGE AND PACKING
FOR TURl?g)E[gESPATCH
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READERS OFFERS

OF YOUR AMIGA WITH
MEMORY UPGRADE!

AMIGA A500

ot

Upgradeto IMb | Upgradeinc.Clock | Upgradeto 1.5Mb | Upgrade fo 2Mb Upgradeto 2Mb | Upgrade inc.Clock

ODOD

AMIGA A1200

Our A1200 upgrades come complete with clock and optional 25Mhz maths coprocessor.
They fit in the trap door and feature full 32bit Fast Ram.

Upgradeto AMb  Upgrade inc.Math ~ Upgrade fo 6Mb  Upgrade inc. Math

ios o as

D O

2
1 1
I 1
: Order by felephone by caling 04873 582 Mon to Fri 10am to 8pm / Sat 10am to 4pm.

ORDER HOTLINE J¥ i
1 2 Mouse. £7.99 | DelveryAddvess 1 | 0T T
04873 582 102 AS00 upgrode fo 1Mb. gy ———————— .
E s e mored o Mondey 51 = uwﬂd: ©o x?&; I dock gg | e i

il o e S cusTomeR DETAs ———— |
ﬁﬂmrﬂny”w:ﬂ '7»«"’"'»« 0 A500+ upgrade fo 2Mb. £2099 1 "““‘ME" L) :
Bt i g e £ AB00 upgrode fo 24, £22.99 | i s e o e wifenon T e o Crad Cord 1
nformation on the order form in the order it (2 A600 upgrade fo 2Mb inc.clock ... £27.99 | payment by this melhoc]. 1
appears. You might find it csier fo complete he | (1 A1200 upgrode fo 4Mb. £129.00 ‘ Telephone No: ( ) -
Sty orecling so ety conrood {0 A1200 g o b (Copol. £15400 | i
B L 25 4 oy b e e et Yo 1 2 A1200 upgmde 1o 6Mb. £189.00 | Credit Cord ~ 1
i, For v rcptof g phoos BT S62. 1 0 A1200 upgrade o 6Mb (Copro)..£21400 | - Nm 1
; Monday o Fiday between 100m and ép. 1 0 A1200 CoProcessor only. eyl EPTRE T T ey T T | :
COMPO |pe= :
1Y)\ P8P 1 len =£200 Svich e N, i
2 or more lfems = £3.00) ¢ ik '
COM Wi ignature 1
UNT3, GREEN FARM, ABBOTTS RPTON, - I e dost sl W TR T T i
HUNTINGDON, Caves PE17 27 [ e Lol Chees Pyoble o Conpo Sbwcre i
P - ——————————— 4
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dding panach

In the second part of our Scroller2 tutorial,
Steue White enplains how you can add
special effects to your tent creations

o spruce up your original
Tutorial text, we shall start by
using more than one font, Wel

alter the credit 50 that the job of

‘each person s in one font and ther name

isin another.

Todo ths, use the Edit Text screen's
Control Panel. When you iniially enter the
Edit Text screen the Control Panel s
invisble, 5o clck the ight mouse button
and itwill appear in the topright of e
screen. Clicking the right mouse button
again wil remove it and 50 0

The purpase of the Control Panel i to et
you access many of the Edit Text screens

screen. To get to the Font Selector irstclick
on the button labelled CR.CD at the bottom
Jeft of the Control Panel.

This will ake you into the Control Codes
screen - more on this lter, In the middle of
the Control Cades screen on the lef there s
abutton labelled Font Sefector, Ciick on it
and you will have made it into the Font

The Font Selector allows you to see all
the fonts currently available in memory and
then select one for use. If you lick on the.
‘down arfow at the bottom of the Font

all the fons. You should see that the
Rich0 font i highiighted as it s the font
currently n use. For the names in the
credits wel use Compactéé which is near
the bottom ofthe st though you can
use any other font you fike.

Toseect s font ek ontart it i

which key combination s required to
access itis also shown. To finish, dick on
the button labelled Ent a the top right of

e screen.
Scroller2 wil then go back to the Edit

Text screen where you should see that al

the text after and including the J in Joe

2yt You
wil see that the Control Panel is made up
of a grid of buttons which can al be clicked
on to achieve different functions

For our purposes we will use the Control
Panel to change the font used on all the
‘names in our credit. To do tis we must
move the cursor to the first letter of the text
we want to change.

s can be done by cicking on the
armow buttons in the Control Panel as they
operate identcally o the cursor keys. Use
them now to move the cursor o the leter J
in the name Joe Bloags on the second line.

Now we wil change the font. To do this
with the mouse use the Font Selector
which s accessed via the Control Codes

“Camera

“Joe Bloggs "5&

“Sound
Dave Smith

Lights
o con ol o ot o
asing tho Cir key.
m-m. ‘the right mouse button
rings up the Edit Toxt menu

Selector y scrol through

Key press: LshiftF3
4

JERE] [ESEI

NMEIEIEENIEZ

Let it roll

Bloggs has ¥

Camera

Joe Bloggs

Sound
Dave Smith

Lights
Sarah Jones

There are fonts galore in
difforent V1% qnd Sizes
suitable for every difforent

can complotely edit your text's sizs,
e nd formad with the Control Godes

the box with a small clock in it and the number 10].

Now weve fixed up the text lets make the credits roll
up the screen until they get to the Director's credit
‘where, in time-honoured fashion, we will pause the text
50 that Director - Stella Adams stops midway up the
5 et s o st s S Sy
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Press Esc to return to the main menu and then
test progress so far. The credits should scroll
use for a moment when they reach the Directors
credit. We can now add some better special effects.
Re-enter the Edit Text screen and make sure that the
Control Codes are visible. Move the cursor to
the Pause Code, open the Control Codes screen and
ct the first Fade Down symbol (a large arrow
2 box) and return to the main




Click on preset colour to select
ALUNG COLYR)
‘xrmx
jenea
ant

o SELECTOR
[ESE" MAIN MENU

Jhelp

S TTTRSSRR——

TUTORITA®

to Scrollerc

Select disk drive by clicking on symbols

DR

DFO

[T Load text
[FZ Save text
[¥3] Delete text
[F1 Format disk
51 Append text

[ESE] Main menu

Scroller Guide Part 2

st selected. As with most of the layout

Control Codes because they are used by
Scroller2

Wo may call upon It in the nxt issue.

i with 2
Control Cod 2,50, Joe

2 the ext from the current cursor posiion et They are even used to add specil
cnwards, Th reason for his fles within efects ke the fades and wipes we willbe
e dar mystey that i the concept of using ater in this twtorial
Scroler?
i w s AU
1w take the st four ines as an
exampl, we can see that on the st ine

ot the screen. The CC tells you that the isa Control Code to cente our tex,

Bloggs apwn . colour 2 (which is
currenty yellow]

Then, et ik s ey
line four starts with a Control Code to
change back to colour 1 - white.
Tnerefore, the word Sound appears in

white,
Try looking through the restof the credits
and working out whatis happening. Once
o

onand 19

Looking through your text you should see

atfots of
symbols have appeared throughout your

should now, you
been using Control Codes all along - €5
odes been able 10 see

Scroller? s very logical.

fal f
referred 10 by,
Al onurol Code.

e For example,

ke those on the screenshot.

The It boxes and symbols e caled becomes centred with 3 drop shadow I

menu.

Play the scroll with F1 and this time you should see
;e Director eredit first pause and then fade away. You
smould also see it re-appear again a moment later and

m
Ifyou have Understood the prindple

invisibl, simply pr
again and theywildissppear. AS you -
of Scroler2's Control €odes you will

omiiad vooling I s obviously not right, so we must

o
amother Pause Code - this el byt

we need to issue the Clear Screen Code (CLS).
These two extra codes will ensure that after a slight
ause (to allow the fade to take full effect) the screen
't peat of the

Add the extra codes now and view the < need o
extra codes that you have just added probably seem g
totally illogical. However, there is a g of e«h"ne Where wewanta

m. chan

When Scroller2 gets to the end of your title it "K “”PA d <‘“<“ joe BlogN
automatically resets things like font, colour and which We ws ar infor
Justification to its defaults. One of the other things that o R0, eonewn
i reset is the fade condition - I it were not reset and sarted wi
you hd o oplng e that nded with afade down; you To doithis,frst move the
Would only be able to see anything the first time weme
through. This is ecause the 4wet wod st be faded me selec
dow 13 o

“And that's it. In next month's issue we will be ISR RS
providing a reference for Scroller2 and some useful hints added 10 your t -

" wil only see i GOm0l Coces ame
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MAVERICK

MAIL ORDER INTO THE 21ST CENTURY

50 TOP AMIGA GAMES

FOR ONLY £9.99

POSTPAID!!

MANGA ® KISEKI ® CRUSADER ® ANIMANIA
ANIME PROJECTS ® ANIME UK ® WESTERN CONNECTION

| Some of these games MEGA-HITS
FUTURE SOFTWARE (AC)
8 Magnolia Park, Dunmurry,

Belfast BT17 0DS

ALL MAMGA VIDEOS AND MERCHANDISE IN STOCK

HoNE GUN CRERIT A
A eSO notine | g

0983 767 655 | mwem

i)

FREE CATALOGUE AVAILABLE .
2 '
All AMIGAS - 1 MEGABYTE MINIMUM! MAVERICK MAIL ORDER LTD
G i st POBOX 7, ROSS ON WYE, HEREFORDSHIRE, HR9 7YX.

Fast Despatch on orders. Ovelxeas add £2.00. TEL: 0989 767655 FAX: 0989 768563

" AN ALOG ‘ (@l Analogic Computers (UK) Ltd Telephone Won-h 9am-6.30pm

Unit 6, Ashway Centre -9am-5.00pm

Kingeon dponThames 081-546 9575

Surrey KT2 6HH Tel/Fax: 081-541 4671

D MONITOR
i u 'WA' T X3
AMIGA AS00 REPAIRS WITHOUT DIAGNOSTIC FEES
- FIXED CHARGES (A500 AND A500+ ONLY)

- FAST TURNAROUND s fora
 WANY COMPUTER REPAIRS DONE WHILE YOU WAIT imited peiod only
RVICE FOR REPAIRS FOR ONLY £6.00 + VAT

. QUOTATION ON AGGO/A1Z00 AND MONITOR REPAIRS

(ns00 &
AS00+
ONLY)

when dispatched back

£44.95

1 MEG 3.5" A500 Internal .
1 MEG 3.5" A600 Internal..
1 MEG 3.5" A1200 Internal

CHIPS AND SPARES

TS 1995 NOUSEMAT RKKSTART BOM Y13 e 2495 82751 NEG FATTER AGNUS 2995
512K RAM AS00+ 19.95 DUST COVER. KICKSTART ROM V2.04 29.95 8375 2 MEG FATTER AGNUS.34.95
| MEG RAM A500+ 34.95 SUPER PRO ZIPSTICK 9 KICKSTART ROM V2.05. 3495 PAULA. 1995
e 1455 10 BRANDED BLANK KG9 | | Asoas00. evsowi>4495 SAX 195
290 0P mowe 1495 10 UNGRANDED BLANK DIKS.5.95 | | AGOA1900 + KEVROARD. 6995 <556 fre
145 PNTER CBLE 595 |8 Amicarsy ros coom YA P ek 08

* All prices include VAT
* Same DAY DESPATCH subject to avallability

* we repair
B * Postage Charges: £3.50 by Royal Mailor £6.00 + VAT for courler




ostofthe time ARexx functions take
care of any memory allocations

required automatically an
ransparenty. Ahough rarely needed
= nomal script, there are, however, a number
¢ ways t0 explicty alocate system memory.
ant 10 et up a buffer

55 ARexx builtn GetSpace(]function
sddresssietspacelsize)

wnere size s the ize of the memory area you

want and adress i is address.
ARex:releases this memory automaticall

when the sciptterminates and 5o,

ty speaking, it i not necessar

10 explcily release memory acquired in

lower level memory handiing functions provided
as partof the rexisupport lbvary.

The AllocMemi)function provides control
way. over the type of memory being allocated. It uses
Tomy mind, o doyour pe of flags as g

ceaning up oeratons 3 b g 1 f
vales given in decmal form ke this

o nto trouble when working with other

anguages|. ARexx does in fact provide this Public Memory 1
P ok e s Chip Memory 2
et Fast Memory. 4
Clear Memory 65536

eladdresssize)

W e
experiman amoio he thin

presentin avariable,or perhy

e vypc \nd\(amvx

the purpose of the
you may well
this stage what a flag' s

more contol over the memory allocation process

flags are smply bits

‘Once youve got the hang of the genera princples, memory allocation s easy enough 10 do, but
embedding numbers in the way Ive jus described s 2 bad practice.

e space.
Alongword (four bytes) o memry an
therefore act a5  sore for up to 32 different
flag values

By convention, i a flag bit has the value 1,
then s said o be set (o truel, and i the bit
as the value O s sad to be dlea (or false].
The decimal form of combined flag values
always tends o hide the denty of the flags -
whatis needed is an appreciation of the state of
the underlying bis used to represent the
umbers.

e approch i my min 1 defiesome ko cnane, s fed varaie, ot a
constant vlues. Being a diehard C coder at hat,  tend to conventions ke thi

Ronr_n
o

151
v - e

With these definitions in place your scripts can then use expressions such
CIDIVENF_ CLEARCZDIMENF_CHP| to add he required lag values together, and then us the
02 o o he cquln o e g e o ne Al rcion
the C2DI) and D2C( converson functons make the expressions  lte more
B e i e
which makes e very e which fags re being se.
Look for intance at th folowing two expressons. Th second cal, despte the fact tht 5 2
it more complx. leaves you in no doub that 1000 bytes of clared chip memory are being
alocaed:

AULochent1000,2¢(6583642))
AULochen(1000,25{C2OUNENT_CLEND S0 ENT_CATP)))

When you experiment with these types of functions and want to view the flag values being
produced, you can always use the C2X( function to produce the hexadecimal output. For instance
the satement:

Say COLCRERE_CHIP)SCOLCRENE_CLERT)

produces an output value of 010002 hex, confirming that the chip memory and cleared memory
fags e being corecty st n ne rewmnq sing

allocation is concened, a
number of standard flag values are provided in
the exec/memory.h and memory. system

ot need to concem
themselves with these fles, except for the fact
thatthey must use the standard mem
atribute flag values when alocating memory
because the system functions expect tis)

The bit positon definitons of the most.
common memory atrbute flags in binary form
are as follows:

RENF_PUBLIC 000D 0000 0000 00CD 0000 0000
0000 d00¢
NENF_Ca1P 0000 00RO 0000 0000 0060 0040 0000

WENF_FAST 0000 0000 0000 0000 0000 0000 0000
ol
HENF_CLEARDADD 0000 6000 0001 00RO 0000 0400
Ly

Translated to ARexx hex form these become:
NENE_PUBLIC 100000001«
NP 0000002 s
AR FRST '
NECLENR OO010000's

+0000000¢

{). i i the responsibilty of
ater use,an i i done using th recupport vary Freebem() funcion.
As far as using allocated memory i concemed, data can be wrien o memory locations using
the butin Storage(]or Export] functions.
Simiry, mport)
it these memory readAwrie functions next monih.

o retum memory

suing. Il

youd need
aflag value of 00000002 To alocate and
210 8 particular memory block.jst add
the appropriate memory type and memory
cear flags together The string 00010002
forinstance would alocateceared chip
memory

Amiga Computing
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Don't let
AReit allocate
memary for
you, get in
tontrol. Paul
Dueraa shows
you how



At Last?

A double-decker that won't keep you waiting.

Introducing

s D
Dual, High-Density Floppy Drive

® More storage than any other Amiga floppy
ind 2Mb extended for

Works it of Amigs e Kekat 1 2o hghr, 1 p i
el o/ i It is the most important and singularly useful

mats and Up to approk. 2 (DD) or 4Mb. @ Reads and writes FC cisks o any Amiga. product I have seen since Amiga Shopper
copier.  began. "~ Amiga Shopper  January 1994
Faster th any £
 Viorkoench 50, 0CFS T e (KCksarts ® Low-peomet conmp COMPARISON BY FEATURE

o oAl ot ol atehed 1 Aiga. Foatures Comptior [T

2 orbon
and disk capacities: 880K, 1.76Mb, OFS, FFS. s | Bwtwns

etc. Fully compatble with the A4000' high:

ty diss. Express, Cyclone and Cyclone T2 Yes - all Amigas
@ Buitin protection against bootblock viuses. @ Developed in the Netherlands by Kolff Ve - on Amia
Autoboot feature with all Kickstarts. Somputer: Sunellen (producercf the Mg s
Compatiole with the KCS Power PC Board. acclaimed KCS Power ¢ Board, Yes - i Amgas

P( Emulation - at a giveaway price!
Power PC Emuator s

STILL AVAILABLE!
THE ORIGINAL KCS POWER
'CARTRIDGE FOR THE 64

IDEAL GIFT ### Only £19.50
Bitcon Devices Limited, 88 Bewick Road, Gateshead, Tyne and Wear NE8 1RS
'I‘¢I. 0191 l90 1919 Fal(' 0191 190 1918 =
2 ver Al -

COOMBE VALLEY SOFTWARE

EDUCATION ADVENTURES AUDIO GALLERY

Written by expenenced teachers Audio Gallery, from Fairbrothers Inc., brings a for-
MATHS DRAGONS. Ages 51 eign language to life.

e Ll '{:‘.,:{,,,. i ey ok ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, ITALIAN, PORTUGUESE,
e Lo J s SPANISH - £35.95

REASOMING WiTH TROUS Ager 512 o itenn  CHINESE, JAPANESE, KOREAN, RUSSIAN - £39.95
S ol o o s ey s ks

o é:m‘::‘t“uz"‘ e e T b S o R g s
l’?,‘:y,h‘:?;',_' e r iy o g0y b, r b o g s o e e g

.o SPECTACULAR s on it The concpt i ks, o dor
wonder 7| e,

ol
LAl | v sk by e Gmount of voco rind 1 stead e word

Tine s, Ages 513 !
T Tt S o oy gyt i e o 0o ey it e savs
Vol Yo e e ot oo o of Sty e Tk e SV LT el R

cAVE MAZE. Ages o v e .
Rttt o sgiy ke cge rong. You how bekiedod ks hugry nd
b ok, iy ohler e foog. Yo hor bebiered o purary o oMY+ iy viinl idea s  re g Faisbrabers . in the US hos cpporeny achieved the
U itk et o plein. T SR
ages 7-10 o
B o L o B e T o & o
Vhic o plaar it ok out e facion oo anower Ersiher word o pumber * All words and phrases Fully Digitized Speech
FRACTION GOBLINS. Ages 8-13+ * Includes Dictionary, Pronunciation Guide, Quixzes

25 % 25-30 Topics such as Weather, Numbers,

* 7-8 Disk Set - For the Student, Travel

Coombe Valley Software * 18 Nelson Close * Teignmouth * Devon * T014 SNH
‘Tel: 0626 779695

‘Send SAE for details. Send 50p or disc for demo. Please specify your computer and software in which you are interested.

2
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e Leicesterbased company
must be one of the most
establshed Amiga users in
e business, Formed eight years
30 and primarly concentrating it
sances on a video camera and
ecorder, Aernative began ife as 2
ery small fledging video company
neaded by two partners, Clve Worden
and Stwart Hicking
Afer two years of various videography

We realsed that we were paying 50
much everytime we went (0 a facilty
0 get iles put 00 10 3 video afd
decided that the Amiga would be a
costeffective way of doing it 50 we.
bought a 2000

Buo continues; | thought it was.
eally amazing - It as only @ 68000-

ased 2000 with 3 megs of ram i it

Icudedwith e machne was e uss Dpa

rowings 1 ot cbsesed i Videoscape 10
pasically.

s the company grew 50 dd the computer
graphicsside of the operation. Videos began to
feature more and more animations and effects

‘Alterative Image were one of the fist buyers
of Commodore's 020 cards fo the 2000 and
added more memory and larger hard drives to
cope with the increase in computerelated work.

Next on the shopping Ist were more 20005
and a single 3000 for rendering purposes only.
sioned o thelackof a 4000 n ther

Blissful

2000, with the average spec for each including
an 040 acceleratorcard (nearly twice as fastas a
4000 040], 3¢ megs of ram and a 500 meg hard
drive - Just ke a work staton plus 8 24bit
graphics card.

On the software side, things have moved on

somewhat “As graphics

The basic 4000 st
ae fly 24-bit aready, there’s o, e
nhaving the machine

Their currentsetup indudes four Amiga

[ 4 sisanty descende to the bt
 datised, sereamingfecor

‘Resl 30 v2
72 vidoo camersfor the faces

became more more and
more people wanted wamumxeu sulfso that
side just grew and gre

o Abprs mage P B, Inogne
Real 30 v2 and VistaPro, s wel as Forge and
Essence texturing make up the current 00is for
graphic creation.

PROJECTS

Some of Aemative’s more fecent computer
work has been incuded in projects for Walkers
Crisps, Caterpilr UK, Crookes HealinCare and
various ftness videos

They have also dabbled in pop videos and the
XX techno video seres that features various
animations accompanied by rave musc.

moment, they are working on a secret

project that Henri claims will be "something that
hasn't been done before. Take a look at some of
the graphics on this page and youl see that the
undenwraps 24-bit nteractive game s looking
rather special. Expect a full report rom Amiga

Commodore complaints

unmon

A computerisnd ight ovr s landscape

Computing as so0n a5 we are able to release.
more details, As forthe future, it would seem that

Alterative Image's steady climb to success eight
years ago

While the recession did hit hard and employees.
were laid o, freelancers now form a vita part of
the company structure and people like YuriLarge,
another staf member, and Martin By, a highly
respectd magine rts om0 30d 0 e

audible range. | never

ihe oncoming

intothe dwsior

you couldnt

beleve "
Indeed.

that sees the finshed result thinks s marvelous.”

Henri o
years is to create an animation feature using
computer graphics exclusively.

He also has plans to move on to the much
heralded LightWave at some pointf he's
convinced that its as good as everyone keeps

teling him. Looks i another saje for NewTek.
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INSIGHT:DINOSAURS s the second title in the INSIGHT series, a lavishl

whole family, produced in a concise, easy 1o read style whicl
used for reference and browsing alike,

A comprehensive A-Z section gives in depth information oft
| dinosaurs from Allosaurus to Velociraptors
Life of the Dinosaurs covers Anatomy, Attack And Defe
Camivores, Climate, Pack Hunters, Lone Hunters, Herd
Desc nis m
World of the Dinosau

e e
‘can be achieved with mult A S e
original promotional disc cor e T

MORE INFORMATION OF PLACE AN ORDER PLEASE CALL O FAX
(Y BURGE ON TEL0455.556262 FAX.OSS 556385

PAYMENT BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER, SORRY NO CREDIT CARDS

of PLEASE ALLOW 26 DAYS FOR DELIVERY - USUALLY WITHIN 48 HOURS.

tonica multimedia. 1 THE TERRACE, MGH STREET, LUTTERWORTH, LEICS, UK, LE17 48A.




1 sequencers provide ediing facities

e te Ediing s usualy taken o mean making
s 10 rack o sequence data after i has been
e, In practice, the user a0 has some control

the type of data o be recorded and the
y tht eisting rack/sequence data shoukd
myed

e UsLal aangement s tha the sequencer wil
e 3 special global parameters page, orIst of
e optons, whose setings il govern the way

ersnously 1oop through an Nebar sequence or ot
wds00n

Other settings may invole things ike being able
 rotect 2 i chanel fom being transposed,
tomaticaly sending Midi sart messages, or
rting gaps between groups of messages which

-~ Letting
it right

sackets of Mid cata.

1n 2ddition o all s, there may be any number of
srevecord and postrecord parameters and effcts
wnich can be selected.

‘Sequencers ke Bars
& Pipes Pro provide
ol is wellworth mentoning: Pre-ecord
actualy
sored inthe racs erces. Postecort
s ey Gl sis asts
is

rus remap controller umbers o

parvcur
in this respec),

44 Midi message fitering and remapping: There area

particar eq
= occasions when it usefulto be ableto restit e Prerecord ype. I, for exampl. you dedded to

program-change messages, you would ot prevent

B s L programchange messages, any track data

Similry, its often hancl to b able 0 ask the

quencer ooy crta ypes o vt e gy PO9FMERaNge mesages t any progr-
& change pr

rof

Most
cord eflect, bt usualy mich ore n be gone, 127 0P anc Dr T Tiger b Music X exc, all

sequence but even though they ended up being
present,

spped over .. gnore) when th dta was
Played back
MESSAGES

 Tetigdieeredfcorel e b s

L

+ One,fornstance, has a et Fiter foe sk
spton which allows; mary other types of M cttis Rl e
messagestobe iere and/or modifed. fe -
Note rvof, poyphoni aftertouch, program
<range, pichbend, and ana SOred

Repeat performance

At the highest level you can, if you make a mistake while you are recording oo
masterpiece, delete the track or sequence and start again - recording, and re
il whatever It is that you are trying to play sounds perfect for a5 near perfect as you

need it].

Sometimes, if you've made a complete hash of it, that's probably the easiest thing to do
anyway! Usually things are not quite that bad and you simply find yourself In a situation
whereby most of what you've played sounds fine - but there are Just a few places wher
silps have been made. Wouldn't it be nice if it were possible to go back and change those
bits that weren't quite right.

Nowadays, of course, you can and with a sequencer It is actually possible o look at the
individual notes i the trck o sequence, remove onesthat shouldn be there, add notes

Han
version’ will sound the way you wanted it to sound in the first pum

st g ol e 4 X
e as fa s the elminaion of the torage of
unnecessary information s concerned (used 1o be.
handy on machines wh

el 412
SR p e
commerdial sequercers have become

il

o s im0
everything and then decide,rtrospectivel, what
ks 1 e ket an it o e
discarded.
Sequencer One, forinstance, includesfacitesfor
selectively stipping out partic
jven tack. Again, most sequencers offer simiar
facilves and with some t s posble not oy o trp.
events, but o divertthose islated events 0 another
rack
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shows you
how to edit
your Sequences




REGULAR

5 EE
UNTIL DAY OF DESPATCH () &7 GIVEAWAYS WHEN YOU
AMCO11/5C, UNIT 3, CROSS KEYS SHOPPING MALL, ST NEOTS, CAMBRIDGESHIRE, PE19 2AU. 'u' ’IOM nl“u
TELEPHONE ORDER LINE: 0908 379550 FAX: 0908 277142
AMIGA TITLES DIRECTS BEST SEL|

FRONTIER MORTAL
(ELITE 2) . KOMBAT

£19.99 P2

CANNON BENEATH
FODDER iy STEEL SKY

*FREE*FREE® WHEN YOU SPEND £30 OR MORE ON AMIGA GAMES YOU RECEIVE A FREE GAME *FREE*FREE"
C€D32 TITLES !DUCA'IONAI.
ow o ek s

s i —
4 i M 7 o4
WE WILL MATCH PRICES!! "NEVER BEEN BEATEN!! TRY USI!

Please charge my Access/Visa No: 1000 0000 0000 0000 Please make cheques & PO's
ORDER FORM 'miieem Expiry Date: 003 / 00 payable to:
o i DIRECT SOFTWARE LTD, ANCO11/SC, T 3
Please supply me by g for Z:EF- CROSS KEYS SHOPPING MALL . NEOTS,
£ epoer: ADODECS. ‘CAMBRIDGESHRE. PE19 24U,
Titles Price POST AND PACKING
UK MAINLAND = Free
f 2100 P ITEm
POST CODE: 08 CATouE "?(fao’; i A AR st
Fﬂasr TPAGHIG TEL: i g A AR
TOTAL ® o e a omce, 14 B E SLEASE Al1ow FoR CHFGUR CLtsnmm
AMIGA COMPUTING MOYVEMBER '9 $5 il MNP AHES




here comes atime i every mans fe
when he realises he has a spiiual side.
No, m ot going 1o tat chanting
[Sere seems to be a tread funning through a lot
ryone has a number of mystic

ensuring that as many people as possible get s
Seneic o ther ideais.

Some people just collct 0dd belels and add
e to the growing number of weird and
wonderful fles you can read on the Net.

The most interesting stuff s centred around the

r

compete with the very reigons they are set up t0

imic
Discordanism s one of them, and the Church
of the SubGenius s another. Other tuffi just 0dd.

and other

On the

pther side

peopie on the Net are to be found i

Anowledge with nowhere else t0 go, lie g
nformation about UFO contactees, JFK theories 2
s Slack. discordia is the.
Discorcians, and lluminat s based on the

colour or another

You can loosely categorise the mystical aspects

ofthe Net into these groups:

excellent reiious/poitical conspiracy theories of
Robert Anton Wison. Great suff. You might also

© bigh Weicness bidadiis
@ Word elgons
 Bogus Feigons
e Science Inthe drecory:/pu/subgenis as s abo s
 Conspiracy Theory some very good SubGenius stuf, incuding the
ouR0s infamous SG newsiter
@ agic and Occut
@ World Reigions - fyou want 1 know more
o e g e vona
kg g fancy hereare e
o e ok o pe
oo 7t 15 st fscinatg and
el it e e ke skl ot stetison ity
asse

S0 here i a roundup of various bis and bobs
ve been reading over the past few weeks. Most
soutces cite other sources, o by copping a feed to
one source you are connected 1o other sources of
info at the same time.

@ Bogus Religions - he best chat about bogus
reigion, and also some of the funniest and oddest

for ovorybody.

[ e e sometting
on the end of the phone

stnliion,
alt

m

% ‘

P R

talkreligion.aise
st

Obviously, making people in the Satanism
newsgroup mad with youis o to be:
recommended.

@ UFOs - ifyou've been abducted by aliens, then

and then.. wait, what was that funny noise
outside?

@ High Weirdness - the utimate guide 10 high
weitdness on the Net i the High Weirdness By
Emal quide, avalabl by anon FTP from

colopoke.alh.senf harris. o

among others. Usually to be found in the
directory

Ipsblueinénesslueied?_t.doc

Look out aso for weird2.1.5up,  supplement to
the guide.

@ Magic, Magick, and other Occult Stuff -
eye of newt and toe of bat. ah yes, the black ars.
Lets cast an eye nto the crysta ball and see what
foats to the top, eh?

o find texts and documents by the completely
bat's ass Aliser Crowley, you need only FTP
o

<slopake.aln.sent barriseon>
inthe directory:
b/ angf b magick rontey

Ao try the Wiretap Gopher, one of the best
Sourcesfor harchto-getinfo, by gopher on:

wiretap.spies.con
and check out the Occulfstngs.

@ Weird Science - the odd, bizare worid of

in
\witha group ofemnded ndviduals:

a
At paranetscience
st paranet skeptic
Altiparanet uf

Obviously f you can't get a Usenet fed in Alpha
Centauri,then you'e stufed.

@ Conspiracy - just because you'e paranaic,

ooking for direcions. For solace, and even
things to get woried about, ty these newsgroups:

st conspiracy
altaindeontrol

you. Perpetual motion machines forgotten
patents, suppressed information. You'lfind it al
here

nteested in cyonics? Wel gt you hence by
anonymous FIP 1o
it
i the drectry:
Iubluseetaeusnsuersspencs-fanl*

and all will be revealed. I might be an dea to
wear a good stout acket, because its abit cold in

Try also a gopher to

wirets.

the standard repository for 0dd info,

a Computing
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APC...

.but you don't have to.

You don't have to let multi-processing options pass you by Risc PC also
You don't have to miss out on the radical opportunities of options, so your
RISC technology.

Because you can now buy a Risc PC.

Sure, it will handle all the predictable stuff. D indows, ATM. No problems
Chicago, vell, LAN Manager, DTP, Spreadsheets, CD-RO] And it lif eo and sound capability to new heights

ua v
Risc PC

Welcome to Risc PC from Acom. The new generation of personal computing.

2comn wono mrommarion rack 0800 678 888 Acorn

i
€




essing about with screen colours s 3 bit
of a chore in Amos, as the program lacks
anyreall smple palete or olour
maripulation tools. Mostly you have to esort to
s and tps which other people have coded
fich i exactly where tis e beauty fom Marc
¥l comes i
But i s doubly fiencish, as Marc has figured
2 way to sirobe the background colour on an
Amos screen, and does it very elegantly
The code i a really good example of how to
weak colours in a user riendly way. Its aso
Jing extensive use of PROC, which as anyone
1o knows me wil el you | prefer notto use, but
jood nonetheless
What? What do | use instead of PROCS? Wy
b routines o course. Call me oid fashioned but
wibroutines work faster and are easir to debug
PROCS need global variabis to be set and other
i e that. Thats just my idea, and the other
2y works ust as well. Anyway, back to Marc's

First a global variable assign:
lobel cohex

meaning that the variable CBACK can be used by all

ther parts of the program, incuding any PROCS

Next we tel the program that CBACK i equal o
10 n hex

o

ine. We're obviously going to do a e bi of
nexadecimal work here. Next a e looping
sncture to control the acton:

s calls the CB procedure, then retwns and cals it
over and over untl your eyes cross
o il e roceure
Pracadure G300

Fist define i, then dimension your arrays, two of
them G and R

bin 8D, 6(2)

Then we do alte fine shuffing ofthe colours

i

The modis a mathematicalterm which enables us

Monitor it

Obviously if you're running Easy Amos or

Load IFF, but that is simple to do. Enjoy!

Fade to

backs

See how
AMOS

loves to

1o cyde a variabl through a repettive series of
values. It stands for modulo and wortks
returing the remainder

50 for example A= mod C s the same as A<8:
IB/C)*C. This sounds compicated but i really
isn. it does however produce 2 number of
Interesting effects ke alowing you to toggle
between two values.

as Aincreases In value, 8 mod C creates a

series f numbers anging from 0 to C-1. Anyway,
back to the program. Having pumped your seres
of numbers to get anice useful sries of sem
fandom numbers under 4096, you then set the
100p in motion

repeat un

Reseat
1 60P0) The b 60)
i

This looks atthe numbers youve created, sorts
them, and INCs and DECS the fna figures
accordingly. Lasty, the figures are fed to a Colour

 command, which cyces the colour of the
background in a pleasing way:

Golour Sack(GDABHEIERID) View
Then wait abit

wit 2

And cary on untl a certan ccumstance exits
L (RIS T2 CBkeD
Then you can end the PROC
it 1

e you e 2 ice il progn,
but the maths s a it complic

Try pulfing out the mod part ol A638
and running it as  I00p 50 you can see how the.
program generatesits numbers and therefore
how it uses them.

1t easy 1o do his, as you simply add a status
fine into the program after each mod line, ke s0

A

Print BO)5" - A1)} - A2
and the same for the G array, and as the.
program runs il print out the figures which
created that event.

Write stuff

1fyou have an Amos question,or 3 routine youd
ke 10 share wit the word,then please wrie (o
Phil South, AMOS Column, Amiga Computing,
Europa House, Adiington Park, Macclesfeld,
SKI04NP.
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artworks T |
CLIP ART

Express PD Galore

The Amiga PD & Shareware CD

Soction 1: Inclodes @ manu inerface wth tearch fadity for
wore

ey m..m s ho best
a avaiabe for

bl uch more , 2.1, 3.
under licence ll colour WB for WII/J users). Ouv only
£19.99! Works on (DW/A57WCDIOM Players with drlv-u
Support disk will be released Dec

‘Magazine Business Centre, 11 Newarke Street, Leicester LE1 555
Tel: 0533 559711 Fax: 0533 470118
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm, Saturday till 2pm
Post & Packing: UK 05, UK Recorid Deivry £1.35. Eupe 250, ROV £30

TTooven Somon e e o e P

Please make cheques/PO's payabla o ARTWORKS.
(Dopt AmC) Pondside m,.,.m. Uicsby, 5 Humbersice

503 BIBIOINT SIER

[
H&%gggg

41 DISKS 500 Fonts) £34.99 "
choose trom 4

RR
Q imu:i*em
‘]‘!vlﬁ:cno
m@m [o]u's]¢]

mowmm\mem
StarStruck
SALTER

ng oA
ol .‘
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) orforeign charactrs that you absolutely
without, or, as s the case with many
RO B g o s e
) sn' ther
hat can you v dor el youanbuya
font that contains everythi

4 and this will set you back perhaps £30 - or
e five ot six times tht ifyou have 1o buy an
beere amily

Ateratively, you could invest in TypeSmlm G
[ o ey i s
cugh the steps required with a rea
ample: the Times Bold CG font on o ks

0
Luckly for us, the standard Workbench

1 5imes font does have fration symbols, S0 we
2 pinch them from that.

IMPORT

e fs o s t run TypeSmith and impor he
<GTimesfo le from FONTS: bt outines,
‘wen import e Times Bold b e fiom CGForts:
35 one wil ome in with CS Tmes Bold s the

‘Organise the two windows on the screen so
at they are both visible and you can see a ull

enaracter in both. Click i the CG Times window
30 select Show Overview from the View men

1] Bont forge togive your

nd press RighiAMiga-C to copy that character to
ihe clipboard. Now dose that overview, cick n CS.

‘Stop 2: pasto the quarter symbol from
clipboard into the CS Times Bold font

that font.

Lo

ame e |
andhicol

mm ‘and press RightAmigay to paste in the.
‘quarter symbol. Do the same for the other

the ight o the quarter symbol. Do the same for

e character so that s 1 Eptunt feet

. Note that

ractons i you ke font P mmvy
Righ. e final step

Workbench (G d weird

ouseit. in,

appearance
Double cick on the quarter symbol n the €S better fit the design of a bold font.
pe a

And thats i Althats lft s to alter our ot

i the points, then select

of zero, 5o the it hing g

Times Bold font.

IDENTITY

S0 select Font Atributes from the Edit menu

All ouer again

the orginal Tmes-

FulName to CSTimesBoldQTR, and change the
Font ID number to, say 999 - nothing much on

the Amiga uses thisfont ID number, but it would
be wise to change it anyway, create your own 1D

the font will become aimost alf a megabyte big and fail to dispay.

system i you
the Font Atributes window (leave the copyright
‘message alonel] and hit OK to finish,

You can type the new quarter symbol i ProPage in two ways: ether press AL, or hold down the
Keypad - g quarter syn
ProPages characterset.

ook S8R e e e

The half symbol s number 189, three-quarterss 190.
g chardata fl in the CGFonts: drawer )

ge. For
= 2ke dont averwrit e ok Times:

other| Times

-cally nt

these don' have the @ “at” symbol n them, which agai
Workbenchis CGTimes font.

e etz of s new font wi b aute o
Thats

play, il

you
aimost certainly be because you forgot to give it a width i Typesimith.

becosein themporespor process TypeSits

[Amiga Computing]
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READER OFFERS

AMI

COMPUTING :n‘m:mw“ 73@,21‘
C

—=

PRO-PUNTER 2 PLUS
DO YOU WANT TO INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF
WINNING ON THE HORSES? THEN LOOK NO FURTHER

Indpdet conporv s e et P .
A bty i e

b ke e

ner

m?mf;mhmw
ot e o
>2 Plus]
el ol
o w-n.nm..mmuw».um.,m.m
et o
ket et et
o b ol et
e

357 1275

et ot i
noddtonto U fohres,ro e 2 o M(wm/ i ds o

oy s, oo
o

| TURBO TOUCH JOYPAD |

e e
o g o o s e e v This new product ufilses the

B il Aotk o boerdiogoncl ol vl best thermal ink available and

01 i) e e i g is suitable most leading

oo caser o control and more fun fo play. The Turbo inkjet/bublejet cartridges.

Touch 360 i e denion o canrol ond Eoe Kt cokns & Sp by,
S Step instruction leaflet.

Fikmlg Syringe with blunt

TURPG
TouH Contents will fill most cartridges
twice or more.
Gives th Quality, Extra
Reined High Densiy Hack &

151..5 produd is sfe, Clean and
0
Avmlable in both Black &

The sy vay o el o ety cumges

10 OUT OF 10 ENGLISH

10 OUT OF 10 MATHS (NUMBER)

o i 106y Tt sl g | | Forchidn 6116y W Dic
suitoble for o wide range of oges and bilites. They are ded lovels gt ‘multiple levels of floppy discs ot o pocket money price.
et ot e Bl ooy, T htelind by b et e

Sombinaion, They or highty ecommended for boh G Enghoh ,dwmgw‘ it

home and school v voranieed fo suso ‘whist reining th smort opperance of @ wallet or
o oy p il o oyl ol
el outets. Avaloble in black or grey.




| AUVIRGA Bagl lssuss & Binder

If you've missed any of these lssues, now's your chance to put things right, by either buying an
individual issue or a full six months' worth. But hurry - stocks are limited!

o Survival quide o o alg

ow Aniga e Word rocesso round- Vit ety e Tt Samprs sl i ooy
232 0 MiiGen Pro. FREE Sovare ecydopedi papebackbook 0 205KS e et & e
O 2 0ISKS:Qrtentick T, Hamoni s Seqvence ALUED 3t 570 Vi ()R See

! £ T Bee
| Akt koot e ‘to monitors. Reviews of Vidi Amiga 24 RT. Humanoids. BJ600 and ten years? Also, reviews of Helm, AMax Mac emulator, A123
e e M S S 0 Stas socslrtr TocT 1.1 ound cr, and 091 SGS
et raph (ON 2 DISKS: KindWords 3, a complete wysiwyg word proces
‘ W 2015KS: e Pulsher o RBscap oo VALUED o 40 e G i Sty ang et

|| oot e s e i ‘Th iformation highway and where e Amiga s in. \xwﬂw;::

| otz e Pl vews f T8 s, Woworh 30, Moiame e ShoR 18 s amoany st Turbo,CiriSSAth animator pckage, the Tabby graphics bt
Viostige Pro i e ACE et e oS i, and Lara.
e mwm“ﬂmmw et o S e ko0

ER

Price  Order
Decemter 19931235 gk 5 9
5° disk

iy 160k 2135 ik

February mwmnn disk
March 1994
o Tl 19941235 disk

SEPTEMB
OCTOBER

Wi |

s
" Plus: Forge, Pyromana, Picasso

! Viicior DY ol 0 pkIog & ha s and Patlo, TEL: 051-357 1275

! Plus

worth €60 HamLabPlus.
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(the full product) at £51.50
Dellverto...
Name (MrMrs/MissMs)

Posteode

1wish o pay b

Daytime

[ Credit Card (Visa/Mastercard)
| e

Please allow 28 days for delivery

Cardo. [

30 Tentures order form
Ploase send me Altemative 3D Textures Vol 3

Address —— ol

[T

oy
o et €100, 0234

i 50, 1M, oy, o, €150, T 031660 2191
O Ao nd ol rogres. W s 2. T 071738
s
 Compite AR0OU0 S T 081 488 212
Nt 0 1 02551
s it et o,
20010450, 400 C%, g o Mok, 175
e 00

ot share. 50 T

8712010y 0k e 1 e 52
]
50 G gt

15t

@AM g sk Coct Pk 5 Lockon R W
Yori na

0 AROOURD oo wored i, Srre i T ke
27721019
o
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e S com AN

c o €150 T 0234 B35

owerrsz
it 2500wk 2.0 e 30

SO0 vt 4 AT
e T 0972 83748
g3 7 s
o0

s,
oAz s0 IO o, bk, o
e, 475 7 0708 474864

Sl 6 bl ook, €1, V65
T 0202 435540

m T
e, A AR 10w . Coh pl Tk 0602
Sur

o azcopmo
St o 43206 s COROM

ot S 200 s Games, g, €160
o T 0550810277

7000 Tk 082

OA1200 120D 1942 ok, o e sfvare, 5
o T 066292203

Name

Address

Postcode

Telephone.

Signed

gss should be made payable to * Amiga Computing”

i

Send to: AC Classifieds, Europa House, Adiington Park, Macclesfield K10 4NP

ot g e s of

Remember to include your
‘hone number/address in the

advert as wellas on the form!

Fax: 053

Telephone

(] ChequelPostal Order payable to Allrnatve Image, 6 Lothalr Foad, Leicester LE2 70B

Expirycate [ ]

i)

You can order by card on:
Tel: 0533-440 041
440 650

Amiga Com
NO\/EMEEH 904

]
Apologies to our readers and The Soft
Alternative but we made a mistake on the
upgrade coupon for the Alternative 3D

e price is not £21.50 but




= Order hotline. 0793 490988
- \E S8

. |

Professwnal Clipart, Fonts, Objects & Sounds for all Amigas

SOUND FX
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Real Time Clock
A1200/A600/AS00
tery-backed clock measures just 7 x 6 x

el port (keeping
W incorporates a throughport enabling all
other peripherals to be used.
It comes complete with a disk containing some useful utilities,

Dol includinga calendar/diary program with a multiple alarm facliy
o i o ] Now just: 13,99 inc var (plus 51 pip)
T Supply
e it i Sttt o [
e T ettt =

K @ ¢ make cheques/PO pays
| 7 svmonsor oo oy e D13 5 ——y—

This compact
In is

your warranty intact),

JFAST AMIGA REPAIRS

sham, Avon BS18 2DR
FAULTY TROUBLESOME COMPUTER 2?2

Tel: (0272) 400805
SEND OR DELIVER TO THE EXPERTS FOR FAST RELIABLE REPAIR OF YOUR BELOVED AMIGA 500

for onLy £44.00 INC,-

COLLECTION SERVICE
VAILABLE

DRIVE OR KEYBOARD REPLACEMENT +£10

EXCHANGE SERVICE
MODULATORS
PSU.. s.so

A600, 1200, 1500,

2000, 3000 + 4000 ANYWHERE IN UK.
5% FREE QUOTATION * £5 EACH WAY

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REFUSE ANY M

4‘%

FAST COMPUTER SERVICES, TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON SE1 2HG - TEL: 071 252 3553

AMIGA ADVE RS' INDEX
G/ ADVERTISERS

17 Bit SOftware...... Fast Computer Service: 154 Microvitec

1t Computer Centre......74, 108, 109 Five Star PD .90 Northern Amiga Users Grp.... 55
Analogic........... qure Software 138  Optonica 142
Artworks ms GT. 64 Owl Associates 105
BAK Distribution 130 Gaslemer 69 PD Drome 126
Bitcon Devices 140  Gordon Harwoods ....................38,39  PD SOft .....oooooovovovvvvornn 89
Blittersoft 30 47 power Computing 13, IBC
Brian Fowler Comp 58 GV Broad Enterprises....... 130 premier Mail Order 105
Bus Stop PD 130 Hagars Electronics 180/ BrarsterVision

Capri CD Distribution 130 HIQ o8 b

Compo Software 34,135  HiSoft, G
Coombe Valley Software.............140  Hornesoft PD................... 180 oo1actafont Compan:

Dart Computer Service: 4 ICPUG 1808 pey

Delta Pi Software v 84 NG DireCt Ml ...........FC, 3, 18 ¢ g
Deltrax PD............. 98,99 Jorvik Computers © 3130 Siren Softare ...
Direct Computer Supplie: 0 Kew=1l 130 Softwood Products 48,49
Direct Software 144 Kontax 3. Spectal Reserve e BT
Easy PD 82 KUMA Books Ltd 130  Switchsoft, o154
EM Camputaroraghic, 76,77  Kyte Products Total Computers Suppliers............85
Epic Marketing... 80,81,153  Ladbroke Trevan Design 64
ESP 115 Lazycat PD Trilogic............. 42
Eurolmage 130 Lol P 105
Europress Direct 150,151  Maverick Mail Order. 138 Weird Science 11
Europress Software 36 Megasoft. 130 Technology 122,123
Express Pd 148 Micro Mania 44 Wizard Game: 4
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RAM upgradable to 128MB*
Full Kickstart remapping**

Optional SCSI-11 adaptor

68882 Maths Co-processor

On-board battery backed clock
Instruction & Data burst modes

Much faster than an Amiga 4000/040*+*

< Only n Vs 850 *+0nly n Ve W50

“Only g Vper 407

Vipr 68030 Series @

VIPER 28
Full 030 with MMU at 28MHz FPU upto SOMtz
Bareboard .......... £149
AMB28MHZFPU ...............£299
4MB 33MHZEPU ...............£359
4MB 40Milz FPU £379
AMB SOMHz FPU . .. £399

VIPER 40
Full 030 with MMU at 40MHz FPU upto 50MHz
Bare board 219
4MB 20MHz FPU ... £369
AMB 33MHz FPU w1 389
4MB 40MHZ FPU . .. £429

4MB S0MHz FPU €449

VIPER 50
ECO30 Running at SOMz

Bare board .. ... £249
4MB 20MHz FPU ... .. . £399 \
4MB 33MHz FPU ... £419
4AMB 40MHz FPU ....£459
4MB SOMHz FPU ... £479

CO-PROCESSORS
20MHZFPU .. €25

330z FPU Sl o L60.

AOMHZ FPU . .. £80
SOMHZ FPU . ... £120
SCSL-TAdaptor ................. £79
SuBSIMM ptmay boud ... 319

Power Drives @

XL 1.76MB DRIVE
‘The XL Drive can be used with any Amiga
Compiiter, and allows you to store a massive

1.76MB on a high density disk. The drives

also acts as a standard 880K drive and can
read and write A4000 high density disks.

XL Drive 1.76MB External £89.95
XL Drive 1.76MB Internal £79.95
XL Drive 1.76MB Internal A4000 . .£89.95

INTERNAL DRIVES
We use the same drive mechanisms as
Commodore.

PC881 ASO0 Internal drive . ... £40
PC882 A2000 Internal drive £40
PC883 AG00/1200 Internal drive ... . £50
Al prices include VAT and are subject to change
without notice. Prices correct for month of
publication only. Delivery exta. £ & OF.

POWER DRIVE

‘The Power Drive is the mostimpressive drive
of its kind on the market and now includes
Blitz Amiga and Floppy Expander. Floppy

Expander allows you to compressfils only on
Toppy disks by up to 0%

SPECIAL OFFER
“For an extra ten pounds Cyclone copier can
be purchased with the Povir Drive.

POWER DRIVE FEATURES

Anticlick

Antvirus
Floppy Expader®

2 year guaraniee
Thru'port -
Upsradable 1 1.76M8

Cyelone compatible chip

Builtin backip hardvare

Aniga Format Gold

Bltz Compatible

Disk drive modifcation by Sony
10 t0p lckering LED.

LR R N R R N

o, kL7 o o s v e e e s 3

Floppy Expander £9.95

Power Computing Lid
44a/b Stanley Street, Bedford MK41 7RW.
Tel 0234 273000 Fax 0234 352207




3 Steps to
Frame Grabbing

3. Useit

ROMBO Productions Limited,
2B Young Square,
Brucefield Industrial Park,

rombo Livingston, Scotland, EHS4 9BX.

Frame grabbing couldn’t be simpler and more
satisfying and is probably the best function that you
can add to your Commodore AMIGA.

The Vidi AMIGA range has been developed to meet
this requirement at an affordable price and an
unequalled performance level. No matter what your
needs are, from hobbyist to professional, there is a
Vidi to fit the bill.

The Vidi AMIGA helps you place pictures within
publications, animate or just have fun with digitised
images. Connection couldn’t be quicker and simpler.
They’re designed to exploit your creativity and
imagination!

Vidi AMIGA 12

Excellent value 12-bit digitiser, captures colour HAM
pictures in less than 1 second. Delivers good quality
grabs from composite or S-Video sources. Minimum
recommended system: A500 with 1MB RAM.

Only £99.95

Vidi AMIGA 12RT

A superb real time (fast scan) digitiser, grabs 24-bit
images in 1/50th of a second. Similar to the' Vidi 12
but with many additional features and higher quality
output. Vidi 12RT can be upgraded to the Vidi 24RT.
Minimum recommended system: A1200 with 2MB
RAM.

Only £199

Vidi AMIGA 24RT

Identical to the Vidi 12RT but with more video RAM.
Can grab in formats up to 24-bit and produce full
overscan images in HiRes interlace. Professional
quality capture. Minimum recommended system:
A1200 with 2MB RAM.

Only £299

All Vidi digitisers have common built-in features such
as sequence editing and playback, essential for
animation and sophisticated image processing
software. All have composite and S-video inputs and
are fully AGA compatible.

The Vidi AMIGA range is available from your
authorised reseller or from ROMBO.

For more information or to place your order phone
0506 414631 or fax 0506 414634.
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